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CALTFORNTA REGTONAL WATER QUALTTY CONTROL BOARn
SAN F'RANCISCO BAY REGION

TENTATIVE ORDER
NPDES PERMIT NO. CAOO37575

REIS SUING WASTE DISCHARGE REQIIIREMENTS F'OR :

NAPA SANITATION DISTRICT. NAPA COTINTY

F'INDINGS

The California Regional Water Quality Control Board, San Francisco Bay Region, hereinafter called the

Regional Water Board, finds that:

1. The Napa Sanitation District, hereinafter referred to as the Discharger, by the Report of Waste
Discharge (ROWD) dated AugusL3l,2004, applied to the Regional Water Board, for reissuance of
waste discharge requirements and a permit to discharge secondary-heated wastewater from its
treatrnent facility to the Napa River, a water of the State and the United States, under the National
Pollutant Discharge Elimination System (NPDES).

Facility Description

2. The Discharger owns and operates a secondary municipal wastewater treatment plant (the plant)
located at the Soscol Water Recycling Facility south of the City of Napa, Napa County. The plant has

a dry weather design capacity of 15.4 million gallons per day (mgd). It serves a current population of
75,000 and provides secondarylevel treatment for domestic and commercial wastewater collected
from the City of Napa and adjacent unincorporated areas. Wastewater from the City of American
Canyon (estimated to be 1.0 mgd) was disconnected from the Discharger's wastewater treatment
system in September 2002. A map showing the location of the plant is included as Attachment A.

3. The U.S. Environmental Protection Agency (U.S. EPA) and the Regional Water Board have classified
this Discharger as a major discharger.

Purpose of Order

4. This NPDES permit regulates the discharge of treated wastewater to the Napa River. This discharge
was previously govemed by Waste Discharge Requirements in Order No. 00-059 adopted on July 19,

2000 and a permit amendment Order No. M-2002-0lll, issued on October 18,2002 (collectively the

previous permit or previous Order).

Treatment Process Description

5. During the wet season (from November 1 through April 30), raw wastewater is treated using screens,

aerated grit chambers, and primary clarifiers. After primary clarification the flow is treated in the
activated sludge system and/or the oxidation pond system. Up to 8 mgd of wastewater can be treated
by the activated sludge system (operational in September 2001) followed by secondary clarification.
The oxidation pond system consists of four oxidation ponds followed by polymer coagulation and

clarification. The four oxidation ponds also act as flow equalization ponds for peak wet season flows.
After secondary treatment, the oxidation pond system effluent is blended with the activated sludge
effluent before undergoing chlorination and dechlorination, prior to discharge to the Napa River (see
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Attachment B: Treatment Process Flow Diagram). The Discharger is currently conducting a study of
the plant to optimize treatment and effluent quality and minimize operating costs. Treatment
scenarios being evaluated include full secondary treatment in the oxidation ponds, combinations of
secondary treatment with some percentage of flow treated in the activated sludge process and the rest
in the oxidation pond process, and full secondary treatment in the activated sludge process with peak

wet season flows treated in the oxidation ponds.

6. During the dry season period from May 1 through October 31, wastewater is treated the same way as

in the wet season. After secondary treatment, the oxidation pond effluent is blended with activated
sludge basin effluent, followed by coagulation, filtration, and chlorinationbefore reclamation. The
treated wastewater not used for reclamation remains in the oxidation ponds and does not undergo
polymer coagulation and clarification until the wet season begins when the discharge of treated
wastewater to the Napa River is allowed.

Discharge Description

7 . Discharge Volume. The plant presently treats an annual average flow of 9.0 mgd. The plant treated an

average dry weather flow of 7 .2 mgd, based on the influent flows during the dry weather months from
September 2002through September 2004.The plant discharged an average flow of 13.5 mgd to the
Napa River, based on the discharge flows during the wet weather months from November 2002
through Aprll2004.

8. Wet Sesson Discharge and Outfall Location. During the period from November 1 through April 30,

treated wastewater is discharged into the Napa River through a submerged diffuser that is located
approximately 160 feet offshore and is 13.4 feetbelow water surface. The location of the outfall is at

latitude 38" 14'09", longitude l22o 17' 10".

9. Emergency Dry Season Discharge. From May 1 through October 31, treated wastewater is either
stored in the oxidation ponds or further treated and beneficially reused. This is further discussed in
Finding 11 below. Emergency discharge to the River is only allowed with approval by the Executive
Officer. The Discharger has historically requested emergency discharges due to oxidation pond
capacity-related issues. Since 1995, records show that the plant had nine emergency discharges over
the past eight years. The Discharger made repairs to the pond levee in the summer of 2003 restoring
the oxidation pond storage capacity, which will minimize the Discharger's requests for emergency
dry season discharges.

10. EffIuent Characterization. A summary of effluent quality is presented in the Fact Sheet. The summary
is based on the data from the self-monitoring reports from Septernber 200l through March 2004 for
conventional pollutants, and from September 2001 through April 2004 for most priority pollutants,
when there were discharges to the Napa River.

Reclamation Description

11. During the dry season, effluent goes through secondary treatment and then filtration prior to
reclamation. The discharges to land are presently governed by Water Reclamation Requirements in
Order 96-011, adopted by the Regional Water Board on January 17, 1996. Order No. 96-011 allows
discharges of disinfected secondary-treated effluent or tertiary treated water from the Soscol Facility
to industrial parks, golfcourses, pasture lands, feed and fodder crops, and drip irrigation ofvineyards.
A detailed list of the Discharser's current reclamation users can be found in the Fact Sheet.
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Sludge Handling and Disposal

12. Sludge from the primary clarifiers is pumped to an anaerobic digester. The sludge from the
secondary clarifier and filter is thickened in a dissolved air flotation thickener (DAFT), conveyed to
the anaerobic digester, then to the sludge holding tank and gas holder, wherQ the gas is used for gas

cogeneration, and finally to the sludge belt press for dewatering. Sludge from the flocculation
clarifiers is currently sent to the oxidation ponds. Settled sludge is periodically removed from the
ponds. The biosolids (digested sludge) are either land applied, stored, or disposed of at a landfill.

Collection System Description

13. The Discharger's wastewater collection system is approximately 245 miles long and contains five
pump stations. The stations have adequate alarms, pump capacity and redundancy, and provision for
emergency power. The Discharger has a continuous program of maintaining and upgrading these
pump stations to ensure reliability of the collection system.

Sanitary Sewer Management Plan

14. On October 15,2003,the Regional Water Board adopted Order No. R2-2003-0095 establishing a
collaborative effort with the Bay Area Clean Water Agencies (BACWA) to develop guidance for
sanitary sewer management plans (SSMPs) aimed at reducing or eliminating sanitary sewer
overflows, and for uniform, electronic reporting of sanitary sewer overflows to the Regional Water
Board to facilitate the Regional Water Board's assessment of the problem regionally. This Order
requires the Discharger to fully participate in the BACWA effort, to develop and implement an SSMP
once this activity is required by the Regional Water Board or its Executive Officer, and to report
sanitary sewer overflows electronically. The requirements for reporting are specified in the Executive
Officer's letter (Requirementfor Electronic Reporting of Sanitary Sewer Overflows) datedNovember
4,2004.

Applicable Plans, Policies and Regulations

15. Water quality objectives (WQOs), water quality criteria (WQC), effluent limitations, and calculations
contained in this Order are based on the statutes and regulations detailed in Section III of the attached
Fact Sheet, which is incorporated here by reference.

Beneficial Uses

16. Beneficial uses for the Napa River, in the vicinity of the discharge, as identified inthe Water Quality
Control Plan San Francisco Bay Basin (Region 2) (the Basin Plan) (Table 2-7), andbased on known
uses of the receiving waters in the vicinity of the discharge, are:

a. Agricultural Water Supply
b. Navigation
c. Contact and Non-Contact Water Recreation
d. Warm and Cold Fresh Water Habitat

WildlifeHabitat
Preservation of Rare and Endangered Species
Fish Migration and Spawning

e.

f.
(}
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Basis tr'or Effluent Limitations

General Basis

Applicable IYQOs/IVQC

17. The WQOs and WQC applicable to the receiving water of this discharge are from the Basin Plan, the

U.S. EPA's May 18, 2000 Water Quality Standards; Establishment of Numeric Criteriafor Priority
Toxic Pollutants for the State of California (the California Toxics Rule, or the CTR), and U.S. EPA's
National Toxics Rule (the NTR).

a. The Basin Plan specifies numeric WQOs for 10 priority toxic pollutants, as well as narrative
WQOs for toxicity and bioaccumulation in order to protect beneficial uses. The pollutants for
which the Basin Plan specifies numeric objectives are arsenic, cadmium, chromium (VI), copper

in fresh water, lead, mercury, nickel, silver, zinc, and total polynuclear aromatic hydrocarbons
(PAHs) in salt water. The narrative toxicity objective states in part "[a]ll waters shall be

maintained free of toxic substances in concentrations that are lethal to or that produce other
detrimental responses in aquatic organisms." The bioaccumulation objective states in part

"[c]ontrollable water quality factors shall not cause a detrimental increase in concentrations of
toxic substances found in bottom sediments or aquatic life. Effects on aquatic organisms, wildlife,
and human health will be considered." Effluent limitations and provisions contained in this Order
are designed to implement these objectives, based on available information.

b. The CTR specifies numeric aquatic life criteria for 23 priority toxic pollutants and numeric
human health criteria for 57 priority toxic pollutants. These criteria apply to inland surface waters

and enclosed bays and estuaries such as here, except that where the Basin Plan's Tables 3-3 and

3-4 speciff numeric objectives for certain of these priority toxic pollutants, the Basin Plan's
numeric objectives apply over the CTR (except in the South Bay south of the Dumbarton Bridge).

c. The NTR established numeric aquatic life criteria for selenium, numeric aquatic life and human
health criteria for cyanide, and numeric human health criteria for 34 toxic organic pollutants for
waters of San Francisco Bay upstream to, and including, Suisun Bay and the Sacramento-San
Joaquin Delta. This includes the receiving water for this Discharger.

18. Where numeric effluent limitations have not been established or updated in the Basin Plan, 40 CFR
Part 122.44(d) specifies that water quality-based effluent limitations (WQBELs) may be set based on
U.S. EPA criteria, supplemented where necessary by other relevant information, to attain and

maintain narrative WQC to fully protect designated beneficial uses. The Fact Sheet for this Permit
discusses the specific bases and rationales for effluent limitations, and is incorporated as part of this
Order.

Basin Plan Amendment

19. On January 2I,2004, the Regional Water Board adopted Resolution No. R2-2004-0003 amending the
Basin Plan to (1) update the dissolved WQOs for metals to be identical to the CTR WQC except for
cadmium; (2) to change the Basin Plan definitions of marine, estuarine and freshwater to be

consistent with the CTR definitions; (3) to update NPDES implementation provisions to be consistent
withthe Policyfor Implementation of Toxics Standardsfor Inland Surface Waters, Enclosed Bays,

and Estuaries of Califtrnia (the State Implementation Plan, or SIP); (a) to remove settleable matter
effluent limitations for POTWs, and other editorial changes. Subsequent to approval by the State

Water Resources Control Board (State Water Board) and the Office of Administrative Law (OAL)
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(July 22,2004, and October 4,2004, respectively), the U.S. EPA approved the amendment on
January 5,2005.

Basin Plan and CTR Receiving Water Salinity Policy

20. The Basin Plan and CTR state that the salinity characteristics (i.e., freshwater versus saltrvater) of the
receiving water shall be considered in determining the applicable WQOs/WQC. Freshwater criteria
shall apply to discharges to waters with salinities equal to or less than 1 part per thousand (ppt) at

least 95 percent of the time. Saltwater criteria shall apply to discharges to waters with salinities equal
to or greater than 10 ppt at least 95 percent of the time in a normal water year. For discharges to
waters with salinities in between these two categories, or tidally influenced fresh waters that support
estuarine beneficial uses, the criteria shall be the lower of the salt- or freshwater criteria (the

freshwater criteria for some metals are calculated based on ambient hardness), for each substance.

Receiving Water S alinity

21. The receiving waters for the subject discharge are the waters of the Napa River, which is a tributary
of San Pablo Bay. The Discharger has collected receiving water salinity data at several monitoring
stations both upstream and downstream of the discharge during November 2001 through December
2004.There are atotal of 181 salinity measurements available. Of these, 59 values are below 1 ppt
(32.6%), and 53 values are above 10 ppt (29.3%). Therefore, the receiving water is classified as

estuarine by both Basin Plan and CTR definition. This is consistent with the factthat the Napa River
where the Discharger's outfall is located, is tidally influenced. Therefore, the effluent limitations
specified in this Order are based on the lower of the marine and freshwater WQOs and WQC of the
Basin Plan, CTR, andNTR.

Re c eivin g ll/at er H ardn e s s

22. Some WQOs and WQC are hardness dependent. The Discharger has collected receiving water
hardness data at several monitoring stations both upstream and downstream of the discharge during
November 2001 through December 2004. There are atotal of 306 hardness measurements available.
Of these, only 181 hardness values are paired with salinity measurements on the same sampling
dates. When calculating a representative ambient hardness value, the hardness data set was censored
(from 181 values to 55 values) to eliminate hardness values above 400 mglL and to eliminate
hardness values obtained when the receiving water salinity was above 1.0 ppt. From the censored
data set, the adjusted geometric mean, which is the value that30o/o of the measurements fall below,
was calculated to be 147 mglL (see the attached Fact Sheet for more details). Therefore, I47 mglLis
used as the representative arnbient hardness value to calculate hardness dependent WQOs/WQC

Technology-Bas ed Effluent Limits

23. Perrrrit effluent limitations for conventional pollutants are technology-based. Technology-based
effluent limitations are put in place to ensure that full secondary treatment is achieved by the
wastewater treatment facility, as required under 40 CFR Part 133.102. Effluent limitations for these

conventional pollutants are defined by the Basin Plan. Further, these conventional effluent limits are

the same as those from the previous permit for the following constituents:

Biochemical oxygen demand (BOD)
BOD percent removal
Total suspended solids (TSS)
TSS percent removal
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pH
Oil and grease, and
Total chlorine residual

The settleable solids effluent limitations are no longer required per the 2004 Basin Plan amendment.

lYater Quality-B ased Effluent Limitations (lyQBELo

24. Toxic substances are regulated by WQBELs derived from the Basin Plan, Tables 3-3 and 34,the
CTR, the NTR, and/or best professional judgment (BPJ) as provided in the Basin Plan and in Section
lV of the attached Fact Sheet. WQBELs in this Order are revised and updated from the limits in the
previous permit and their presence in this Order is based on an evaluation of the Discharger's data as

described below under the Reasonable Potential Analysis. Numeric WQBELs are required for all
constituents that have reasonable potential to cause or contribute to an excursion above any State

water quality standard. Reasonable potential is determined and final WQBELs are developed using
the methodology outlined in the SIP. If the Discharger demonstrates that the final limits will be

infeasible to meet and provides justification for a compliance schedule, then interim limits are

established, with a compliance schedule to achieve the final limits. Further details about the effluent
limitations are given below and in the associated Fact Sheet.

a. Maximum Daily Effluent Limitations (MDELs) are used in this permit to protect against acute

water quality effects. It is impracticable to use weekly average limitations to guard against acute

effects. Although weekly averages are effective for monitoring the performance of biological
wastewater treatment plants, the MDELs are necessary for preventing fish kills or mortality to
aquatic organisms.

b. NPDES regulations, the SIP, and U.S. EPA's Technical Support Document (TSD) provide the
basis to establish MDELs:

(1) NPDES regulations at 40 CFR Part 122.45(d) state:
"For continuous discharges all permit effluent limitations, standards, and prohibitions,
including those necessary to achieve water quality standards, shall unless impracticable be

stated as:

i. Maximum daily and average monthly discharge limitations for all discharges other than
publicly owned treatment works (POTWs); and

ii. Average weekly and average monthly discharge limitations for POTWs." (Emphasis
added.)

(2) The SIP (p. 8, Section 1.4) requires that WQBELs to protect aquatic life be expressed as

MDELs and average monthly effluent limitations (AMELs). For aquatic life-based
calculations (only), the SIP indicates MDELs are to be used in place of average weekly
limitations for POTWs.

(3) The TSD states a maximum daily limitation is appropriate for two reasons:

i. The basis for the 7-day average for POTWs derives from the secondary treatment
requirements. This basis is not related to the need for assuring achievement of water
quality standards.
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ii. The 7-day average, which could comprise up to seven or more daily samples, could
average out peak toxic concentrations and therefore the discharge's potential for causing
acute toxic effects would be missed. A maximum daily limitation would be

toxicologically protective of potential acute toxicity impacts.

Receiving Water Ambient Background Data ased in Calculating WQBELs

25 . By letter dated August 6, 200I, the Executive Officer required the Discharger to conduct additional
ambient monitoring pursuant to section 13267 of the California Water Code. On March 5,2003, a
group of five dischargers to the Napa River, including the Discharger, submitted the Collaborative
Napa River Receiving Water Evaluation Study. Ambient data collectedin2002, from the Station
Napa River near Napa, and additional copper and nickel receiving water data collected during 2001

through 2004by the Discharger, were used in evaluating background water quality for this Order.

Constituents Identijied in the 303(d) List

26. On June 6, 2003, the U.S. EPA approved a revised list of impaired waterbodies prepared by the State.
The list (hereinafter referred to as the 2002-303(d) list) was developed in accordance with Section
303(d) of the Federal Clean Water Act to identiff specific water bodies where water quality standards
are not expected to be met after implementation of technology-based effluent limitations on point
sources. The Napa River is a tributary to San Pablo Bay and both are listed as impaired water bodies
on the 2002 303(d) List. The 2002 303(d) list includes San Pablo Bay as impaired by: chlordane,
DDT, diazinon, dieldrin, dioxin compounds, exotic species, furan compounds, mercury, nickel, PCBs,
dioxinlike PCBs, and selenium. Discharges of conservative pollutants (pollutants that do not break
down readily) to Napa River could reach San Pablo Bay through sediment transport or in the water
column and may contribute to impairment of San Pablo Bay. The 2002 303(d) list includes the Napa
River as impaired by sediment, pathogens, and nutrients.

Dilution Credit

27. ln the previous permit, the Regional Water Board granted a 10:1 dilution when calculating WQBELs
for discharges to the Napa River during the wet season. This was based on a hydrologic model run by
U.S. EPA. The model used an ayerage wet season river flow of 4I7 cubic feet per second (cfs), which
supported a 10:1 dilution. However, a State Water Board Technical Report (see Attachment G)
issued for State Water Board Order WQ 2001-016t stated this dilution evaluation was not in
accordance with SIP procedures. Specifically, the State Water Board Technical Report indicated that
the 4I7 cfs flow rate was above critical receiving water flows (e.g., 1Q10 and 7Q10 for aquatic life)
allowed for dilution ratio determination by the SIP (Section 1.4.2.1, Table 3). Based on Regional
Water Board staff s evaluation, the Regional Water Board finds that there is insufficient evidence to
justifo any dilution credit at this time. However, this evaluation is based on United States Geological
Survey (USGS) Napa River historical flow and the Discharger's effluent flow data, and did not
account for effects of Napa River tidal conditions on the mixing zone.

28. Due to the tidal influence of the Bay on Napa River near this discharge and the undefined mixing
zone,the Regional Water Board considers the discharge as incompletely mixed. Pursuant to Section
I.4.2.1of the SIP, for incompletely-mixed discharges, the Discharger may demonstrate that a dilution
credit is appropriate by performing mixing zone studies, such as a tracer study, a dye study, a

modeling study, or monitoring upstream and downstream of the discharge to characteri ze the extent
of actual dilution. Provision F.4 of this Order requires the Discharger to conduct a mixing zone study

' State Water Board Order WQ 2001-016 was a remand order of the previous permit, Order No. 00-059.
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to justifu an appropriate dilution credit. In the interim, the WQBELs are calculated with no dilution
(D:0) and a 10:1 dilution (D:9) for wet season discharges. This expresses the range of wet season

WQBELs once the appropriate dilution credit is determined. After the study is submitted and

approved by the Executive Officer, the permit may be reopened to include revised WQBELs, as

appropriate. The mixing zone information will also be considered in the next permit reissuance.

Dry season Emergency Discharge

29. Due to limited upstream fresh water flows during the dry season period (from May 1 through October
3 1), the discharge is classified as a shallow water discharge during the dry season. Therefore, no
dilution credit is granted (D:0) for calculating WQBELs for dry season discharges. This approach is
consistent with the previous permit.

Dis c harg e Pro hibitio n Exc eptio n

30. The Basin Plan prohibits the discharge of wastewater which has characteristics of concem to
beneficial uses at any point at which the wastewater does not receive a minimum initial dilution of at
least 10: 1 , or into any nontidal water, dead-end slough, similar confined waters, areas or any
immediate tributaries thereof. Discharge of treated wastewater to Napa River is subject to this
prohibition.

31. The Basin Plan provides that exceptions to the above prohibition will be considered for discharges
where: 1) an inordinate burden would be placed on the Discharger relative to beneficial uses
protected, and an equivalent level of environmental protection can be achieved by altemate means
such as an altemative discharge site, a higher level of treatment, and/or improved treatment
reliability; or,2) the discharge is approved as a part of a reclamation project; or, 3) it can be
demonstrated that net environmental benefits will be derived as a result of the discharge.

32. ln addition to the criteria stated above for exceptions, the Basin Plan requires that the Regional
Water Board consider the reliability of the Discharger's system in preventing inadequately treated
wastewater from being discharged to the receiving water, and the environmental consequences of
such discharges.

33. During the dry season, the Discharger currently reclaims treated wastewater for irrigation of golf
course, vineyards, and commercial landscaped areas. Treated wastewater is also applied to property
owned by the Discharger for disposal purposes. From Septen$er 2002 through September 2004,the
Discharger reclaimed an average of 3.4 mgd of effluent during the dry season, which is
approximately 48% of its annual average dry season flow. The oxidation ponds provide necessary
storage for the remaining dry season flow not reclaimed.

34. The Discharger's pond system, utilized for both treatment and storage of wastewater, affords the
Discharger a significant volume of storage capacity that can be used for containment of effluent
flows during the dry season, or for emergency storage in the event of facility upset. The existence
and use of these ponds minimizes the possibility of discharge of untreated or partially treated
wastewater to the Napa River.

35. The Regional Water Board finds that the water reuse program implemented by the Discharger
complies with the exception provision of the Basin Plan. The Regional Water Board, therefore,
continues the exception to the discharge prohibition for wet season discharges to the Napa River for
a six-month period each year (November 1 through April 30). This exception is subject to the
following conditions. The Discharger shall:
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a. Continue to operate all treatment facilities to assure high reliability and redundancy;

b. Continue to implement a source control program as required by the permit;

c. Continue to implement measures to maintain, repai, and upgrade the existing wastewater
facilities so as to ensrre continued operation and treatment capability in conformance with
permit requirements;

d. Continue to promote and encourage beneficial reuse of treated wastewater.

Total Maximum Daily Loads (TMDL{ and lYaste Load Allocations (WLAs)

36. The Regional Water Board plans to adopt Total Maximum Daily Loads (TMDLs) for San Pablo Bay
for the above 303(d)-listed pollutants within the next ten years, with the exception of dioxin and furan
compounds. For dioxin and furan compounds the Regional Water Board intends to consider this
matter further after U.S. EPA completes its national health reassessment. The Regional Water Board
plans to adopt the TMDLs for the Napa River within the term of this Order. Future review of the
303(d) list for San Pablo Bay and the Napa River may result in revision of the schedules and/or
provide schedules for other pollutants.

37. The TMDLs will establish waste load allocations (WLAs) and load allocations for point sources and

non-point sources, respectively, and will result in achieving the water quality standards for the water
body. Depending upon whether the Discharger is found to be impacting water quality in San Pablo
Bay and/or the Napa River, the TMDLs may include WLAs for the Discharger. If the TMDLs address

the Discharger, the final effluent limitations for this discharge would be based on the applicable
WLAs.

38. The following summarizes the Regional Water Board's strategy to collect water quality data and to
develop TMDLs:
a. Data collection - The dischargers collectively may assist in developing and implementing

analytical techniques capable ofdetecting 303(d)-listed pollutants to at least their respective
levels of concem or WQOs/WQC. The Regional Water Board will require dischargers to
charactenze the pollutant loads from their facilities into the water quality-limited water bodies.
The results will be used in the development of TMDLs, but may also be used to update/revise the
303(d) list and/or change the WQOs/WQC for the impaired water bodies including the San Pablo
Bay and/or the Napa River.

b. Funding mechanism - The Regional Water Board has received, and anticipates continued receipt
of, resources from federal and state agencies for the development of TMDLs. To ensure timely
development of TMDLs, the Regional Water Board intends to supplement these resources by
allocating development costs among dischargers through appropriate funding mechanisms.

Interim Limitations and Compliance Schedules

39. Pursuant to Section 2.1.1 of the SIP, "the compliance schedule provisions for the development and
adoption of a TMDL only apply when: (a) the Discharger requests and demonstrates that it is
infeasible for the Discharger to achieve immediate compliance with a CTR criterion; and (b) the
Discharger has made appropriate commitments to support and expedite the development of the
TMDL. In determining appropriate commitments, the Regional Water Board should consider the
Discharger's contribution to current loadings and the Discharger's ability to participate in TMDL
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development." As further described in a finding below, the Discharger has requested and

demonstrated that it is infeasible to achieve immediate compliance for copper, mercury, cyanide,
selenium, and tributyltin. Also, the Discharger has agreed to assist the Regional Water Board in
TMDL development through its affiliation with BACWA. The Regional Water Board adopted
Resolution No. 01-103, on September t9,2001, with BACWA, and other parties to accelerate the
development of Water Quality Attainment Shategies including the TMDLs for the San Francisco
Bay-Delta and its tributaries.

40, The SIP and the Basin Plan authorize compliance schedules in a permit if an existing discharger
cannot immediately comply with a new and more stringent effluent limitation. Compliance schedules

for limitations derived from CTR or the NTR WQC are based on Section 2.2 of the SIP, and
compliance schedules for limitations derived from Basin Plan WQOs are based on the Basin Plan.
Both the SIP and the Basin Plan require the discharger to demonstrate the infeasibility of achieving
immediate compliance with the new limitation to qualii' for a compliance schedule. The SIP and
Basin Plan require the following documentation to be submitted to the Regional Water Board to
support a finding of infeasibility:

Descriptions of diligent efforts the Discharger has made to quantifli pollutant levels in the
discharge, sources of the pollutant in the waste stream, and the results of those efforts.

Descriptions of source control and/or pollution minimization efforts currently under way or
completed.

A proposed schedule for additional or future source control measures, pollutant minimization, or
waste treatment.

A demonstration that the proposed schedule is as short as practicable.

The Basin Plan provides for a lO-year compliance schedule to implement measures to comply with
new standards as ofthe effective date ofthose standards. This provision applies to the objectives
adopted in the 2004 Basin Plan Amendment. Additionally, the provision authorizes compliance
schedules for new interpretations of other existing standards if the new interpretation results in more
stringent limitations.

On January 24,2005 and March 18, 2005, the Discharger submitted a feasibility study (the 2005
Feasibility Study) and a supplemental (Attachment F), asserting it is infeasible to immediately
comply with the WQBELs, calculated according to SIP Section 1.4, for copper, mercury, cyanide,
selenium, and tributyltin. Regional Water Board staff conducted statistical analysis or comparative
analysis of recent plant performance data for these pollutants, as further detailed in later findings
under the heading Development of Specific Effluent Limitations and also in Section V.g. 5, Table E
of the attached Fact Sheet. Based on these analyses, the Regional Water Board concurs that it is
infeasible to achieve immediate compliance for these pollutants.

a. For limitations based on CTR criteria (copper during wet season), this Order establishes a S-year

compliance schedule until April 30,2010, and for limitations based on NTR criteria (cyanide
during wet weather and selenium), this Order establishes a compliance schedule until April 27,
2010, as allowed by the SIP. Though the previous permit provided for a compliance schedule,
that schedule was to collect additional data to enable calculation of WQBELs (SIP Section 2.2.2).
These additional data are now available. The Discharger has demonstrated that it is infeasible to
immediately comply with the calculated WQBELs. Therefore (pursuant to a different SIP Section
2.2.1), a new compliance schedule is warranted.

4t.

42.
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b. For dry season discharges, the previous permit (Order No. R2-2002-0111) established a

compliance schedule for copper and cyanide until July 3I,2005, or until site-specific objectives
(SSOs) are adopted. The SSOs for copper and cyanide are still in development; therefore
extension of the compliance schedule is appropriate. This Order extends the compliance deadline

to December 3I,2007 . This date is five years from when the compliance schedule started in the
previous permit, and is within the maximum length allowed by the SIP. Though this Order
requires final WQBELs for copper and cyanide to be met starting on January 1, 2008, these

WQBELs based on existing WQC appear to be over-protective in consideration of the site-

specific objectives (SSOs) being developed for copper and cyanide. It is the Regional Water
Board's intent to revisit these WQBELs once the SSOs are established.

c. For limitations based on the Basin Plan WQOs (mercury), this Order establishes compliance
schedule until April 27,2010, or until the Regional Water Board adopts TMDL-based effluent
limitation for mercury, therefore, the same interim limitation based on pooled mercury data is

continued under this Order until the expiration of this compliance schedule.

43. This Order establishes compliance schedules that extend beyond one year for copper, mercury,
cyanide, and selenium. Pursuant to the SIP and 40 CFF. 122.47, the Regional Water Board shall

establish interim numeric limitations and interim requirements to control these pollutants. This Order
establishes interim limitations for copper, mercury, cyanide, and selenium based on the previous
permit limitations or existing plant performance. This Order also establishes interim requirements in a
provision for development andlor improvement of a Pollution Prevention and Minimization Progtam
to reduce pollutant loadings to the plant, and for submittal of annual reports on this Program.

Since most compliance schedules exceed the length of the permit (4 years and 11 months), these

calculated final limits are intended as points of reference for the infeasibility demonstration and are

only included in the findings by reference to the Fact Sheet. Additionally, the actual final WQBELs
for these pollutants will very likely be based on either the site-specific objective (SSO) or
TMDL/WLA as described in other findings specific to each of the pollutants.

In addition to interim mercury concentration limitation, this Order establishes interim performance-
based mass limitation to maintain the Discharger's current mass loadings of mercury into the Napa
River and San Pablo Bay. Mercury is 303(d)-listed bioaccumulative pollutant. The interim
performance-based mass limitation is retained from the previous permit.

Antidegradatio n and Anti-b ac ksliding

44. The limitations in this Order are in compliance with the Clean Water Act Section a02@) prohibition
against establishment of less stringent WQBELs for the following reasons:

(1) For impairing pollutants, the revised final limitations will be in accordance with TMDLs and

WLAs once they are established.

(2) For nonimpairing pollutants, the final limitations are or will be consistent with current State

WQos/WQC.

The interim limitations in this Order are in compliance with antidegradation requirements and meet
the requirements of the SIP because the interim limitations hold the Discharger to performance levels
that will not cause or contribute to water quality impairment or further water quality degradation.
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Specific Basis

Reasonable Potential Analysis

45. As specified in 40 CFR 122.44(d)(1)(i), permits are required to include WQBELs for all pollutants
"which the Director determines are or may be discharged at a level which will cause, have the
reasonable potential to cause, or contribute to an excursion above any State water quality standard."
Using the method prescribed in Section 1.3 of the SIP, the Regional Water Board has analyzed the
effluent data to determine whether the discharge, which is the subject of this Order, has a reasonable
potential to cause or contribute to an excursion above a State water quality standard (reasonable
potential analysis or RPA). For all parameters that have reasonable potential, WQBELs are required.
The RPA compares the effluent data with numeric and narrative WQOs in the Basin Plan and
numeric WQC from the NTR and the CTR.

RPA Methodology

46. The method for determining reasonable potential involves identifying the observed maximum
pollutant concentration in the effluent (MEC) for each constituent, based on effluent concentration
data. There are three triggers in determining reasonable potential.

(1) The first trigger (Trigger 1) is activated when the MEC is greater than or equal to the lowest
applicable WQO/WQC, which has been adjusted for pH, hardness (for freshwater WQO/WQC
only), and translator data, if appropriate. If the MEC is grcater than or equal to the adjusted
WQO/IVQC, then that pollutant has reasonable potential and a WQBEL is required.

(2) The second trigger (Trigger 2) is activated if the observed maximum arnbient background
concentration (B) is greater than the adjusted WQO/WQC (B>WQO/WQC), and either:

i. The MEC is less than the adjusted WQO|WQC (MEC<WQO/WQC) or

ii. The pollutant was not detected in any of the effluent samples and all the detection levels are
greater than or equal to the adjusted WQO/WQC.

(3) The third trigger (Trigger 3) is activated if a review of other information determines that a
WQBEL is required even though both MEC and B are less than the WQO/IVQC, or effluent and

background data are unavailable or insufficient (e.g., all nondetects). A limitation is required only
under certain circumstances to protect beneficial uses.

RPA Determinations

47. Regional Water Board staff conducted an RPA based on effluent data collected from September 2001

through April 2004 for most priority pollutants, and receiving water arnbient background data
collected from September 2001through December 2004, for priority pollutants using the method
prescribed in Section 1.3 of the SIP.

48. The MECs, WQOs/WQC, basis for the WQOsiWQC, background concentrations and reasonable
potential conclusions are listed in Table 2 for all constituents analyzed. The RPA results for some of
the constituents in the CTR were not determined because of lack of an objective/criteria. (Further
details about the RPA can be found in the Fact Sheet.) Based on the RPA methodology in the SIP,

the following constituents have been found to have reasonable potential to cause or contribute to an

t2
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excursion above WQOsAMQC: copper, mercury, nickel, selenium, cyanide, TCDD TEQ (dioxins and

furans), and tributyltin.

Table 2. Summary of RPA Results

* : Constituents on 303(d) list
[] RPA based on the following: BP : Basin Pla4 CTR: California Toxics Rule; NTR:National Toxics Rule;
sw: saltwater; fu: freshwater; hh: human healtfu H : ambient hardness value, 147 mgll- as CaCO3; T :
translator to convert dissolved to total copper.

[2] Trigger type is as defined in Finding 46 above.

[3] Undermined due to lack of WQOsAMQC.

[a] The total PAHs concentration was calculated using 16 individual PAH concentrations. Since all 16

individual PAH measurements for both the effluent and ambient backsround are non-detect. the total PAHs
concentration was determined to be zero.

49. Reasonqble Potential and WQBELs for Dry Season Discharges. When determining the reasonable
potential above, the dry season river dischargg monitoringdata were pooled with the wet season
discharge data for all analyses. Therefore, the reasonable potential identified applies to both the dry
season and wet season discharges. Similarly, the discussions on developing WQBELs for specific
pollutants applies to both dry and wet season discharges, unless specified in the findings.

CTR
No.

Constituents wQo/wQC
(pell.)

Basistll MEC
(pg/L)

Maximum
Ambient

Background
Conc. fus.tLl

Reasonable
Potential

(Trigger Type)l'l

1 Antimonv 4.300 CTR. hh 0.4 t.7 No
2 Arsenic 36 BP. sw 2.0 34 No
4 Cadmium 1.5 BP, fw

H=I47
0.1 0.04 No

5b Chromium (VI) 11 BP. fw 0.7 0.4 No
6 Copper 7.4 CTR, sw

T=0.42
13 18.5 Yes (#1)

7 Lead 5.2 BP, fW,
H:147

0.3 0.78 No

8 Mercurv* 0.025 BP, sw 0.15 0.011 Yes (#1)

9 Nickel* 8.3 BP. sw 4.9 68.7 Yes (#2)

10 Selenium* 5.0 NTR,
fw/sw

5 I9 Yes (#1)

il Silver 2.2 BP, sw 0.3 <0.02 No
t2 Thallium 6.3 CTR, hh 0.08 0.3 No
13 Zinc 86 BP. sw 30 10 No
1.4 Cvanide 1.0 NTR. sw 20 0.363 Yes (#1)

TCDD TEQ* 1.4x10 BP,
narrative

2xlD-' 3.68 xl0 Yes (#2)

CTR#s 17-126 Various or NA CTR &
NTR, hh

Non-
detect, less
than WQC,
orno WOC

Less than
WQC or Not

Available

No or
Undeterminedt3l

Tributyltin 0.0074 BP,
narrative

0.0226 0.00143 Yes (Trigger #1)

Total PAHs 15 BP, sw gt+l 0t*r No

l3
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50. RPA Results for Impairing Pollutants. Whlle TMDLs and WLAs are being developed, interim
concentration limitations are established in this permit for 303(d)Jisted pollutants that have a
reasonable potential to cause or contribute to an excursion above the water quality standard. In
addition, mass limitations are required for bioaccumulative 3O3(d)Jisted pollutants that can be
reliably detected. Constituents on the 303(d) list for which the RPA determined a need for effluent
limitations are mercury, nickel, selenium, and TCDD TEQ. Final determination of reasonable
potential for some other constituents identified on the 303(d) list could not be performed owing to the
lack of an established WQO or WQC.

51. Polynuclear Aromatic Hydrocarbons (PAHs). This Order implements the policy and regulations of
the CTR and SIP in regard to PAHs, i.e., reasonable potential is determined for individual PAHs. The
Basin Plan contains a WQO for total PAHs for the protection of saltwater aquatic life of 15 1,tglL, as a

24-hour average therefore, a RPA was also performed for total PAHs. The Discharger has

monitoring data for all 16 individual PAHs, and all of the concentrations are non-detect with MDLs
ranging from 0.02 to 0.3 pglL. Therefore, the total PAH concentration is determined to be zero, and

there is no reasonable potential for individual or total PAHs. Continued monitoring for these
pollutants is required by Provision F.2.

52. Other Organics. The Discharger has performed sampling and analysis for all the organic constituents
listed in the CTR except for asbestos. The data were used to perform the RPA. The full RPA is
presented as an attachment in the Fact Sheet. The Discharger will continue to monitor for these

constituents in the effluent and receiving water compliant with Provisions F.2 and F.3.

53. EffIuent Reasonable Potential Monitoring. This Order does not include effluent limitations for
constituents that do not show reasonable potential, but continued monitoring for these pollutants is
required as described in Provision F.2. If concentrations of these constituents increase significantly,
the Discharger will be required to investigate the source of the increases and establish remedial

, measures, if the increases result in a reasonable potential to cause or contribute to an excursion above
the applicable WQO/WQC.

54. Permit Reopener. This Order includes a reopener provision to allow numeric effluent limitations to
be added for any constituent that exhibits, respectively, reasonable potential. The Regional Water
Board will make this determination based on monitorins results.

55. Copper

Copper WQC. The saltwater cr'iteria for copper in the CTR are 3.l trtglL for chronic protection
and 4.8 pg/L for acute protection, expressed as dissolved metal. The Discharger developed site-
specific translators for copper. The translators are 0.42 and 0.57 for converting the CTR chronic
and acute dissolved WQC into total WQC, respectively. Using these translators, the translated
criteria of 7 .4 ltglL for chronic protection and 8.4 pglL for acute protection were used to perform
the RPA and to calculate effluent limitations.

WA Results. This Order establishes effluent limitations for copper because the 13 pgil MEC
exceeds the governing WQC of 7.4 pglL, demonstrating reasonable potential by Trigger 1, as

defined in a previous finding.

WQBELs. The copper WQBELs calculated according to SIP procedures are 8.4 pgll- as the
maximum daily effluent limit (MDEL) and a.2 pglL as the average monthly effluent limit
(AMEL) for both wet and dry season discharges. Dilution credit was not able to be incorporated

a.

b.

c.

l4
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in the calculation of WQBELs for wet season discharges because the maximum ambient copper

concentration is higher than the limiting WQC.

Immediate Compliance Infeasibte. The Discharger's Feasibility Study asserts the Discharger
cannot immediately comply with these WQBELs. Regional Water Board staff statistically
analyzedthe Discharger's effluent data from September 2001 through April 2004 (see Section
V.g. 5 and Table E of the attached Fact Sheet for detailed results of the statistical analysis). Based

on the analysis, the Regional Water Board concurs with the Discharger's assertion of infeasibility
to comply with final copper WQBELs.

Interim Performance-based Effluent Limitation (IPBL). Because it is infeasible for the Discharger
to immediately comply with the copper WQBELs, an interim limitation is required. Regional
Water Board staff considered effluent data from September 20Al b Apr1l2004 to develop an

interim limitation. Historically, IPBLs have been referenced to the 99.87th percentile value of
recent pet'formanc e data. Statistical analysis of the copper effluent data indicates a 99.87th
percentile value of 2l . 5 pglL.The previous permit contained an interim effluent limitation of 34

pglL as a daily maximum, which is less stringent. Therefore, the 99.87th percentile based on the
new performance data, 21.5 1t"glL, is set as the interim limitation, expressed as a daily maximum
effluent limitation.

f. Plant Perforrnance and Attainability. Dur:rng the period September 2001 through April2004, the
plant's effluent concentrations ranged from 1 pglLto 13 VglL (29 samples). All concentrations
are below the IPBL, therefore, it is expected that the Discharger can comply with the IPBL for
copper.

g. Term of Interim EffIuent Limitations. The copper interim limitation for wet season discharges
shall remain in effect until April 30,2010, and until December 31,2007 for dry season
discharges.

h. Copper,S,SO. During the permit term, the Regional Water Board may amend the copper WQBEL
based on the SSOs being developed for San Pablo Bay. San Pablo Bay SSOs will be applicable to
the Napa River.

i. Antibacl<sliding/Antidegradation. Antibacksliding and antidegradation requirements are satisfied,
since the new IPBL is more stringent than the previous permit effluent limitation.

56. Mercury

a. Mercury WQOs/WQC. Both the Basin Plan and the CTR include objectives and criteria that
govern mercury in the receiving water. The Basin Plan specifies objectives for the protection of
salt water aquatic life of 0.025 prg/L as a 4-day average and2.l trtglL as a l-hour average. The
CTR specifies a long-term average criterion for protection of human health of 0.051 pgll-.

b. Mercury kPA Results. This Order establishes effluent limitations for mercury because the MEC
for the Discharger's effluent was 0.15 pgll-, which triggers reasonable potential by Trigger 1 as

defined in a previous finding.

c. Mercury WQBELs The mercury WQBELs calculated according to SIP procedures are 0.039
p{L as the MDEL and 0.012 ltglL as the AMEL for wet and dry season discharges. No dilution
credit is allowed in calculating WQBELs for mercury.

d.
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J.

1.

d. Immediate Compliance Infeasible. The Discharger's Feasibility Study asserts the Discharger
cannot immediately comply with these WQBELs for mercury. Regional Water Board staff
statistically analyzedthe Discharger's effluent data from September 2001 through April 2004 (see

Section V.g. 5 and Table E of the attached Fact Sheet for detailed results of the statistical
analysis). Based on the analysis, the Regional Water Board concurs with the Discharger's
assertion of infeasibility to comply with final mercury WQBELs.

Mercury Control Strateglt. The Regional Water Board is developing a TMDL to control mercury
levels in the San Pablo Bay. The Regional Water Board, together with other stakeholders, will
cooperatively develop source control strategies as part of the TMDL development. Municipal
discharge point sources may not represent a significant mercury loading to San Pablo Bay.
Therefore, the currently preferred strategy is to apply interim mass loading limits to point source

discharges while focusing mass reduction efforts on other more significant and controllable
sources. While the TMDL is being developed, the Discharger will cooperate in maintaining
ambient receiving water conditions by complying with performance-based mercury mass
emission limits. Therefore, this Order includes interim mass loading effluent limitations for
mercury, as described in the findings below. The Discharger is required to implement source
control measures and cooperatively participate in special studies as described below.

Mercury TMDL. The current 303(d) list includes the San Pablo Bay as impaired by mercury, due
to high mercury concentrations in the tissue of fish from the Bay. Methyl-mercury, the highly
toxic form of mercury, is a persistent bioaccumulative pollutant. There is no evidence to show
that the mercury discharged by the Discharger is taken out of the hydrologic system, by processes

such as evaporation before reaching San Pablo Bay. Absent this evidence, the Regional Water
Board assumes that the mercury reaches the Bay through either sediment transport or water flows.
The Regional Water Board intends to establish a TMDL that will lead towards overall reduction
of mercury mass loadings into San Pablo Bay. The final mercury effluent limitations will be
based on the Discharger's WLA in the TMDL. While the TMDL is being developed, the
Discharger will comply with performance-based mercury concentration and mass-based
limitations to cooperate in maintaining current ambient receiving water conditions.

Interim Pedormance-based Effluent Limitation (IPBL). Because it is infeasible for the Discharger
to immediately comply with the mercury WQBELs, an interim limitation is required. The
previous Order contained an interim effluent limitation of 0.087 pglL as anaverage monthly,
which was determined from pooled ultra-clean mercury data for POTWs throughout the Region
using secondary heatment (Staff Report: Statistical Analysis of Pooled Data from Region-wide
Ultra-clean Sampling, 2000). This interim limitation is retained in this Order.

Interim Mercury Mass Emission Limit.In addition to the concentration-based mercury IPBL, this
Order establishes an interim mercury mass loading limit of 0.025 kilograms per month
(kglmonth). This limit is retained from the previous Order. It will maintain current loadings until
a TMDL is established and is consistent with state and federal antidegradation and
antibacksliding requirements. The final mass-based effluent limitation will be based on the WLA
derived from the mercury TMDL.

Mass Trigger. This Order establishes a mercury mass trigger of 0.014 kg/month. This mass
higger is also retained from the previous Order. The mass loading trigger, if exceeded, requires
the Discharger to initiate additional actions, as specified in Provision F.7.

Discharger's Performance and Attainability. During the period September 2001 through April
2004,the Discharger's effluent concentrations ranged from 0.008 ltglLto 0.15 pgll- (38

ID'

h.
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57.

k.

I.

samples). Only one concentration, 10 times higher than the second highest concentration, was

above the IPBI. This value appears to be extremely rure and is an isolated incident as it occurred
just once out of 38 samples. It is, therefore, expected that the Discharger can comply with the

IPBL for mercury.

Term of Interim Mass Limitation. The mercury interim concentration limitation shall remain in
effect until April27,2010, or until the Regional Water Board amends the limitations based on
additional data, SSOs, or until the Regional Water Board adopts a TMDL-based effluent
limitation for mercury.

Antibaclrsliding/Antidegradatiotn. The antibacksliding and antidegradation requirements are

satisfied as the IPBL and mass emission limitations are unchanged from the previous permit
limitations.

Nickel

a. Nickel WQOs. The Basin Plan contains numeric nickel saltwater WQOs, which are 8.2 ltglL for
chronic protection and74 pgll, for acute protection, as dissolved metal. Using the conversion
factor of 0.99, the convertedWQOs fornickel are 8.3 pglLfor chronic protection and75 pglLfor
acute protection, as total recoverable metal.

b. kPA Results. The maximum ambient background nickel concentration of 68.7 pg/L exceeds the
governing WQO of 8.3 pgll., demonstrating reasonable potential by Trigger 2, as defined in a
finding above.

c. WQBELs. The nickel WQBELs calculated according to SIP procedures are 9.5 pgll- as the
MDEL and 8.0 pglL as the AMEI for both wet and dry season discharges. Dilution credit was
not able to be incorporated in the calculation of WQBELs for wet season discharges because the
maximum ambient nickel concentration is higher than the limiting WQO.

d. Plant Pedormance and Attainability. During the period Septernber 2001 through Apil2004,the
Discharger's nickel effluent concentrations ranged from 3 pglLto a.9 Vg/L (26 samples).
Regional Water Board staff performed a statistical analysis on the data. Based on this analysis,
the Regional Water Board determines that the Discharger can comply with the final WQBELs.

e. Antibaclrsliding/Antidegradation. The previous permit did not contain an effluent limitation for
nickel. Therefore, the antibacksliding and antidegradation requirements do not apply.

Selenium

Selenium I|nQC. To protect saltwater aquatic life, the NTR specifies WQC for selenium of 5 pglL
for chronic aquatic life protection and 20 pglL for acute protection.

RPA Results. The maximum ambient background selenium concentration of 19 pglL exceeds the
governing WQC of 5 ;tglL, demonstrating reasonable potential by Trigger 2, as defined in a
finding above.

ITQBELs. The selenium WQBELs calculated according to SIP procedures are 9.2 pgll- MDEL
and3.3 pgll, AMEL for dry and wet season discharges. No dilution credit is allowed in
calculating WQBELs for selenium.

58.

a.

b.

c.
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Immediate Compliance Infeasible. The Discharger's Feasibility Study asserts the Discharger
cannot immediately comply with these WQBELs for selenium. There are atotal of 23 data
points, among them only 7 are detected values. Due to the high censoring and lack of good

distribution fit to the data set, Regional Water Board staff compared the MEC and the AMEL to
examine the feasibility of compliance for selenium. Since the MEC of 5 pgll- is higher than the
AMEL of 3.3 1rylL,the Regional Water Board concurs with the Discharger's infeasibility
assertion.

Interim Pedormance-based Effluent Limitation (IPBL). Because it is infeasible for the Discharger
to immediately comply with the selenium WQBELs, an interim limitation is required. Since it is
not po-ssible to perform a meaningful statistical analysis due to high censoring to estimate the
99.87* percentile, the MEC of 5 pgll, is set as the interim limitation, as a daily maximum.

Plant Pedormance and Attainability. During the period from September 2001through April
2004,Lhe plant's effluent concentrations for selenium ranged from <0.5- 5 pglL (23 samples)
with only 7 detected concentrations. All detected values are below the interim limitation.
Therefore, it is expected that the Discharger can comply with the interim limitation for selenium.

Term of Selenium IPBL. The selenium interim concentration limitation shall remain in effect until
April27,2010 or until the Regional Water Board amends the limitations based on additional data,
or until the Regional Water Board adopts a TMDL-based effluent limitation for selenium.

Selenium Source Control Strategt.As a prerequisite to being granted the compliance schedule
and interim limits described above, the Discharger will implement selenium source control
strategies as indicated in the Discharger's 2005 Feasibility Study, as Attachment F of this Order.

Selenium Mass Limitations. The Clean Estuary Parbrership (CEP)'s Conceptual Model and
Impairment Assessmentfor Selenium in San Francisco Bay, dated February 2004, suggests that
POTWs are insignificant sources of selenium. POTWs are estimated to contribute no more than
2Yo of the total mass loadings to the Bay as compared to all other major sources, i.e., Sacramento
River, agricultural drainage via San Joaquin River, and refineries. Additionally,thatreport
highlighted some of the uncertainties associated with the impairment assessment. Based on this,
an interim mass limit for this discharge is unnecessary at this time as the interim concentration
limit will be sufficient to maintain current performance. Thus, no selenium mass limitations are

established in this Order.

j Antibacksliding/Antidegradation. The previous permit did not contain an effluent limitation for
selenium. Therefore, the antibacksliding and antidegradation requirements do not apply.

59. Cyanide

a. Cyanide WQC. The NTR includes WQC that govern cyanide for the protection of aquatic life in
salt surface water. The NTR specifies a saltwater Criterion Maximum Concentration (CMC) and

Criterion Chronic Concentration (CCC) of 1 pgll.

b. RPA Results. This Order establishes effluent limitations for cyanide because the20 pg[-MEC
exceeds the governing WQC of I pgll, demonstrating reasonable potential by Trigger 1, as

defined in a previous finding, above.

c. Cyanide WQBELs. The cyanide WQBELs calculated according to SIP procedures are 1.0 ltglL
MDEL and 0.4 pgll- AMEL for dry season discharges and wet season discharges without dilution

d.

oD'

h.
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d.

(D:0), and 6.7 pgll, MDEL and2.6 pgll. AMEL for wet season discharges with a 10:1 dilution
(D:9).

Immediate Compliance Infeasible. The Discharger's Feasibility Study asserts the Discharger
cannot immediately comply with these WQBELs for cyanide. Regional Water Board staff
statistically analyzedthe Discharger's effluent data from September 2001 through April 2004 (see

Section V.g. 5 and Table E of the attached Fact Sheet for detailed results of the statistical
analysis). Based on the analysis, the Regional Water Board concurs with the Discharger's
assertion of infeasibility to comply with final cyanide WQBELs.

Cyanide is a regional problem associated with the analytical protocol for cyanide analysis due to
matrix inferences. There is also evidence to suggest Ihat,to some degree, cyanide measured in
effluents may be an artifact of the analytical method used or the result of analytical interferences.
In general, the chemistry of cyanide formation in POTW effluents is highly complex, involving
both chemical and environmental factors, in ways that are still poorly understood, despite
considerable research. In addition, it is not known whether the form(s) of cyanide that are
measured in POTW effluents exhibit toxicity in these environments. A 3-year $1.5 million (M)
investigation completed in late 2002, sponsored by the Water Environment Research Foundation
(WERF), in which several Bay Area POTWs participated, described a number of possible
mechanisms for cyanide formations, and shed new light on analytical issues, but found no process

or operational measures that could be implemented by the Discharger to reduce observed cyanide
levels in the effluent.

SSO and Ambient Background Data Collection. A regional discharger-funded study is underway
for development of a cyanide SSO or recalculation of the criteria. The cyanide study plan was
submitted on October 29,200I, and the final report was submitted on June 29,2003. The
WQBELs will be re-calculated based on a cyanide SSO, or updated criteria if adopted.

WERF has initiated a follow-up $0.5 million study to reassess cyanide criteria for the protection
of aquatic life and wildlife. It will critique data to assure it meets current best scientific standards
and new U.S. EPA guidelines, recommend testing strategies, and develop a data set to meet
guidelines for ambient water quality development. It is expected that results from that study will
provide information useful to devising alternative cyanide compliance strategies for shallow
water dischargers in San Francisco Bay.

Interim Effluent Limitation. Because it is infeasible for the Discharger to immediately comply
with the cyanide WQBELs, an interim limitation is required. Regional Water Board staff
considered effluent data from September 2001 to April2004 to develop an interim limitation.
Historically, IPBLs have been referenced to the 99.87th percentile value of recent performance
data. Statistical analysis of the cyanide effluent data indicates a 99.87th percentile value of 43.7
pgll-. The previous permit contains an interim limitation of 25 1tgl, which was developed based
on pooled cyanided effluent data from several waste water treatment plants (WWTP) using
activated sludge treatment systems. Therefore, the previous permit limitation is retained as the
interim effluent limitation, expressed as a daily maximum.

Plant Performance and Attainabilily. Duing the period September 2001 through April 2004, the
Discharger's cyanide effluent concentrations ranged from 0.3 pglL to 20 pg/L (36 samples). All
concentrations were below the interim limitation of 25 ltglL.It is, therefore, expected that the
plant can comply with the interim limitation for cyanide.

o

h.
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Term of Interim Effluent Limitations. The cyanide interim limitation shall remain in effect until
Aprll 27 ,20 1 0 for wet season discharges, and until December 3l , 2007 for dry season discharges,

or until the Regional Water Board amends the limitations based on additional data or SSOs.

Anti-baclcsliding/Anti-degradation. The anti-backsliding/anti-degradation requirements are

satisfied as the interim limitation is unchanged from the previous permit limitation.

60. Dioxins and Furans

Dioxin TEQ WQC. The CTR establishes a numeric human health WQC of 0.014 pglL for 2,3,7,8-

TCDD based on consumption of organisms. The preamble of the CTR states that California
NPDES permits should use TEQs where dioxinlike compounds have reasonable potential to
cause or contribute to violation of narrative standards. The prearnble further states that U.S. EPA
intends to use the 1998 World Health Organization TEF scheme in the future and encourages

California to use this scheme in State programs. In addition, the CTR preamble states U.S. EPA's
intent to adopt revised WQC guidance subsequent to their health reassessment for dioxinlike
compounds. In 1998, the U.S. EPA listed the Bay as impaired by dioxinJike compounds.
Therefore, discharges that contain dioxinlike compounds have a reasonable potential to
contribute to this impairment. To address this, it is appropriate to apply the TEQ scheme in
setting numeric limits for such discharges to protect the Basin Plan narrative standards. The
Regional Water Board used TEQs to translate the narrative WQOs to numeric WQOs for the
other 16 congeners.

kPA Results. The maximum ambient background dioxin TEQ is 0.0368 pglL, and is above the
governing WQC, which triggers reasonable potential using Trigger 2, as defined in a previous
finding.

LVQBELs The TCDD TEQ WQBELs calculated according to SIP procedures are 0.014 pgll- as

the AMEL and 0.028 pglL for both wet season and dry season discharges. No dilution credit is
allowed in calculating WQBELs for TCDD TEQ.

Dioxin Monitoring. The Discharger has eight measurements of 2,3,7,8,-TCDD and all 16

congeners from September 2001 through February 2004.There are only three detected TCDD
TEQ, ranging from 0.000684 to 0.002 pgll. Although all data are either non-detect or below the
WQC, there is uncertainty in determining compliance attainability due to limited data. Lr
addition, the MLs for all 17 dioxin congers range from 5 pglL to 50 pgll- (see BACWA Letter
dated April 23,2002), which are higher than the WQBELs, therefore, the Regional Water Board
has determined that it is infeasible for the Discharger to achieve immediate compliance. This
Order requires additional dioxin monitoring to complement the Clean Estuary Project's special
dioxin project, consisting of impairment assessment and a conceptual model for dioxin loading
into the Bay. The permit will be reopened, as appropriate, to include interim dioxin limitations
when additional data become available.

61. Tributyltin (TBT)

a. TBT WQOs. The Basin Plan provides narrative TBT WQOs for saltwater aquatic life of 0.0074

ltglLfor chronicprotection (4-day average) and0.421tg[,for acuteprotection(1-houraverage).

b. WA Results. The MEC is 0.0226 pg lL,and is above the governing WQO, which triggers
reasonable potential using Trigger 1, as defined in a previous finding.

J.

k.

a.

b.

c.

d.
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TBT WQBELs. The tributyltin WQBELs calculated according to SIP procedures are 0.006 pelL
as the AMEL and 0.012 pg/L as the MDEL for dry season discharges and wet season discharges

without dilution (D:0), and 0.05 pgil MDEL and 0.1 pgll, AMEL for wet season discharges
with a 10:1 dilution (D:9).

Monitoring Requiremenls. The Discharger has eight measurements of TBT from September 2001

through February 2004. There are only two detected concentrations; all others are non-detect,

with detection limits ranging from 0.00051 to 0.00159 pgll,. The Discharger claimed that it is not
feasible to achieve immediate compliance with the WQBELs for TBT. Due to limited effluent
data, the Regional Water Board concurred with the Discharger's infeasibility assertion. Also due

to limited data, this Order does not establish an interim limitation for TBT. This Order requires
the Discharger to continue monitoring TBT and develop pollution prevention activities to reduce

concentrations in the effluent. The permit will be reopened, as appropriate, to include TBT
limitations when additional data become available. Final WQBELs for TBT may be considered
by the Regional Water Board in the next permit reissuance if the effluent continues to show ,

reasonable potential.

Whole Effluent Acute Toxicity

62. a. Permit Requirements. This Order includes effluent limits for whole-effluent acute toxicity that are

unchanged from the previous Order. All bioassays shall be performed according to the U.S. EPA
approved method in 40 CFR 136, currently "Methods for Measuring the Acute Toxicity of
Effluents and Receiving Waters to Freshwater and Marine Organisms, 5* Edition." The
Discharger is required to use the 5ft Edition method for compliance determination upon the
effective date of this Order. If the Discharger needs a time period for the transition from the 4* to
the 5ft Edition method, it should submit a written request with justifications to the Executive
Officer for approval within 30 days of the permit adoption date.

b. Compliance History. The Discharger's acute toxicity monitoring data show that there were a few
exceedances of the effluent limitations during 200I-2003, with fish survival rates ranging
between 25-65% (current test species is fathead minnow). The Discharger has claimed that the
observed toxicity was mostly due to elevated un-ionized ammonia in the effluent. The
Discharger, however, did not provide the necessary analysis to prove that the toxicity was caused

by elevated un-ionized ammonia concentrations.

c. Ammonia Toxicity. If acute toxicity is observed in the future and the Discharger believes that it is
due to ammonia toxicity, this has to be shown through a Toxicity Identification Evaluation (TIE)
acceptable to the Executive Offiier. If ammonia toxicity is verified in the TIE, the Discharger
may utllize pH adjustment protocol for the routine bioassay testing.

Whole Effluent Chronic Toxicity

63. a. Permit Requiremenfs. This permit includes requirements for chronic toxicity monitoring based on
the Basin Plan narrative toxicity objective, and in accordance with U.S. EPA and State Water
Board Task Force guidance, and BPJ. This permi{ includes the Basin Plan narrative toxicity
objective as the applicable effluent limit, implemented via monitoring with numeric values as

"triggers" to initiate accelerated monitoring and to initiate a chronic toxicity reduction evaluation
(TRE) as necessary. The permit requirements for chronic toxicity are also consistent with the
CTR and SIP requirements.

d.

e.
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b. Wet Season Chronic Toxicity Triggers. This Order includes chronic toxicity triggers for wet
season discharges, which are three sample median of 10 chronic toxicity (TUc2) and a single
sample maximum of 20 TUc. These higgers are appropriate at this time pending on a mixing
zone study; however, the Regional Water Board intends to revisit these triggers subsequent to the

mixing zone study results.

Screening Phase Study. The Discharger has not previously performed chronic toxicity
monitoring. The Discharger has prepared a chronic toxicity screening phase study plan and will
complete the study by June 30, 2005. The Discharger shall start using the identified species as

the compliance species if approved by the Executive Officer.

Permit Reopener. The Regional Water Board will consider amending this permit to include
numeric toxicity limits if the Discharger fails to aggressively implement all reasonable control
measures included in its approved TRE workplan, following detection of consistent significant
non-artifactual toxicitv.

Bacteriological Limits

64. The Discharger submitted a report titled Revised Bacteria EffIuent Limits Special Study (Study), June

2003 to assess the beneficial uses of its receiving water and to evaluate the feasibility of substituting
the total coliform effluent limitations with fecal coliform or enterococcus effluent limitations. The
study shows that the alternative bacteriological effluent limitations can provide enough protection of
the beneficial uses of the receiving water. Furthermore, as the Napa River is estuarine at the discharge
point, the lower, more conservative, enterococci WQOs for freshwater were chosen. This Order
includes alternative enterococcus effluent limits instead of the total coliform limits included in the
previous Order. Effluent Limitations B(iii) of this Order specifu the effluent limitations and detailed
requirements.

Storm Water

65. Regulations.Federal Regulations for storm water discharges were promulgated by the U.S. EPA on
November 19,1990. The regulations [40 CFR Parts I22,123, andl24]require specific categories of
industrial activity (industrial storm water) to obtain a NPDES permit and to implement Best Available
Technology Economically Available (BAT) and Best Conventional Pollutant Control Technology
(BCT) to control pollutants in industrial storm water discharges.

66. Exemptionfrom Coverage under Statewide Storm Water General Permit.The State Water Board
adopted a statewide NPDES permit for storm water discharges associated with industrial activities

G\TPDES General Permit CAS000001, adopted November 19, 1991, amended September 17,1992).
The General Permit is applicable to municipal wastewater treatment facilities. Coverage under the
General Permit is not required for the subject discharge because all storm water flows from the plant
and sludge disposal area are captured, directed to the plant headworks, and treated along with the
wastewater discharged to the plant. Because all storm water from the facility is treated at the facility,
this permit regulates the discharge of storm water from the plant.

2 A TUc equals 100 divided by the no observable effect level (NOEL). The NOEL is determined from IC, EC, or
NOEC values. Monitoring and TRE requirements may be modified by the Executive Officer in response to the
degree of toxicity detected in the effluent or in ambient waters related to the discharge. Failure to conduct the
required toxicity tests or a TRE within a designated period shall result in the establishment of effluent limits for
chronic toxicity

d.
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Pollution Prevention

67. The Discharger has established a Pollution Prevention Program under the requirements specified by
the Regional Water Board.

a. Section 2.4.5 of the SIP specifies under what situations and for which priority pollutant(s) (i.e.,

reportable priority pollutants) the Discharger shall be required to conduct a Pollutant
Minimization Program in accordance with Section 2.4.5.I.

b. There may be some redundancy between the Pollution Prevention Progtam and the Pollutant
Minimization Program requirements.

c. Where the two programs' requirements overlap, the Discharger is allowed to continue, modiff, or
expand its existing Pollution Prevention Program to satisfl'the Pollutant Minimization Program
requirements.

d. For constituents identified under Effluent Limitations, Section B, the Discharger will conduct
appropriate source control or pollutant minimization measures that are consistent with its
approved Pollution Prevention Program. For constituents with compliance schedules under this
permit, the applicable source control and pollutant minimization requirements of Section 2.I of
the SIP will also apply.

68. On October 1,5,2003, the Regional Water Board adopted Resolution R2-2003-0096 in support of a
collaborative working approach between the Regional Water Board and BACWA to promote
Pollution Prevention Program development and excellence. Specifically, the Resolution embodies a

set of eleven guiding principles that will be used to develop tools such as "P2 menus" for specific
pollutants, as well as provide guidance in improvingP2program efficiency and accountability. Key
principles in the Resolution include promoting watershed, cross-program and cross-media approaches

to pollution prevention, and jointly developing tools to assess program performance that may include
peer reviews, self-audits or other formats.

Pretreatment Program

69. Pretreatment Program. TheDischarger has implemented and is maintaining an effective U.S. EPA
approved pretreatment program in accordance with Federal pretreatment regulations (40 CFR Part
403) and the requirements specified in Attachment D "Pretreatment Requirements". Order No. 01-
059 amended the Discharger's permit (as well as fourteen other dischargers' permits in the Region) to
reflect the Regional Water Board's most recent pretreatment requirements. The requirements of this
Order supersede Order No. 01-059.

70. The Discharger submitted an evaluation of its local limits titled Soscol Water Recycling Facility
Local Limits Report, July 2003 (the July 2003 report). On April 8 and 11,2005, the Discharger
submitted a response and a revised response, respectively, to the Regional Water Board staff s

comments on the July 2003 report. The Discharger's response dated April 11,2005, is included in this
Order as Attachment D. The Regional Water Board approves all the modifications to the local
limits, except copper, as detailed in Attachment D (Table: Summary of Findings). The Regional
Water Board, as part of this permit, conditionally approves an increase of the copper local limit from
2.8 pounds/day (lb/day) to 5.I2lb/day as maximum allowable industrial loading. An increase of a
local limit requires a 30-day public noticing, therefore, a provision is included in this Order requiring
the Discharger to complete this task before the new copper local limit becomes effective.
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Requirement for Monitoring of Pollutants in Bffluent and Receiving Water to Implement New
Statewide Regulations and Policy

71. On August 6,2001, the Regional Water Board sent a letter to all the permitted dischargers pursuant to
Section L3267 of the California Water Code requiring the submittal of effluent and receiving water
data on priority pollutants. The letter (described above) is referenced throughout the permit as the

"August 6, 2A0I Letter".

72. Pursuant to the August 6, 2001 Letter from Regional Water Board Staff, the Discharger was required
to submit workplans and sampling results for characterizingthe levels of selected constituents in the

effluent. The Discharger has collected 7 effluent samples for all 126 pioity pollutants except for
asbestos since 2001 and 3 receiving water samples for the 126 prioity pollutants in2002 through the

Napa River Collaborative Study, and additional receiving water monitoring data during several other
studies. These data were used in the RPA and interim limitation calculations in this Order.

Monitoring Requirements (Self-Monitoring Program)

73. Monitoring Requirements (Self-Monitoring Program). The SMP includes monitoring at the outfall
for conventional, non-conventional, toxic pollutants, and acute and chronic toxicity. Monitoring for
conventional and non-conventional pollutants has remained the same as the previous permit except

that the effluent settleable solids monitoring is no longer required since the settleable solids
limitations have been eliminated. Monthly monitoring is required for copper, mercury, nickel,
selenium, and cyanide to determine compliance with effluent limitations. Twice per year monitoring
for dioxins is required to provide information for TMDL development. Twice per year monitoring for
TBT is required to provide information for effluent limitation development. The Discharger shall also

continue its 13267 monitoring for the effluent and receiving water for all the priority pollutants listed
in the August 6, 2001 Letter according to its sampling plan. A minimum of one sample of the priority
pollutants shall be collected during the term of the permit. The results shall be submitted 180 days

before the permit expires with the permit renewal application. With respect to effluent monitoring,
the monitoring and reporting requirements of this Order supersede the requirements of the Executive
Offi cer's August 6, 2001 letter.

Optional Mass Offset

74. This Order contains requirements to prevent further degradation of impaired waterbodies. Such

requirements include the adoption of interim mass limitations that are based on treatment plant
performance, provisions for aggressive source control, feasibility studies for additional wastewater

reclamation, and treatment plant optimization. After implementing these efforts, the Discharger may

find that further net reductions of the total mass loadings of the 303(d)-listed pollutants to the

receiving water can be achieved only through a mass offset program. This Order includes an optional
provision for a mass offset program.

O & M Manual

75. The Discharger maintains an Operations and Maintenance Manual (O & M Manual) to provide the
plant and regulatory personnel with a source of information describing all equipment, recommended
operational strategies, process control monitoring, and maintenance activities. To remain a useful and

relevant document, the manual shall be kept updated to reflect significant changes in treatment
facility equipment and operation practices.
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CEQA Exemption, Notification, and Public Hearing

76. NPDES Permit. This Order serves as an NPDES permit, adoption of which is exempt from the
provisions of Chapter 3 (commencing with Section 21100) of Division 13 of the Public Resources

Code [California Environmental Quality Act (CEQA)] pursuant to Section 13389 of the California
Water Code.

77. Notification. The Discharger and interested agencies and persons have been notified of the Regional
Water Board's intent to reissue requirements for the existing discharges and have been provided an

opportunity to submit their written views and recommendations. Regional Water Board staff
prepared aFact Sheet and Response to Comments, which are hereby incorporated by reference as part

of this Order.

78. Public Hearing. The Regional Water Board, in a public meeting, heard and considered all comments
pertaining to the discharge.

IT IS IIEREBY ORDERED, pursuant to the provisions of Division 7 of the California Water Code,
regulations, and plans and policies adopted thereunder, and to the provisions of the Clean Water Act and

regulations and guidelines adopted thereunder, that the Discharger shall comply with the following:

A. DISCHARGE PROIilBITIONS

1. Discharge of wastewater at any point where it does not receive a minimum initial dilution of 10: 1 , or
into dead-end slough and similar confined waters is prohibited, except as defined below. Based on
Findings 33 through 35, an exception to this prohibition is granted for the discharge of treated effluent
during the wet season. Discharge of treated wastewater at a location or in a manner different from
that described in the findings of this Order is prohibited.

The bypass or overflow of untreated or partially treated wastewater to waters of the State, either at the
plant or from the collection system or pump stations tributary to the plant, is prohibited, except as

provided for bypasses under the conditions stated in 40 CFR I22.41(m)(4) and in Standard Provisions
A.13.

The average dry season discharge shall not exceed 15.4 mgd. The average dry season flow shall be

determined over three consecutive dry season months each year.

Discharges of water, materials, or wastes other than storm water, which are not otherwise authorized
by this NPDES permit, to a storm drain system or waters of the State are prohibited.

From May 1 through October 31, discharge is prohibited. Discharge to the Napa River prior to
October 31 or later than May 1 may be authorized by the Executive Officer, based on written, email
or facsimile request from the Discharger documenting that normally planned disposal to land is not
feasible due to wet season conditions. In these cases, the discharge shall comply with Prohibition A.3
and the effluent limitations prescribed in B(ii) and B(iii), emergency discharge into shallow waters, of
this Order.

B. EF'F'LUENT LIMITATIONS

The term "effluent" refers to the treated wastewater effluent from the Discharger's wastewater treatment
facility, as discharged to the Napa River.

2.

3.

4.

5.
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Effluent Limitations Applicable to Wet Season Discharges (November 1 through April30):

1. Conventional Pollutants: The effluent discharged to the Napa River during the wet season

period (November 1 through April 30) shall not exceed the following limits specified in Table 3
for conventional pollutants :

Table 3 - Conventional Pollutants Effluent Limitations for Wet Season Discharges

Constituent Units Monthly
Averaqe

Weekly
Average

Daily
Maximum

Lrstantaneous
Maximum

Biochemical Oxygen Demand
(BODs,20"C)
or Carbonaceous Oxygen
Demand (COD)

mgL

mglL

30

25

45

40

Total Susoended Solids mg/L 30 45

Oil & Grease melL 10 20

Chlorine Residual' me/L 0.0

[1] The chlorine residual requirement is defined as below the limit of detection in standard methods defined

rn Standard Methods for the Examination of Water and Wastewater. The Discharger may elect to use a

continuous on-line monitoring system(s) for measuring flows, chlorine and sodiumbisulfite dosage (which
could be interpolated), and concentration to prove that chlorine residual exceedances are false positives. If
convincing evidence is provided, Regional Water Board staff may conclude that these false positive chlorine
residual exceedances are not violations of this permit limitation.

2, pH: The pH of the discharge shall not exceed 9.0 nor be less than 6.0 standard units. If the

Discharger employs continuous pH monitoring, the Discharger shall be in compliance with the

pH limitation specified herein, provided that both of the following conditions are satisfied:

a. The total time during which the pH values are outside the required range shall not exceed 7
hours and 26 minutes in any calendar month.

b. No individual excursion from the required range of pH values shall exceed 60 minutes.

3. Chronic Toxicity:

a. Compliance with the Basin Plan narrative toxicity objective shall be demonstrated according to
the following tiered triggers based on results from representative samples of the treated effluent
meeting test acceptability criteria and Provision F.9:

(1) Routine monitoring;

(2) Accelerated monitoring on a monthly basis after exceeding a three sample median value of 10

TUc or a single sample maximum of 20 TUc or greater;

(3) Retum to routine monitoring if accelerated monitoring does not exceed either "trigger" in (2),

above:

(4) kritiate approved toxicity identification evaluation/toxicity reduction evaluation (TIE/TRE)
work plan if accelerated monitoring confirms consistent toxicity above either "trigger" in (2),

above;
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b.

(5) Retum to routine monitoring after appropriate elements of TRE work plan are implemented
and either the toxicity drops below "triggef'level in (2), above or, based on the results of the
TRE, the Executive Officer authorizes a return to routine monitoring.

Test Species and Methods: The Discharger shall conduct routine monitoring with the most sensitive
species determined during the most recent chronic toxicity screening performed by the Discharger
and approved by the Executive Officer. Chronic Toxicity Monitoring Screening Phase
Requirements, Critical Life Stage Toxicity Tests and definitions of terms used in the chronic
toxicity monitoring are identified in Attachment A of the SMP. In addition, bioassays may be
conducted in compliance with the most recently promulgated test methods, "Short-Term Methods
for Estimating the Chronic Toxicity of Effluents and Receiving Waters to Marine and Estuarine
Organisms," currently third edition (EPA-821-R-02-014), and "Short-term Methods for Estimating
the Chronic Toxicity of Effluents and Receiving Waters to Freshwater Organisms," currently fourth
Edition (EPA-821-R-02-013), with exceptions granted the Discharger by the Executive Officer and
the Environmental Laboratory Accreditation Program (ELAP).

Toxic Pollutants: The effluent discharged to the Napa River during the wet season period
(November 1 through April 30) shall not exceed the following limits specified in Table 4 for
priority toxic pollutants:

Table 4 - Toxic Pollutants Effluent Limitations for Wet Season Discharges [1,2]

Constituents Notes WQBELs Interim Limits

Daily
Maximum
(MDEL)

us./L

Monthly
Average
(AMEL)

us./I-

Daily
Maximum

pglL

Monthly
Average

pg/r-

Copper t3t 2t.5
Mercury 141 0.087
Nickel 9.5 8.0
Selenium f3t 5

Cyanide 13tf5t 25

[1] a. Compliance with these limitations is intended to be achieved through secondary treatrnent and, as

necessary, pretreatrnent and source control.
b. All analyses shall be performed using current U.S. EPA methods, or equivalent methods approved in

writing by the Executive Officer. The Discharger is in violation of the limitation if the discharge
concentration exceeds the effluent limitation and the reported ML for the analysis for that
constituent.

c. Limitations apply to the average concentration of all samples collected during the averaging period
(daily : 24-hour period; monthly: calendar month).

d. All metal limitations are total recoverable.

[2] A daily maximum or average monthly value for a given constituent shall be considered noncompliant
with the effluent limits only if it exceeds the effluent limitation and the reported ML for that
constituent. The table below indicates the lowest minimum level that the Discharser's laboratory must
achieve for compliance determination purposes.

4.
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Constituent ML (uell,)
Coooer 0.5
Mercury 0.002

Nickel
Selenium I
Cvanide 5

The interim limitations for copper shall remain in effect until April 30,2010, for cyanide and

seleniunl they shall remain in effect until April 2'1 ,2010, or until the Regional Water Board amends

the limitation based on additional information, SSOs, or WLA from a selenium TMDL.

The interim limitation for mercury shall remain in effect until April 27,2010, or until the Regional
Water Board adopts TMDL-based effluent limitation for mercury. Effluent mercury monitoring shall

be performed by using ultra-clean sampling and analysis techniques, with a method detection limit of
0.0021tg/L or lower.

Compliance may be demonstrated by measurement of weak acid dissociable cyanide.

ii. Effluent Limitations Applicable to Dry Season Discharges (May I through October 31):

The Discharger reclaims and reuses treated effluent in accordance with Order No. 96-01 1. The
effluent limitations prescribed in this section are intended for emergency discharge cases in which
extreme season conditions have disturbed the normal summertime water reuse irrigation schedule.

1. Conventional Pollutants: The effluent discharged to the Napa River during the dry season

period (May 1 through October 31) shall not exceed the following limits specified in Table 5 for
conventional pollutants :

Table 5 - Conventional Pollutants Effluent Limitations for Dry Season Discharges

Constituent Units 30-Day
(Monthly)
Averase

7-Day
(Weekly)
Average

Daily
Maximum

Lrstantaneous
Maximum

A. Biochemical Oxygen
Demand (BODs,20'C)

mg/L 10 20

B. Total Suspended Solids m'P,IL 20 30

C. Oil & Grease mglL 10 20

D. Residual Chlorine' mglL 0.0

[1] The chlorine residual requirement is defined as below the limit of detection in standard methods defined
rn Standard Methods for the Examination of lTater and Wastewater. The Discharger may elect to use a

continuous online monitoring system(s) for measuring flows, chlorine and sodium bisulfite dosage (which

could be interpolated), and concentration to prove that chlorine residual exceedances are false positives. If
convincing evidence is provided, Regional Water Board staff may conclude that these false positive chlorine
residual exceedances are not violations of this permit limitation.

2. pH: The pH of the discharge shall not exceed 8.5 nor be less than 6.5 standard units. If the
Discharger employs continuous pH monitoring, the Discharger shall be in compliance with the
pH limitation specified herein, provided the following condition is satisfied:

No individual excursion from the required range of pH values shall exceed 60 minutes.

t3l

l4l

t5l

28



Napa Sanitation District
NPDES Permit No. CA 0037 57 5

Order No. R2-2005-0008

3. Chronic Toxicity:

If an emergency discharge lasts longer thanT days, the Discharger shall perform chronic toxicity
and compliance with the Basin Plan narrative toxicity objective shall be demonstrated according
to the following trigger based on results from representative samples of the treated effluent
meeting test acceptability criteria and Provision F.9:

(1) Routine monitoring;

(2) Accelerated monitoring on a monthly basis after exceeding a single sample maximum of 1

TUc or greater;

(3) Return to routine monitoring if accelerated monitoring does not exceed the trigger n (2),
above;

(4) Initiate approved toxicity identification evaluation/toxicity reduction evaluation (TIE/TRE)
work plan if accelerated monitoring confirms consistent toxicity above trigger in (2) above;

(5) Return to routine monitoring after appropriate elements of TRE work plan are implemented
and either the toxicity drops below "trigger" level in "2", above or, based on the results of the

TRE, the Executive Officer authorizes a return to routine monitoring.

b. Test Species and Methods: The Discharger shall conduct routine monitoring with the most sensitive

species determined during the most recent chronic toxicity screening performed by the Discharger
and approved by the Executive Officer. Chronic Toxicity Monitoring Screening Phase

Requirements, Critical Life Stage Toxicity Tests and definitions of terms used in the chronic
toxicity monitoring are identified in Attachment A of the SMP. tr addition, bioassays may be

conducted in compliance with the most recently promulgated test methods, "Short-Term Methods
for Estimating the Chronic Toxicity of Effluents and Receiving Waters to Marine and Estuarine
Organisms," currently third edition (EPA-821-R-02-014), and "Short-term Methods for Estimating
the Chronic Toxicity of Effluents and Receiving Waters to Freshwater Organisms," currently fourth
Edition (EPA-821-R-02-013), with exceptions granted the Discharger by the Executive Officer and

the Environmental Laboratory Accreditation Program (ELAP).

4. Toxic Pollutants: The effluent discharged to the Napa River during the dry season period (May 1

through October 31) shall not exceed the following limits specified in Tables 6 andT for priority
toxic pollutants:

Table 6 - Toxic Pollutants Effluent Limitations for Dry season Discharges [1,2]
(From Permit Effective Date to December 31,2007)

Constituents Notes
WQBELS (pe/L) Interim Limits @elL)

Daily
Maximum
(MDEL)

Monthly
Average

(AMEL)

Daily
Maximum

Monthly
Average

Copper 13t 2t.5
Mercury 141 0.087

Nickel 9.5 8.0

Selenium f5t 5

Cyanide f3tt6t 25
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Table 7 - Toxic Pollutants Effluent Limitations for Dry season Discharges [1'2]
(Starting January 1, 2008)

Constituents Notes
WQBELS QqlL) Interim Limits QtelL)

Daily
Maximum
(MDEL)

Monthly
Average

(AMEL)

Daily
Maximum
rMDEL)

Monthly
Average

(AMEL)

Copper 8.4 4.2
Mercury t41 0.087

Nickel 9.5 8.0

Selenium f5t 5

Cvanide f6t 1.0 0.4

d.

12)

a. Compliance with these limitations is intended to be achieved through secondary treatrnent and, as

necessary, pretreatment and source control.

b. All analyses shall be performed using current U.S. EPA methods, or equivalent methods approved in
writing by the Executive Offrcer. The Discharger is in violation of the limitation if the discharge
concentration exceeds the effluent limitation and the reported ML for the analysis for that
constituent.

c. Limitations apply to the average concentration of all samples collected during the averaging period
(daily : 24-hour period; monthly : calendar month).

All metal limitations are total recoverable.

A daily maximum or average monthly value for a given constituent shall be considered noncompliant
with the effluent limits only if it exceeds the effluent limitation and the reported ML for that
constituent. The table below indicates the lowest minimum level that the Discharger's laboratory must

achieve for compliance determination purposes.

Constituent ML {usll,)
Copper 0.5

Mercury 0.002
Nickel I

Selenium I

Cvanide 5

The interim limitations for copper and cyanide shall remain in effect until Decernber 31,2007, and
final WQBELs shall become effective on January 1, 2008.

The interim limitation for mercury shall remain in effect until April 27,2010 or until the Regional
Water Board adopts TMDL-based eflluent limitation for mercury. Effluent mercury monitoring shall
be performed by using ultra-clean sampling and analysis techniques, with a method detection limit of
0.002 ytg/L or lower.

The interim limitations for selenium shall remain in effect until April 27,2010, or until the Regional
Water Board amends the limitation based on additional information or WLA from a selenium TMDL.

Compliance may be demonstrated by measurement of weak acid dissociable cyanide.

t3l

t4l

tsl

l6l
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iii. Effluent Limitations Applicable to Wet and Dry Season Discharges:

1. Enterococcus Limitations: The treated wastewater, at some point in the treatment process prior
to discharge, shall meet the following limits of bacteriological quality:

The monthly average (expressed as a geometric mean) shall not exceed 33 colonies per 100 mL
of effluent sample. A single effluent sample shall not exceed a maximum value of 89 colonies per
100 mL of effluent sample, as verified by a follow-up sample taken with 24 hours. If the
Discharger fails to collect a follow-up sample, the original single sample result in excess of the
limit shall constitute an exceedance of the limit.

85 Percent Removal, BOD and TSS: The arithmetic mean of the biochemical oxygen demand
(5-day, 20"C) and total suspended solids values for effluent samples collected in each calendar
month shall not exceed 15 percent of the arithmetic mean of the respective values for influent
samples collected at approximately the same times during the same period.

Acute Toxicity:

Representative samples of the discharge shall meet the following limits for acute toxicity.
Bioassays shall be conducted in compliance with Provision F.8.

The survival of organisms in undiluted effluent from parallel 96-hour flow-through bioassays
shall be an eleven (11) sample median value of not less than 90 percent survival, and an eleven
(11) sample 90 percentile value of not less than 70 percent survival.

These acute toxicity limits are further defined as follows:

ll-samnle median: Any bioassay test showing survival of 90 percent or greater is not a
violation of this limit. A bioassay test showing survival of less than 90 percent represents a
violation of this effluent limit, if five or more of the past ten or less bioassay tests show less than
90 percent survival.

90th percentile: A bioassay test showing survival of less than70 percent represents a violation of
this effluent limit if one or more of the past ten or less bioassay tests show less than 70 percent
survival.

Bioassays shall be performed using methods in 40 CFR 136 and the most sensitive species as

specified in writing by the Executive Officer. Bioassays shall be conducted in compliance with
"Methods for Measuring the Acute Toxicity of Effluents and Receiving Waters to Freshwater and
Marine Organisms", currently 5th Edition (EPA-821-R-02-0I2), with exceptions granted to the
Discharger by the Executive Officer and the EnvironmentalLaboratory Accreditation Program
(ELAP).

If the Discharger demonstrates to the satisfaction of the Executive Officer that toxicity exceeding
the levels cited above is caused by ammonia and that the ammonia in the discharge is not adversely
impacting receiving water quality or beneficial uses, then such toxicity does not constitute a
violation of this effluent limitation.

Mass Trigger and Limit: Until TMDL and WLA efforts for mercury provide enough
information to establish a different WQBEL, the Discharger shall demonstrate that the current
mercury mass loading to the receiving water does not increase by complying with the following:

)

3.

a.

b.

d.

4.
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Mass limit. The l2-month moving average mass loading for mercury shall not exceed 0.025
kg/month.

Mass trigger. If the l2-month moving average monthly mass loading for mercury exceeds the

0.014 kg/month trigger value, this is not considered a permit limit violation; however, the
actions specified in Provision F.7 shall be initiated. Failure to initiate and complete the
actions will be considered a permit condition violation.

Compliance with this limit and trigger shall be evaluated using monthly moving averages of
total mass load, computed as described below:

l2-Month Monthly Moving Average of Total Mass Load: Average of the monthly total
mass loads from the past 12 months

Monthly Total Mass Load (kglmonth) : monthly plant discharge flows (in mgd) from the

Outfall (E-001) x monthly effluent concentration measurements (in pgll) corresponding to
the above flows, for samples taken at E-001 x 0. 1 15 1 (conversion factor to convert million
gallons/day x pg/L to kg/month).

If there is no river discharge during apartrcularmonth, the flow is set to zero for the
calculation. If more than one measurement is obtained in a calendar month, the average of
these concentrations is used as the monthly value for that month. If the results are less than
the method detection limit used, the concentrations are assumed to be equal to the method
detection limit.

d. The Discharger shall submit a cumulative total of mass loadings for the previous 12 months with
each monthly Self-Monitoring Report. Compliance of each month will be determined based on the
12-month moving averages over the previous 12 months of monitoring calculated as using the
method described in section B(iii)(2)(c) above. The Discharger may use monitoring data collected
under accelerated schedules (i.e., special studies) to determine compliance.

e. The mercury TMDL and WLAs will supersede the interim mass emission limitation upon its
completion. The Clean Water Act's anti-backsliding rule, Section 402(o), indicates that this Order
may be modified to include a less stringent requirement following completion of the TMDLs and
WLAs, if the requirements for an exception to the rule are met.

C. POND SPECIFICATIONS

1. Wastewater grab samples within 1 foot of the surface of all ponds shall meet the following
triggers at all times:

Dissolved oxygen 2.0 mglL minimum
Dissolved sulfides 0.1 ms/L maximum

If the trigger is not met, the Discharger shall investigate the cause and address the issue.

A minimum freeboard of two feet shall be maintained in all ponds at all times.

All ponds shall be protected from erosion, washout, and flooding from the maximum flood
having a predicted frequency ofonce in 100 years.

b.

c.

2.

3.
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4. The waste shall not cause a significant degradation of any ground water so as to impair beneficial
USCS.

D. RECEIVING WATER LIMITATIONS

The discharge of waste shall not cause the following conditions to exist in waters of the State at

levels that cause nuisance or adversely affect beneficial uses:

a. Floating, suspended, or deposited macroscopic particulate matter or foam;

b. Bottom deposits or aquatic growths;

c. Alteration of temperature, turbidity, salinity, or apparent color;

d. Visible, floating, suspended, or deposited oil or other products of petroleum origin and;

e. All waters shall be maintained free of toxic substances in concentrations that are lethal to or
that produce other detrimental responses in aquatic organisms. Detrimental responses

include, but are not limited to, decreased growth rate and decreased reproductive success of
resident indicator species, decreased fertilization success, larval development, population
abundance, community composition, or any other relevant measure of the health of an

organism, population, or community.

The discharge of waste shall not cause the following limits to be exceeded in waters of the State

any one place within one foot of the water surface:

a. Dissolved Oxygen: 5.0 mglL,minimum

The median dissolved oxygen concentration for any three consecutive months shall not be

less than 80% of the dissolved oxygen content at saturation. When natural factors cause

concentrations less than that specified above, then the discharge shall not cause further
reduction in ambient dissolved oxygen concentrations.

b. Dissolved Sulfide: 0.1 mgl[., maximum

c. pH: Variation from normal ambient pH by more than 0.5 pH units.

d. Un-ionized Ammonia: 0.025 mglL as N, annual median
0.16 mg/L as N, maximum

e. Nutrients: Waters shall not contain biostimulatory substances in concentrations
that promote aquatic growths to the extent that such growths cause

nuisance or adversely affect beneficial uses.

3. The discharge of waste shall not cause a violation of any existing water quality standard for
receiving waters adopted by the Regional Water Board or the State Water Board as required by
the Clean Water Act and regulations adopted thereunder. If more stringent applicable water
quality standards are promulgated or approved pursuant to Section 303 of the Clean Water Act, or
amendments thereto, after the effective date of this Order, the Regional Water Board may revise
and modiff this Order in accordance with such more stringent standards.

1

2.
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4. Storm water discharges from the Discharger's site shall not cause or contribute to a violation of
any applicable water quality objective for receiving waters contained in the Basin Plan.

E. SLUDGE MANAGEMENT PRACTICES

1. All sludge generated by the Discharger must be disposed of in a municipal solid waste landfill,
reused by land application, or disposed of in a sludge-only landfill in accordance with 40 CFR
Part 503. If the Discharger desires to dispose of sludge by a different method, a request for
permit modification must be submitted to the U.S. EPA 180 days before start-up of the alternative
disposal practice. All the requirements in 40 CFR 503 are enforceable by U.S. EPA whether or
not they are stated in an NPDES permit or other permit issued to the Discharger. The Regional
Water Board should be copied on relevant correspondence and reports forwarded to the EPA
regarding sludge management practices.

2. Sludge treatment, storage and disposal or reuse shall not create a nuisance, such as objectionable
odors or flies, or results in groundwater contamination.

3. Due to mitigate: The Discharger shall take all reasonable steps to prevent or minimize any sludge
use or disposal which has a likelihood of adversely affecting human health or the environment.

4. The discharge of biosolids shall not cause waste material to be in a position where it is, or can be

carried from the sludge treatment and storage site and deposited in the waters of the State.

5. The sludge treatment and storage site shall have facilities adequate to divert surface runoff from
adjacent areas, to protect boundaries ofthe site from erosion, and to prevent any conditions that
would cause drainage from the materials in the temporary storage site. Adequate protection is
defined as protection from at least a 100-year storm and protection from the highest possible tidal
stage that may occur.

For sludge that is applied to the land, placed on a surface disposal site, or fired in a biosolids
incinerator as defined in 40 CFR 503, the Discharger shall submit an annual report to the U.S.
EPA and the Regional Water Board containing monitoring results and pathogen and vector
attraction reduction requirements as specified by 40 CFR 503, postmarked February 15 of each
year, for the period covering the previous calendar year.

Sludge that is disposed of in a municipal solid waste landfill must meet the requirements of 40
CFR 258. In the annual self-monitoring report, the Discharger shall include the amount of sludge
disposed of, and the landfill(s) to which it was sent.

Permanent on-site sludge storage or disposal activities are not authorized by this permit. A report
of Waste Discharge shall be filed and the site brought into compliance with all applicable
regulations prior to commencement of any such activity by the Discharger.

Sludge Monitoring and Reporting Provisions of this Regional Water Board's "Standard
Provisions and Reporting Requirements", dated August 1993, apply to sludge handling, disposal
and reporting practices.

10. The Regional Water Board may amend this permit prior to expiration if changes occur ln
applicable state and federal sludge regulations.

6.

1

8.

9.
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l.

F.

,

PROVISIONS

Permit Compliance and Rescission of Previous Waste Discharge Requirements

The Discharger shall comply with the limitations, prohibitions, and other provisions of this Order on
the effective date of this NPDES Permit. Requirements prescribed by this Order supersede the
requirements prescribed by Order Nos. 00-059 and R2-2002-0111. Order Nos. 00-059 andR2-2002'
0111 are hereby rescinded upon the effective date of this Order.

Effl uent Characteri zation for Selected Constituents

The Discharger shall monitor and evaluate the discharge from Outfall E-001 for the constituents listed
in Enclosure A of the Regional Water Board's August 6,200I Letter, according to its approved
sampling plan submitted under the August 6,2001Letter. The Discharger shall monitor, for a
minimum one sampling event for the constituents listed in Enclosure A of the Regional Water
Board's August 6,2001Letter, during the permit term. Compliance with this requirement shall be

achieved in accordance with the specifications stated in the Regional Water Board's August 6,2001
Letter under Effluent Monitoring for Major Dischargers.

Reporting: A final report that presents all the data shall be submitted to the Regional Water Board no
later than 180 days prior to the Order expiration date. This final report shall be submitted with the
application for permit reissuance.

Ambient Background Receiving Water Study

The Discharger shall collect or participate in collecting background ambient receiving water
monitoring for priority pollutants that is required to perform RPA and to calculate effluent limitations.
The data on the conventional water quality parameters (pH, salinity, and hardness) shall also be
sufficient to characterize these parameters in the receiving water at a point after the discharge has

mixed with the receiving waters. This provision may be met through monitoring through the
Collaborative Napa River Receiving Water Study, or a similar ambient monitoring program for the
Napa River. This permit may be reopened, as appropriate, to incorporate effluent limits or other
requirements based on Regional Water Board review of these data.

Final Reporf: The Discharger shall submit a final report that presents all the data to the Regional
Water Board 180 days prior to Order expiration. This final report shall be submiffed with the
application for permit reissuance.

Mixing Zone Study

The Discharger shall comply with the following tasks and deadlines:

3.

4.

Tasks Comnliance Date
a. Study Plan. The Discharger shall prepare a

mixing zone study plan, acceptable to the
Executive Officer. The plan shall describe the
methodology for evaluating an appropriate
dilution credit for the discharse.

June 1,2005.

b. Study Commencement. Lritiate the study upon
Executive Officer's approval.

Within 30 days of Executive Officer
approval or by Novernber 1,2005,
whichever is later.
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Cyanide Compliance Schedule and SSO Study

The Discharger shall comply with the following tasks and deadlines:

Tasks Comnliance Date
a. Compliance Schedule. The Discharger should particrpate

in regional studies as described in findings (under
Cyanide) above. Results from these studies should enable
the Regional Water Board to determine compliance with
final WQBELS during the next permit reissuance.

Progress reports as part of annual
self-monitoring reports.

b. SSO Study. The Discharger shall actively participate in the
development of regional SSOs for cyanide. Participation
through BACWA studies satisfies this task.

Progress reports by cyanide work
group due January 31't ofeach
year until completion

c. Conduct evaluation of compliance attainability with
limitations derived usinq new obiectives if developed.

3 years of effective date of this
Order.

6. Pollution Prevention and Pollutant Minimization Program

a. The Discharger shall continue to improve its existing Pollution Prevention Program to reduce
loadings of pollutants to the plant and therefore to the receiving waters.

b. The Discharger shall submit an annual report, acceptable to the Executive Officer, no later than
February 28th of each year. Annual reports shall cover January through December of the
preceding year. Annual reports shall include at least the following information:

i. A Brief Description of the Plant, Plant Processes, and Service Area.

ii. A Discussion of the Current Pollutants of Concern. Periodically, the Discharger shall analyze
its own situation to determine which pollutants are currently a problem and/or which
pollutants may be potential future problems. This discussion shall include the reasons why the
pollutants were chosen. In particular, the Discharger shall address those pollutants for which
there is a reasonable potential to cause or contribute to exceedance of WQOsAVQC,
specifically, copper, nickel, mercury, selenium, cyanide, TCDD TEQ, and tributyltin.

iii. Identification of Sources for the Pollutants of Concern. This discussion shall include how the
Discharger intends to estimate and identiff sources of the pollutants. The Discharger shall also

Tasks Compliance Date
c. Report. Submit a report, acceptable to the

Executive Officer, summarizing the study
results. The report shall propose a dilution
credit for wet weather WQBELs' calculation.

If approval of study plan is granted before
October 1, final Report will be submitted 3
months after the wet season, i.e., July 31,

2006, Ifapproval is granted after October
l, final Report will be submitted three
months after the subsequent year's wet
season, i.e., July 31,2007.

d. Feasibility Analysis. The Discharge shall also
submit a feasibility analysis, acceptable to the
Executive Officer, demonstrating feasibility to
comply with the final WQBELs calculated using
the identified dilution credit.

Within 60 days after the mixing zone study
report is submitted.
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identiff sources or potential sources not directly within the ability or authority of the
Discharger to control, such as pollutants in the potable water supply and air deposition.

iv. Identification of Tasks to Reduce tlte Sources of the Pollutants of Concern. This discussion
shall identiff and prioritize tasks to address the Discharger's pollutants of concem. The
Discharger may implement tasks itself or participate in group, regional, or national tasks that
will address its pollutants of concem. The Discharger is strongly encouraged to participate in
group, regional, or national tasks that will address its pollutants of concern whenever it is
efficient and appropriate to do so.

v. Outreach to Employees. The Discharger shall inform employees about the pollutants of
concern, potential sources, and how they might be able to help reduce the discharge of these
pollutants of concern into the plant. The Discharger may provide a forum for employees to
provide input to the Program.

vi. Continuation of Public Outreach Program. The Discharger shall prepare a public outreach
program to communicate pollution prevention to its servic e area. Outreach may include
participation in existing community events such as county fairs, initiating new community
events such as displays and contests during Pollution Prevention Week, conducting school
outreach program, conducting plant tours, and providing public information in newspaper
articles or advertisements, radio, television stories or spots, newsletters, utility bill inserts, and

web site. Information shall be specific to the target audiences. The Discharger shall coordinate
with other agencies as appropriate.

vii. Discussion of Criteria Used to Measure the Program's and Taslcs' Effectiveness. The
Discharger shall establish criteria to evaluate the effectiveness of its Pollution Prevention
Program. This shall also include a discussion of the specific criteria used to measure the
effectiveness of each of the tasks in item b. (iv), b. (v), and b. (vi).

viii. Documentation of Effurts and Progress. This discussion shall detail all the Discharger's
activities in the Pollution Prevention Program during the reporting year.

ix. Evaluation of Program's and Tasks' Effectiveness. The Discharger shall use the criteria
established in b. (vii) to evaluate the Program's and tasks' effectiveness.

x. Identification of Specific Tasl<s and Time Schedules for Future Efforts. Based on the
evaluation, the Discharger shall detail how it intends to continue or change its tasks to more
effectively reduce the amount of pollutants to the plant, and subsequently in its effluent.

c. According to Section 2.4.5 of the SIP, when there is evidence that a priority pollutant is present in
the effluent above an effluent limitation and either:

A sample result is reported as detected, but not quantified (less than the Minimum Level) and
the effluent limitation is less than the reported Minimum Level,

A sample result is reported as not detected (less than the Method Detection LimiD and the
effluent limitation is less than the Method Detection Limit; or,

The dioxin TEQ exceeds the WQO (0.014 pSlL);then

lt.

111.
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The Discharger shall expand its existing Pollution Prevention Program to include the reportable
priority pollutant. A priority pollutant becomes a reportable priority pollutant (1) when there is

evidence that it is present in the effluent above an effluent limitation and either (c)(i) or c(ii) is
triggered or (2) if the concentration of the priority pollutant in the monitoring sample is greater

than the effluent limitation and greater than or equal to the reported ML.

d. If triggered by the reasons in c. above and notified by the Executive Officer, the Discharger's
Pollution Prevention Program shall, within 6 months, also include the following:

i. An annual review and semiannual monitoring of potential sources of the reportable priority
pollutant(s), which may include fish tissue monitoring and other bio-uptake sampling, or
altemative measures approved by the Executive Officer when it is demonstrated that source

monitoring is unlikely to produce useful analytical data.

ii. Quarterly monitoring for the reportable priority pollutant(s) in the influent to the wastewater
treatment system, or altemative measures approved by the Executive Officer when it is
demonstrated that influent monitoring is unlikely to produce useful analytical data.

iii. Submittal of a control strategy designed to proceed toward the goal of maintaining
concentrations of the reportable priority pollutant(s) in the effluent at or below the effluent
limitation.

iv. Development of appropriate cost-effective control measures for the reportable priority
pollutant(s), consistent with the control strategy.

v. An annual status report that shall be sent to the RWQCB including the following:
(1) All Pollution Prevention monitoring results for the previous year
(2) A list of potential sources of the reportable priority pollutant(s)
(3) A swnmary of all actions undertaken pursuant to the control strategy
(4) A description of actions to be taken in the following year.

e. To the extent that the requirements of the Pollution Prevention Program and the Pollutant
Minimization Program overlap, the Discharger is allowed to continue, modiSr, or expand its
existing Pollution Prevention Program to satisff the Pollutant Minimization Program
requirements.

f. These Pollution Prevention/Pollutant Minimization Program requirements are not intended to
fulfill the requirements in the Clean Water Enforcement and Pollution Prevention Act of 1999
(Senate Bill709).

7. Mercury Mass Loading Reduction

If mass loading for mercury exceeds the trigger level specified in B(iii)(4) of this Order, then the
following actions shall be initiated and subsequent reports shall include but not be limited to the
following:

a. Notification: Any exceedance of the trigger specified in Effluent Limitation B(iiix4) shall be
reported to the Regional Water Board in accordance with Section E.8.b. in the Standard
Provisions and Reporting Requirements (Augus t, 1993).
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b. Identffication of the problem: Resample to veriff the increase in loading. If resampling
confirms that the mass loading higger has been exceeded, determine whether the exceedance is

flow or concentration-related. If the exceedance is flow related, identify whether it related to
changes in reclamation, increase in the number of sewer connections, increases in infiltration and

inflow (I/I), wet season conditions, or unknown sources. If the exceedance is concentration-
related, identiff whether it is related to industrial, commercial, residential, or unknown sources.

. Improving public education and outreach
o Reducing inflow and infiltration (VI)
o Increasingreclamation

Within 60 days after confirmed exceedance of trigger, develop aplan and include time
schedule as short as practicable, acceptable to the Executive Officer to implement all
reasonable actions to maintain mercury mass loadings at or below the mass loading trigger
contained in Effluent Limitation B(iiix4).

related to growth and the plan required under (c) above is not expected to keep mercury mass

loadings below the mass loading trigger, the Discharger shall submit aplan, acceptable to the
Executive Officer. The plan should include an initiative to work with the local planning
department to investigate the feasibility and potential benefits of requiring water conservation,
reclamation, and dual plumbing for new development. This plan should be implemented as soon

as practicable.

8. Whole Effluent Acute Toxicity

Compliance with acute toxicity requirements of this Order shall be achieved in accordance with the

following:

a. Compliance with the acute toxicity effluent limits of this Order shall be evaluated by measuring

survival of test organisms exposed to 96-hour bioassays.

b. Test organisms shall be rainbow trout and fathead minnow tested concurrently. The Discharger
will continue to perform the flow-through bioassay using fathead minnow, while concurrently
running a static renewal test using rainbow trout. Concurent tests will be performed for the first
12 months after the Order becomes effective, after which time bioassay data will be evaluated and

the Discharger may make a request to the Executive Officer for reduction to one fish species. The

Discharger must show compliance with the acute toxicity limitation, and that any observed acute

toxicity has been observed in only one of these two fish species. If approved in writing by the
Executive Officer, compliance may then be determined using the most sensitive of these two
species.

c. All bioassays shall be performed according to the "Methods for Measuring the Acute Toxicity of
Effluents and Receiving Water to Freshwater and Marine Organisms,"(currently 5* Edition), with
exceptions granted to the Discharger by the Executive Officer and the EnvironmentalLaboratory
Accreditation Pro gram (ELAP).
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9. Whole Effluent Chronic Toxicity

The Discharger shall monitor and evaluate the effluent from the treatment plant for chronic toxicity in
order to demonstrate compliance with the Basin Plan narrative toxicity objective. Compliance with
this requirement shall be achieved in accordance with the following.

a. The Discharger shall conduct routine chronic toxicity monitoring in accordance with the SMP of
this Order.

If data from routine monitoring exceed either of the following evaluation parameters, then the
Discharger shall conduct accelerated chronic toxicity monitoring. Accelerated monitoring shall be

performed on a monthly basis.

Chronic toxicity evaluation parameters:

(1) For wet season discharges:

(i) A three sample median value of 10 TUc; and
(ii) A single sample maximum value of 20 TUc.

(2) For dry season discharges: a single sample maximum value of 1 TUc.

(3) These parameters are defined as follows:

(a) Three-sample median: A test sample showing chronic toxicity gteater than 10 TUc for
wet season discharge represents an exceedance of this paraneter, if one of the past two or
fewer tests also show chronic toxicity greater than 10 TUc.

(b) TUc (chronic toxicity unit): A TUc equals 100AIOEL (e.g., If NOEL : 100, then
toxicity: 1 TUc). NOEL is the no observed effect level determined from IC, EC, or
NOEC values.

(c) The terms IC, EC, NOEL and NOEC and their use are defined in Attachment A of the
Self-Monitoring Program (SMP).

If data from accelerated monitoring tests are found to be in compliance with the evaluation
parameters, then routine monitoring shall be resumed.

If accelerated monitoring tests continue to exceed either evaluation parameter, then the
Discharger shall initiate a chronic toxicity reduction evaluation (TRE).

f. The TRE shall be conducted in accordance with the following:

The Discharger shall submit a TRE workplan acceptable to the Executive Officer. The
Regional Water Board encourages the Discharger to prepare a generic TRE workplan and
keep it on hand should it be needed for a toxicity event. The workplan shall be reviewed and
updated as necessary in order to remain current and applicable to the subject discharge and
discharge facilities.

The TRE shall be initiated within 30 days of the date of completion of the accelerated
monitoring test observed to exceed either evaluation parameter.

b.

c.

d.

(l)

(2)
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The TRE shall be conducted in accordance with an approved workplan.

The TRE needs to be specific to the discharge and Discharger facility, and may be in
accordance with current technical guidance and reference materials including U.S. EPA
guidance materials. TRE should be conducted as a tiered evaluation process, such as

summarized below:

(a) Tier 1 consists of basic data collection (routine and accelerated monitoring).
(b) Tier 2 consists of evaluation of optimization of the treatment process including operation

practices, and in-plant process chemicals.
(c) Tier 3 consists of a toxicity identification evaluation (TE).
(d) Tier 4 consists of evaluation of options for additional effluent treatment processes.
(e) Tier 5 consists of evaluation of options for modifications of in-plant treatment processes.

(f) Tier 6 consists of implementation of selected toxicity control measures, and follow-up
monitoring and confirmation of implementation success.

(5) The TRE may be ended at any stage if monitoring finds there is no longer consistent toxicity.

(6) The objective of the TIE shall be to identif, the substance or combination of substances

causing the observed toxicity. All reasonable efforts using currently available TIE
methodologies should be employed.

(7) As toxic substances are identified or characterized, the Discharger shall continue the TRE by
determining the source(s) and evaluating alternative strategies for reducing or eliminating the
substances from the discharge. All reasonable steps shall be taken to reduce toxicity to levels
consistent with chronic toxicity evaluation parameters.

(8) Many recommended TRE elements parallel required or recommended efforts of source
control, pollution prevention and storm water control programs. TRE efforts should be

coordinated with such efforts. To prevent duplication of efforts, evidence of complying with
requirements or recommended efforts of such programs may be acceptable to comply with

, TRE requirements.

(9) The Regional Water Board recognizes that chronic toxicity may be episodic and
identification of causes of and reduction of sources of chronic toxicity may not be successful
in all cases. Consideration of enforcement action by the Regional Water Board will be based
in part on the Discharger's actions and efforts to identifu and control or reduce sources of
consistent toxicity.

g. Chronic Toxicity Monitoring Screening Phase Requirements, Critical Life Stage Toxicity Tests
and definitions of terms used in the chronic toxicity monitoring are identified in Attachment A
of the SMP. The Discharger shall comply with these requirements as applicable to the discharge.

10. Optional Mass Offset

The Discharger may submit to the Regional Water Board for approval a mass offset plan to reduce
303(d)-listed pollutants to the same watershed or drainage basin. The Regional Water Board may
modiff this Order to allow an approved mass offset program.

(3)

(4)
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11. Pretreatment Program

a. Pretreatment Program: The Discharger shall implement and enforce its approved pretreatment
program in accordance with Federal Pretreatment Regulations (40 CFR 403), pretreatment
standards promulgated under Section 307(b), 307(c), and 307(d) of the Clean Water Act,
pretreatment requirements specified under 40 CFP. 122.44fi), and the requirements in
Attachment D, "Pretreatment Requirements." The Discharger's responsibilities include, but are

not limited to:

i. Enforcement of National Pretreatment Standards of 40 CFR 403.5 and 403.6:

ii. Implementation of its pretreatment program in accordance with legal authorities, policies,
procedures, and financial provisions described in the General Pretreatment regulations (40
CFR Part 403) and its approved pretreatment program;

iii. Submission of reports to U.S. EPA, the State Water Board, and the Regional Water Board, as

described in Attachment D "Pretreatment Requirements".

iv. Evaluate the need to revise local limits under 40 CFR 403.5(c)(1); and within 180 days after
the effective date of this Order, submit a report acceptable to the Executive Officer describing
the changes with a plan and schedule for implementation.

b. The Discharger shall implement its approved pretreatment program and the program shall be an

enforceable condition of this permit. If the Discharger fails to perform the pretreatment
functions, the Regional Water Board, the State Water Board, or the U.S. EPA may take
enforcement actions against the Discharger as authorized by the Clean Water Act.

12. Copper Local Limit

The new local limit for copper, specifically, an increase from the existing maximum allowable
industrial loading of 2.8 lb/day to 5.72lblday, will become effective upon the Discharger's
completion of the following tasks:

a. Within 90 days of the permit adoption, pursuant to 40 CFR 403.18 for substantial modifications,
the Discharger shall issue a public notice of the intent to increase local limit and hold a hearing if
there is significant public interest.

b. Documentation of completion of the above task, to the Executive Officer's satisfaction. The new
local limit shall become effective on the day of completion of Task a. above.

13. Sanitary Sewer Management Plan

The Discharger shall fully participate in BACWA's collaborative program to develop guidelines for
sanitary sewer management plans (SSMPs). The Discharger shall develop and implement a
Discharger-specific SSMP, acceptable to the Executive Officer, as quickly as feasible once this
activity is required by the Regional Water Board or its Executive Officer. As part of its SSMP, the
Discharger shall report sanitary sewer overflows electronically as soon as the Regional Water Board's
electronic sanitary sewer overflows reporting system is available, even if that capability precedes the
development of the Discharger's SSMP.

Aa
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14. Wastewater Facilities, Review and Evaluation, and Status Reports

The Discharger shall operate and maintain its wastewater collection, treatment, and disposal

facilities in a manner to ensure that all facilities are adequately staffed, supervised, financed,

operated, maintained, repaired, and upgraded as necessary, in order to provide adequate and

reliable transport, treatment, and disposal of all wastewater from both existing and planned future
wastewater sources under the Discharger's service responsibilities.

The Discharger shall regularly review and evaluate its wastewater facilities and operation
practices in accordance with section a. above. Reviews and evaluations shall be conducted as an

ongoing component of the Discharger's administration of its wastewater facilities.

The Discharger shall provide the Executive Officer, upon his or her request, a report describing
the current status of its wastewater facilities and operation practices, including any recommended
or planned actions and an estimated time schedule for these actions. The Discharger shall also
include, in each Annual Self-Monitoring Report, a description or swnmary of review and

evaluation procedures, and applicable wastewater facility programs or capital improvement
projects.

15. Operations and Maintenance Manual, Review and Status Reports

The Discharger shall maintain an O & M manual as described in the findings of this Order for the
Discharger's wastewater facilities. The O & M manual shall be maintained in usable condition,
and available for reference and use by all applicable personnel.

The Discharger shall regularly review, revise, or update, as necessary, the O & M manual(s) so

that the document(s) may remain useful and relevant to current equipment and operation
practices. Reviews shall be conducted annually, and revisions or updates shall be completed as

necessary. For any significant changes in treatment facility equipment or operation practices,

applicable revisions shall be completed within 90 days of completion of such changes.

The Discharger shall provide the Executive Officer, upon his or her request, a report describing
the current status of its O&M manual, including any recommended or planned actions and an

estimated time schedule for these actions. The Discharger shall also include, in each Annual Self-
Monitoring Report, a description or sunmary of review and evaluation procedures, and

applicable changes to, its operations and maintenance manual.

16. Contingency Plan, Review and Status Reports

b.

The Discharger shall maintain a contingency plan as required by Regional Water Board
Resolution 74-10 (avallable online-see Standard Language and Other References Available
Online, below), and as prudent in accordance with current municipal facility emergency planning.
The discharge of pollutants in violation of this Order where the Discharger has failed to develop
and/or adequately implement a contingency plan will be the basis for considering such discharge
a willful and negligent violation of this Order pursuant to Section 13387 of the Califomia Water
Code.

The Discharger shall regularly review, and update as necessary, the contingency plan so that the
plan may remain useful and relevant to current equipment and operation practices. Reviews shall
be conducted annually, and updates shall be completed as necessary.

a.

b.

c.

b,

a.
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c. The Discharger shall provide the Executive Officer, upon his or her request, a report describing
the current status of its contingency plan review and update. The Discharger shall also include, in
each annual self-monitoring Report, a description or summary of review and evaluation
procedures, and applicable changes to, its contingency plan.

17. 303(d)-Listed Pollutants, Site-Specific Objective and TMDL Status Review

The Discharger shall participate and support the development of TMDLs or SSOs. By January 31 of
each year, the Discharger shall submit an update to the Regional Water Board to document its
participation efforts toward development of the TMDL(s) or SSO(s). The Discharger can submit
updates through the regional BACWA studies for these pollutants. Regional Water Board staff shall
review the status of TMDL development. This Order may be reopened in the future to reflect any
changes required by TMDL development.

18. New Water Quality Objectives

As new or revised WQOs come into effect for the Bay and contiguous waterbodies (whether
statewide, regional, or site specific), effluent limitations in this Order will be modified as necessary to
reflect updated WQOs. Adoption of effluent limitations contained in this Order is not intended to
restrict in any way future modifications based on legally adopted WQOs.

19. Self-Monitoring Program (SMP)

The Discharger shall comply with the SMP for this Order as adopted by the Regional Water Board.
The SMPs may be amended by the Executive Officer pursuant to U.S. EPA regulation 40 CFR
122.63.

20. Standard Provisions and Reporting Requirements

The Discharger shall comply with all applicable items of the attached Standard Provisions and
Reporting Requirements for NPDES Surface Water Discharge Permits, August 1993 (the Standard
Provisions), or any amendments thereafter. Where provisions or reporting requirements specified in
this Order are different from equivalent or related provisions or reporting requirements given in the
Standard Provisions, the specifications of this Order shall apply.

21. Change in Control or Ownership

In the event of any change in control or ownership of land or waste discharge facilities presently
owned or controlled by the Discharger, the Discharger shall notifu the succeeding owner or operator
of the existence of this Order by letter, a copy of which shall be immediately forwarded to the
Regional Water Board. To assume responsibility for and operations under this Order, the succeeding
owner or operator must apply in writing to the Executive Officer requesting transfer of the Order (see
Standard Provisions and Reporting Requirements, August 1993, Section E.4.). Failure to submit the
request shall be considered a discharge without requirements, and a violation of the California Water
Code.

22. Order Reopener

The Regional Water Board may modifu or reopen this Order prior to its expiration date in any of the
following circumstances :
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(1) If present or future investigations demonstrate that the discharge(s) governed by this Order will or
have a reasonable potential to cause or contribute to adverse impacts on water quality andlor
beneficial uses of the receiving waters;

(2) If new or revised WQOs come into effect for the San Francisco Bay estuary and contiguous
waterbodies (whether statewide, regional, or site specific). In such cases, effluent limitations in
this Order will be modified as necessary to reflect updated WQOs. Adoption of effluent
limitations contained in this Order is not intended to restrict in any way future modifications
based on legally adopted WQOs or as otherwise permitted under Federal regulations governing
NPDES permit modifi cations;

(3) If translator or other water quality studies provide new information and a basis for determining
that a permit condition(s) should be modified.

(4) Ifnew or site-specific objectives for copper and/or cyanide are not anticipated to be effective by
Decemb er 3l , 2007 , and applicable regulations allow for an extension of the January 1 , 2008
compliance schedule for the WQBELs contained in this Order. In such a case, the Order may be

modified to shorten or extend the compliance schedule.

The Discharger may request Order modification based on (2), (3), and (4) above or on any other valid
legal basis. The Discharger shall include in any such request an antidegradation and antibacksliding
analysis, if applicable.

23. NPDES Permit

This Order shall serve as an NPDES permit pursuant to Section 402 of the Clean Water Act or
amendments thereto, and shall become effective on May L,2005,provided the U.S. EPA Regional
Adminishator has no objection. If the Regional Administrator objects to its issuance, the Order shall
not become effective until such objection is withdrawn.

24. Order Expiration and Reapplication

a. This Order expires on March 31,2010.

b. In accordance with Title23, Chapter 3, Subchapter 9 of the California Administrative Code, the

Discharger must file a report of waste discharge no later than 180 days before the expiration date

of this Order as application for reissue of this permit and waste discharge requirements. The
application shall be accompanied by a summary of all available water quality data including
conventional pollutant data from no less than the most recent three years, and of toxic pollutant
data no less than from the most recent five years, in the discharge and receiving water.
Additionally, the Discharger must include with the application the final results of any studies that
may have bearing on the limits and requirements of the next permit. Such studies, for example,
may include dilution studies. translator studies and alternate bacteria indicator studies.

I, Bruce H. Wolfe, Executive Officer, do hereby certify that the foregoing is a full, true, and correct copy
of an order adopted by the California Regional Water Quality Control Board, San Francisco Bay Region,

BRUCE H. WO
Executive O

on April 20,2005.
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Attachments

A.
B.
C.
D.

E.
F.
G.
H.

a

a

o

a

Discharge Facility Location Map
Discharge Facility Treatment Process Flow Diagram
Self-Monitoring Program, Part B
Part I - Pretreatment Requirements
Part tr - April II,2005, Response to Regional Water Board staff s review of the July 2003

Soscol Water Recycling Facility Local Limits Report
Fact Sheet
Discharger' s Feasibility Study
State Water Board Technical Report
The following documents are part of this Order but are not physically attached due to volume.
They are available on the Internet at:
http ://www.waterboards. ca. gov/sanfranciscobay/Download.htm.
Self-Monitoring Program, Part A (August 1993)
Standard Provisions and Reporting Requirements, August 1993
Regional Water Board Resolution No. 74-10
Statistical Analysis of Pooled Data from Regionwide Ultraclean Mercury Sampling for Municipal
Dischargers, June 2001

August 6, 2001 Regional Water Board staff letter, "Requirement for Monitoring of Pollutants in
Effluent and Receiving Water to Implement New Statewide Regulations and Policy"
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ATTACHMEI\T A

Location Map
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ATTACHMENT B

Treatment Process tr'low Diagram
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ATTACHMENT C

Self-Monitoring Program
Part B



CALIFORNIA REGIONAL WATER QUALITY CONTROL BOARD
SAN FRANCISCO BAY REGION

SELF-MONITORING PROGRAM

FOR

NAPA SANITATION DISTRICT
NAPA COUNTY

NPDES PERMIT NO. CAOO37575
ORDERNO. R2-2005-0008

Consists of:
Part A (not attached)

Adopted August 1993

and

Pqt B (Attached)
Adopted: 4pri120,2005
Effective: May I,2005

Note: Part A, Standard Provisions and Reporting Requirements for NPDES Surface Water
Discharger Permits (dated August 1993), and Resolution No. 74-10 referenced in this Self-

Monitoring Program are not attached but are availablefor review or download on the Regional
Water Board's website at http://www.waterboards.ca.gov/sanfranciscobav/Download.htm
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I. DESCRIPTION

A. INFLUENT

Station

A-002

B. EFFLUENT

Station

E-001

E-001-D

E-001-P

C. RECEIVING WATERS

Station

CC-1

CC-2

CC-3

SELT'MOII-ITORING PROGRAM - PART B

OF'SAMPLING STATIONS

Description

At any point in the Napa Sanitation District treatment facilities' headworks at

which all waste tributary to the system is present and preceding any phase of
treatment.

Description

At any point in the outfall from the treatment facilities between the point of
discharge and the point at which all waste tributary to that outfall is present
(may be the same as E-001-D).

At any point in the treatment facllity, at which point adequate contact with
the disinfectant is assured.

At any point in the oxidation pond at or near the gate where effluent is
discharged to the Napa River.

Description

At any point in the Napa River, located by the Southern Crossing Bridge
approximately 2000 feet upstream from the point of discharge from outfall E-
001.

In the Napa River, the arcalocated within a 100-foot radius from the point of
discharge from the bypass facilities for the Discharger pump station near
Soscol Creek.

In the Napa River, the area immediately above the diffuser system for outfall
E-001.

At any point in the Napa River, located approximately 1000 feet downstream
from the point of discharge outfall E-001.

At any point in the Napa River, located approximately 2000 feet downstream
from the point of discharge outfall E-001 .
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D. GROUND WATER

Station Description

G-2 A well located at northeast comer of pond 1, on the Discharger's property
easterly of the Napa River.

E. LAND OBSERVATIONS

Station

L-l through L-n

F. STABILIZATION PONDS

Station

Description

Located at comers and midpoints of the perimeter around the treatment
facilities. A sketch showing the locations of these stations should
accompany the first report complying with this Order.

Descriotion

P-l through P-n Located at comers and midpoints of each stabilization ponds.

G. OVERFLOWS AND BYPASSES

Station Description

O-1 through O-n Bypass or overflows from manholes, pump stations, or collection system.

Note: kritial self-monitoring report to include map and descriptions of each known bypass or
overflow location.

II. SCHEDULE OF'SAMPLING. ANALYSBS. AND OBSERVATIONS

This Schedule of sarnpling, analyses, and observations shall be that given in Table 1 of this self-
monitoring program.
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Footnotes for Table 1

Daily:
Monthly:

[1] Composite sampling: 24-hour composites may be made up of discrete grabs collected over the course of a

day and volumetrically or mathematically flow-weighted. Samples for inorganic pollutants may be

combined prior to analysis. Samples for organic pollutants should be analyzed separately. If only one grab

sample will be collected, it should be collected during periods of maximum peak flows. Samples shall be

taken on random davs.

[2] Flow Monitoring:
Flows shall be monitored continuously and the following shall be reported in monthly self-monitoring
reports:

Influent and Effluent:
FlowRate (MGD)
Average Daily Flow Rate (MGD)
Maximum Daily Flow Rate (MGD)
Minimum Daily Flow Rate (MGD)
Total Flow Volume (MG)
E-001-P: Estimated flow volume (MG) based on Pond levels measured before and after discharge.

ra f
L-l

I4l

t\lL'J

l6l

vl

BOD & TSS:
Influent analyses for BOD5 and total suspended solids are required 2 days and 3 days a week, respectively,
during the wet season and during dry season is required.

The percent removal for BOD and TSS shall be reported for each calendar month, in accordance with
Effluent Limitation B(iii)(2).

Oil & Grease Monitoring:
Each Oil & Grease sampling event shall consist of a composite sample comprised of three grab samples

taken at equal intervals during the sampling date, with each grab sample being collected in a glass

container. Each glass container used for sample collection or mixing shall be thoroughly rinsed with
solvent rinsings as soon as possible after use, and the solvent rinsings shall be added to the composite
sample for extraction and analysis.

Chlorine Residual:
Monitor dechlorinated effluent continuously or, at a minimurr! every hour. Report, on a daily basis, both
maximum and minimum concentrations, for samples taken both prior to, and following dechlorination. If
continuous monitoring is used, the Discharger may record discrete readings from the continuous
monitoring every hour on the hour, and report, on a daily basis, the maximum concentration observed

following dechlorination. Total chlorine dosage (kg/day) shall be recorded on a daily basis.

The Indexx-Enterolert method or the U.S. EPA Method 1600 are approved for use by the Discharger for the

enterococci determination. Upon collection of 12 months of data demonstrating consistent compliance with
the effluent bacterial limitations, the Discharger may submit a request to the Executive Officer for a
reduction in sampling frequency.

pH. In addition to daily monitoring of the discharge, the Discharger shall collect and analyze one sample of
the treated effluent prior to initiating a period of discharge. Discharge may not be initiated until the pH of
the treated effluent is within the allowable pH range.

Sampling for hardness and salinity shall occur at the upstream receiving water station.

Bioassays:
Monitoring of the bioassay water shall include, on a daily basis during the test, the parameters specified in
the U.S. EPA-approved method, such as pH, dissolved oxygen, ammonia nitrogen, and temperature. These

results shall be reported. If a violation of acute toxicity requirements occurs or if the control frsh survival

t8l

lel
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rate is less than 90 percent, the bioassay test shall be restarted with new batches of fish and shall continue

back to back until compliance is demonstrated.

[10]Critical Life Stage Toxicity Test shall be performed and reported in accordance with the Chronic Toxicity
Requirements specified in Sections V and VI of the Self-Monitoring Program contained in this Order.

I l] The Discharger may, atits option, sarnple effluent mercury either as grab or as 24-hour composite sarrples.

Use ultra-clean sampling (U.S. EPA 1669) to the maximum extent practicable and ultra-clean analyical
methods (U.S. EPA 1631) for mercury monitoring. The Discharger may use alternative methods of analysis
(such as U.S. EPA 245), if that alternative method has an ML of 2 ng/L or less.

p2] Chlorinated dibenzodioxins and chlorinated diberuofurans shall be analyzedusing the latest version of U.S.

EPA Method 1613; the Discharger shall collect 4-liter samples to lower the detection limits to the greatest

extent practicable. Alternative methods of analysis must be approved by the Executive Officer. The

Discharger shall achieve MLs for 2,3,7,8-TCDD and all other 16 congeners using U.S. EPA 1613

dpveloped in collaboration with BACWA as levels that were achievable by BACWA participants (see

BACWA Letter dated April23,2002). These MLs range from 5 to 50 pgll-.

[13]The Discharger shall use Batelle N-0959-2606 or EBMUD method for heated wastewater, the minimum
level is 20 nglL. This ML was developed in collaboration with BACWA as level that was achievable by
BACWA participants (see BACWA Letter dated Apr1123,2002).

[4] Sampling for all priority pollutants in the SIP is addressed in a letter dated August 6,2001, from Regional
Water Board Staff: "Requirements for Monitoring of Pollutants in Effluent and Receiving Water to
Implement New Statewide Regulations and Policy'' (not attached, but available for review or download on
the Regional Water Board's website at www.waterboards.ca.gov/sanfranciscobayl).

[15]Receiving water observations shall include only those contained in Items D.1.a, D.1.b, D.1.c, and D.3 of
Part A (August 1993) of the Self-Monitoring Program. Perimeter observations shall include only D.5.a
(odors) of Part A of the same program

[6] The Discharger shall request to the Regional Water Board when it is necessary to discharge directly from
the oxidations ponds into the Napa River to protect its treatrnent facilities. The Discharger shall sample the
discharge according to the schedule listed in Table I above for the discharge and report the results with the

monthly self-monitoring report of which month the discharge occurs. Sample collection will not be
required if weather and flow conditions would endanger personnel collecting oxidation pond effluent
samples. The monthly self-monitoring report shall note such occasions.

[17] Testing conducted under the pretreatrnent and reclamation programs may be used to satisff the monitoring
requirements of this Order. All analyses shall be performed using current U.S. EPA methods, as specified
in 40 CFR Part 136. Metals units are.expressed as total recoverable metals.

Tables 2 and3 below list the pretreatment requirements.

Table 2, P r etr eatment Monitoring Requirements

Constituents Samnle Locations and X'requencY
Influent A-002 Effluent E-001 Biosolids

VOC 2N 2N 2N
BNA 2tY 2N 2N
Hexavalent Chromium f 1 M M 2N
Metals [2] M M 2N
Mercury M M 2N
Cvanide M M 2N
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Constituents Sample Locations and tr'requency
Influent A-002 Effluent E-001 Biosolids

Chlorinated Pesticides and
PCBs

2N 2N 2N

Organophosphate
Pesticides

2N 2N 2N

Legend for Table 2:
M once each month
2N twice each calendar year (at about 6 month intervals, once in the dry season,

once in the wet season)
VOC volatile organic compounds
BNA base/neutrals and acids extractable organic compowtds

tr'ootnote for Table 2:
t1] Total chromium may be substituted for hexavalent chromium at the Discharger's discretion.

I2l The parameters are copper, lead, mercury, nickel, silver, zinc, and total chromium if the

Discharger elects to substitute total chromium for hexavalent chromium.

Table 3. Pretreatment Monitoring: Analytical Methods and Sample Type

Constituent Suggested Analltical Methods

Sample Type

A-002 &
E-001

Biosolids

voc [1] 624t8260 grab grab

BNA [1] 625/8270. 6t0/8270 24-hotx
comoosite

grab

Hexavalent chromium [2] Standard Methods 3500 grab gJ.ab

Metals [3] GFAA,ICP,ICP.MS 24-hour
composite

grab

Mercury EP A 245, t63t, 7 47 I (SW846) 24-hotx
composite

grab

Cyanide Standard Methods 4500-CN- C or
r.90t2A rsw846)

grab grab

Chlorinated pesticides and
PCBs

EPA 608/8080 24-hour
composite

grab

Organophosphate
pesticides

EPA 61418140 24-hr
comoosite

grab

Footnote for Table 3:

[1] GCA4S methods used must be able to quantiff to an equivalent level as applicable GC methods (EPA
601, 602, 603, 604, 606).

[2] The Discharger may elect to run total chromium instead of hexavalent chromium.

[3] Copper, lead, nickel, silver, zinc, total chromium (if the Discharger elects to run total chromium
instead of hexavalent chromium).
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III. MODIF'ICATIONS TO PART A OF'SELF'.MONITORING PROGRAM

A. If any discrepancies exist befween Part A and Part B of the SMP, Part B prevails.

B. Section C.2.h of Part A shall be amended as follows:

h. When any type of bypass occurs, except for bypasses that are consistent with Prohibition2,
flow volume shall be estimated and samples shall be collected for Table 1 E-001-P

constituents at all affected discharge points for the duration ofthe bypass. Table I
requirements for sample type (grab or composite) and sampling frequency will be followed.

C. Sections C.3. and C.5. are satisfied by participation in the Regional Monitoring Program.

D. Modiff Section F.1 as follows:

Spill Reports
A report shall be made of any spill of oil or other hazardous material. The spill shall be reported
by telephone as soon as possible and no later than 24 hours following occutrence or Discharger's

knowledge of occurrence. Spills shall be reported by telephone as follows:

During weekdays. during office hours of 8 am to 5 pm. to the Regional Water Board: (510) 622 -

5633. (510) 622-2460 GAX).
During non-office hours, to the State Office of Emergency Services:
Current telephone number: (800) 852 - 7550.

A report shall be submitted to the Regional Water Board within five (5) working days following
telephone notification, unless directed otherwise by Regional Water Board staff. A report
submitted by facsimile transmission is acceptable for this reporting. The written report shall
contain information relative to:

E. Modify Section F.2 (first paragraph) as follows:

Reports of Plant Bypass, Treatment Unit Bypass and Order Violation
The following requirements apply to all treatment plant bypasses and significant non-compliance
occurences, except for bypasses under the conditions contained in 40 CFR Part 122.4I (m)(a) as

stated in Standard Provision A.13. kl the event the Discharger violates or threatens to violate the
conditions of the waste discharge requirements and prohibitions or intends to experience a plant
bypass or treatment unit bypass due to:

(remainder of F.2 is unchanged)

F. Modiff Section F.4 as follows:

Self-Monitoring Reports
For each calendar month, a self-monitoring report (SMR) shall be submiffed to the Regional
Water Board in accordance with the requirements listed in Self-Monitoring Program, Part A. The
purpose of the report is to document treatment performance, effluent quality and compliance with
waste discharge requirements prescribed by this Order, as demonstrated by the monitoring
program data and the Discharger's operation practices. The report shall be submitted to the
Regional Water Board on the first da)i of the second month after the reporting period ends.
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G.

H.

I.

[And add at the end of Section F.4 the following:]

g. If the Discharger wishes to invalidate any measurement, the letter of transmittal will include:
a formal request to invalidate the measurement; the original measurement in question; the

reason for invalidating the measurement; all relevant documentation that supports the
invalidation (e.g., laboratory sheet, log entry, testresults, etc.); and discussion ofthe
corrective actions taken or planned (with a time schedule for completion), to prevent
recurrence of the sampling or measurement problem. The invalidation of a measurement
requires the approval of Water Board staff, and will be based solely on the documentation
submitted at this time.

h. The Discharger has the option to submit all monitoring results in an electronic reporting
format approved by the Executive Officer. The ERS format includes, but is not limited to, a

transmittal letter, summary of violation details and corrective actions, and transmittal receipt.
If there are any discrepancies between the ERS requirements and the "hard copy"
requirements listed in the SMP, then the approved ERS requirements supersede.

Add at the end of Section F.5, Annual Reporting, the following:

d. A plan view drawing or map showing the Discharger's facility, flow routing and sampling

and observation station locations.

Add as Section F.6 the following:

Reports of Wastewater Overflows
The Regional Water Board developed an electronic sanitary sewer overflow reporting system,

overflows of sewage from the Discharger's collection system, other than overflows specifically
addressed elsewhere in this Order and SMP, shall be reported to the Regional Water Board in
accordance with the requirements specified in the Executive Officer's letter (Requirement for
Electronic Reporting of Sanitary Sewer Ovedlows) dated Novemb er 4, 2004. In the event the
internet database in not available, the Discharger shall report the overflow by voicemail at 510-
622-5633.

Amend Section E as Follows:

Recording Requirements - Records to be Maintained
Written reports, electronic records, strip charts, equipment calibration and maintenance records,
and other records pertinent to demonstrating compliance with waste discharge requirements
including SMP requirements, shall be maintained by the Discharger in a manner andat a location
(e.g., wastewater treatment plant or Discharger offices) such that the records are accessible to
Regional Water Board staff. These records shall be retained by the Discharger for a minimum of
3 years. The minimum period of retention shall be extended during the course of any unresolved
litigation regarding the subject discharges, or when requested by the Regional Water Board or by
the Regional Administrator of U.S. EPA, Region D(.

Records to be maintained shall include the following:

1. Parameter Sampling and Analyses, and Observations
For each sample, analysis, or observation conducted, records shall include the following:
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a.

b.

d.

e.

f.

g
D'
h.
i.

Identity of the parameter.
Identity of the sampling or observation station, consistent with the station descriptions given in

this SMP.
Date and time of the sampling or observation.
Method of sampling (grab, composite, other method).
Date the analysis was started, and name of personnel or contract laboratory performing the

analysis.
Reference or description of the procedure(s) used for sample preservation and handling, and

analytical method(s) used.
Calculations of results.
Analytical method detection limits and related quantitation parameters.
Results of the analyses or observations.

Flow Monitoring Data
For all required flow monitoring (e.g., influent and effluent flows), records shall include the

following:
a. Total flow or volume for each day.
b. Maximum, minimum, and average daily flows for each calendar month.

Wastewater Treatment Process Solids
a. For each treatment unit process that involves solid removal from the wastewater stream,

records shall include the following:
(1). Total volume and/or mass quantification of solids removed from each unit (e.g., grit,

skimmings, undigested sludge), for each calendar month
(2). Final disposition of such solids (e.g., landfill, other subsequent treatment unit).

b. For final dewatered sludge from the treatment plant as a whole, records shall include the
following:
(1). Total volume and/or mass quantification of dewatered sludge, for each calendar month.
(2). Solids content of the dewatered sludge.
(3). Final disposition of dewatered sludge (point of disposal location and disposal method).

Disinfection Process
For the disinfection process, records shall be maintained documenting process operation and

performance, including the following:
a. For bacteriological analyses:

(1). Date and time of each sample collected.
(2). Wastewater flow rate atthe time of the sample collection.
(3). Results of the sample analyses (enterococci count).
(4). Required statistical parameters of cumulative enterococci values (e.g., geometric mean

for a number of samples or the sampling period identified in waste discharge
requirements).

b. For the chlorination process, at least daily average values for the following:
(1). Chlorine residual in contact basin (mgll.).
(2). Chlorine dosage (galldar.
(3). Dechlorination chemical dosage (kg/dar.

Treatment Process Bypasses
A chronological log ofall treatment process bypasses, other than wet season bypasses addressed

elsewhere in this Order and SMP, shall include the following:

2.

3.

4.

5.

t1
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a. Identification of the treatment process bypassed.
b. Date(s) and times of bypass beginning and end.
c. Total bypass duration.
d. Estimated total volume.
e. Description of, or reference to other report(s) describing, the bypass event, the cause,

corrective actions taken, and any additional monitoring conducted.

TV. ADDITIONS TO PART A OF SNT,T-VTOUTORING PROGRAM

Reporting Data in Electronic Format:

The Discharger has the option to submit all monitoring results in electronic reporting format
approved by the Executive Officer. If the Discharger chooses to submit the SMRs electronically,
the following shall apply:

a. Reporting Method: The Discharger shall submit SMRs electronically via the process approved
by the Executive Officer in a letter dated December 17, 1999, Official Implementation of
Electronic Reporting System (ERS).

b. Modification of reporting requirements; Fieporting requirements F.4 in the attached Self-

Monitoring program, Part A, dated August 1993, shall be modified as follows. [r the future,
the Regional Water Board intends to modiff Part A to reflect these changes.

c. Monthly Report Requirements.' For each calendar month, a self-monitoring report (SMR) shall

be submitted to the Regional Water Board in accordance with the following:

i. The report shall be submitted to the Regional Water Board no later than the first day of the

second month after the reporting period ends.

ii. Letter of Transmittal:Eachreport shall be submitted with a letter of transmittal. This letter
shall include the following:

(1) Identification of all violations of effluent limits or other discharge requirements found
during the monitoring period;

(2) Details of the violations: parameters, magnitude, test results, frequency, and dates;

(3) The cause of the violations;

(4) Discussion of corrective actions taken or planned to resolve violations and prevent
reculrence, and dates or time schedule of action implementation. If previous reports have
been submitted that address corrective actions, reference to such reports is satisfactory;

(5) If the Discharger wishes to invalidate any measurement, the letter of transmittal will
include: a formal request to invalidate the measurement; the original measurement in
question; the reason for invalidating the measurement; all relevant documentation that
supports the invalidation (e.g., laboratory sheet, log entry, test results, etc.); and
discussion of the corrective actions taken or planned (with a time schedule for
completion), to prevent recrrrence of the sampling or measurement problem. The
invalidation of a measurement requires the approval of Regional Water Board staff, and

will be based solely on the documentation submitted at this time.

(6) Signature: The letter of transmittal shall be signed by the Discharger's principal
executive officer or ranking elected official, or duly authorized representative, and shall
include the followine certifi cation statement:

t2
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v.

"I certifz under penalty of law that this document and all attachments have been prepared

under my direction or supervision in accordance with a system designed to assure that
qualified personnel properly gathered and evaluated the information submitted. The
information submitted is, to the best of my knowledge and belief, true, accurate and

complete. I am aware that there are significant penalties for submitting false information,
including the possibility of fine and imprisonment."

(7) Compliance evaluation swnmary: Each report shall include a compliance evaluation
sunmary. This summary shall include the number of samples in violation of applicable
effluent limits.

(8) Results of analyses and observations.

(9) Tabulations of all required analyses and observations, including parameter, sample date,

sample station, and test result.

(10) If any parameter is monitored more frequently than required by this permit and SMP,
the results of this additional monitoring shall be included in the monitoring report, and
the data shall be included in data calculations and compliance evaluations for the
monitoring period.

(1 1) Calculations for all effluent limits that require averaging of measurements shall utilize an

arithmetic mean, unless specified otherwise in this permit or SMP.

CHRONIC TOXICITY MONITORING REQTIIREMENT

A. Test Species and Frequency: The Discharger shall collect 24-hour composite samples of
treatment plant effluent at the compliance point station specified in Table 1 of this
Self-Monitoring Program, for critical life stage toxicity testing as indicated below. For
toxicity tests requiring renewals,24-hotr composite samples collected on consecutive days

are required.

Test Species

To be identified by the
Screening Phase Study
and Approved by the
Executive Officer

Frequency

Quarterly (during wet season)
Each occurrence if an emergency discharge lasts

longer thanT days but no more than
once each quarter

B. Conditions for Accelerated Monitoring: The Discharger shall accelerate the frequency of
monitoring to monthly (or as otherwise specified by the Executive Officer) when there is an

exceedance of either of the following conditions:

(1) Wet season discharges:
a. three sample median value of 10 TUc, and
b. a single sample maximumvalue of 20 TUc.

(2) Dry season discharges: a single sample maximum value of 1 TUc.

C. Methodology: Sample collection, handling and preservation shall be in accordance with EPA
protocols. The test methodology used shall be in accordance with the references cited in the
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Permit, or as approved by the Executive Officer. A concurrent reference toxicant test shall

be performed for each test.

D. Dilution Series: The Discharger shall conduct tests at L00Vo, 50%, 25%, l2.5Vo, and

6.25%.The '% " represents percent effluent as discharged.

VI. CHRONIC TOXICITY REPORTING REQTIIREMENTS

A. Routine Reporting: Toxicity test results for the current reporting period shall include at a

minimum. for each test

1. sample date(s)

2. test initiation date

3. test species

4. end point values for each dilution (e.g. number of young, growth rate, percent
. survival)

5. NOEC value(s) in percent effluent
6. ICrc, lCzs,IC+0, and ICso values (or ECrs, ECx ... etc.) in percent effluent
7. TUc values (100/NOEC, 100/ICx, and 100/ECx)
8. Mean percent mortality ( + s. d. ) after 96 hours in 100 % effluent (if applicable)
9. NOEC and LOEC values for reference toxicant test(s)
10. IC5g or EC5g value(s) for reference toxicant test(s)

11. Available water quality measurements for each test (ex. pH, D.O., temperature,

conductivity, hardness, salinity, ammonia)

B. Compliance Summary: The results of the chronic toxicity testing shall be provided in the

most recent self-monitoring report and shall include a summary table of chronic toxicity data

from at least eleven of the most recent samples. The information in the table shall include the

items listed above under Section A item numbers 1,3, 5, 6(1C25 or EC25),7, and 8.

YII. MONITORING METHODS AIID MINIMTIM DETECTION LEVELS

The Discharger may use the methods listed in Table 2, above, or alternative test procedures that have

been approved by the U.S. EPA Regional Administrator pursuant to 40 CFR 136.4 ard40 CFR 136.5

(revised as of May 14,1999).

VIII. SELT'-MOMTORING PROGRAM CERTIT'ICATION

I, Bruce H. Wolfe, Executive Officer, hereby certiff that the foregoing Self-Monitoring Progtam:

1. Has been developed in accordance with the procedure set forth in this Regional Water Board's
Resolution No. 73-16 in order to obtain data and document compliance with waste discharge
requirements established in Regional Water Board Order No. R2-2005-0008.

l4
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2. May be reviewed at any time subsequent to the effective date upon wriuen notice from the

Executive Officer or request from the Discharger, and revisions will be ordered by the Executive
Officer.

3. Is effective as of Mav 1.2005.

Attachment: Chronic Toxicitv
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A.

B.

CHRONIC TOXICITY

DEX'IMTION OX'TERMS AND SCREENING PHASE REQUIREMENTS

I. Definition of Terms

C.

No observed effect level (NOEL) for compliance determination is equal to IC25 or ECzs. If the

IC25 or EC25 cannot be statistically determined, the NOEL shall be equal to the NOEC derived
using hypothesis testing.

Effective concentration (EC) is a point estimate of the toxicant concentration that would cause an

adverse effect on a quantal, "all or nothing," response (such as death, immobilization, or serious
incapacitation) in a given percent of the test organisms. If the effect is death or immobility, the

term lethal concentration (LC) may be used. EC values may be calculated using point estimation
techniques such as probit, logit, and Spearman-Karber. EC25 is the concentration of toxicant (in
percent effluent) that causes a response in 25 percent of the test organisms.

Inhibition concentration (IC) is a point estimate of the toxicant concentration that would cause a

given percent reduction in a nonlethal, nonquantal biological measurement, such as growth. For
example, anlC25 is the estimated concentration of toxicant that would cause a 25 percent
reduction in average young per female or growth. IC values may be calculated using a linear
interpolation method such as U.S. EPA's Bootstrap Procedure.

No observed effect concentration (NOEC) is the highest tested concentration of an effluent or a
toxicant at which no adverse effects are observed on the aquatic test organisms at a specific time
of observation. It is determined using hypothesis testing.

D.

II. Chronic Toxicity Screening Phase Requirements

A. The Discharger shall perform screening phase monitoring:

1. Subsequent to any significant change in the nature of the effluent discharged through changes

in sources or treatment, except those changes resulting from reductions in pollutant
concentrations attributable to source control efforts. or

2. Prior to permit reissuance. Screening phase monitoring data shall be included in the NPDES
permit application for reissuance. The information shall be as recent as possible, but may be

based on screening phase monitoring conducted within 5 years before the permit expiration
date.

B. Design of the screening phase shall, at a minimum, consist of the following elements:

1. Use of test species specified in Tables I and2 (attached), and use of the protocols referenced
in those tables, or as approved by the Executive Officer.

a. Staee 1 shall consist of a minimum of one battery of tests conducted concurrently.
Selection of the type of test species and minimum number of tests shall be based on Table

3 (attached).

2.
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b. Stage 2 shall consist of a minimum of two test batteries conducted at a monthly
frequency using the three most sensitive species based on the Stage 1 test results and as

approved by the Executive Officer.

Appropriate controls.

Concurrent reference toxicant tests.

C. The Discharger shall submit a screening phase proposal to the Executive Officer for approval. The
proposal shall address each of the elements listed above.

a

4.



Table 1. Critical Life Stage Toxicity Tests for Estuarine Waters

Species (Scientific Name) Effect Test Duration Reference

Alga

Red alga

Giant kelp

Abalone

Oyster
Mussel

Echinoderms -
Urchins

Sand dollar

Shrimp

Shrimp

Topsmelt

(Skeletonema costatum)
(Thalassiosira
pseudonana)

(Champia parvula)

(Macrocystis pyrfera)

(Haliotis rufescens)

(Crassostrea gigas)
(Mytilus edulis)

(Strongtlocentrotus
purpuratus,

S. franciscanus)
(Dendras ter excentricus)

(Mysidopsis bahia)

(Holmes imys is costata)

(Atherinops affinis)

(Menidia beryllina)

Growth rate

Number of
cystocarps

Percent
germination; germ

tube length

Abnormal shell
development

Abnormal shell
development;

percent survival

Percent fertilization

Percent survival;
growth

Percent survival;
growth

Percent survival;
growth

Lawal growth rate;
percent survival

4 days

7-9 days

48 hours

48 hours

48 hours

I hour

7 days

7 days

7 days

7 days

Toxicity Test References:
1. American Society for Testing Materials (ASTM). 1990. Standard Guide for Conducting Static 96-

Hour Toxicity Tests with Microalgae. Procedure E 1218-90. ASTM, Philadelphia, PA.
2. Short-term Methods for Estimating the Chronic Toxicity of Effluent and Receiving Waters to West

Coast Marine and Estuarine Organisms. EPA/600/R-951136. August 1995.
3. Short-term Methods for Estimating the Chronic Toxicity of Effluent and Receiving Waters to Marine

and Estuarine Organisms. EPA/600/4-90I003. July 1994.
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Table 2. Critical Life Stage Toxicity Tests for Fresh Waters

Species (Scientific Name) Effect Test Duration Reference

(Pimephales
promelas)

(Ceriodaphnia
dubia)

(Selenastrum
capricornutum)

Toxicity Test Reference:
4. Short-term Methods for Estimating the Chronic Toxicity of Effluents and Receiving Waters to

Freshwater Organisms, third edition . EP N 600 I 4 -9 | I 002. J uly | 9 9 4.

Table 3. Toxicity Test Requirements for Stage One Screening Phase

[1] The freshwater species may be substituted with marine species if:
(a) The salinity of the effluent is above 1 part per thousand (ppt) greater than 95 percent of the time, or

(b) The ionic strength (TDS or conductivity) of the effluent at the test concentration used to determine
compliance is documented to be toxic to the test species.

[2](a) Marine/Estuarine refers to receiving water salinities greater than 1 ppt at least 95 percent of the time
during a normal water year.

(b) Fresh refers to receiving water with salinities less than 1 ppt at least 95 percent of the time during a

normal water vear.

Fathead minnow

Water flea

Alga

Survival;
growth rate

Survival;
number ofyoung

Cell division rate

7 days

7 days

4 days

Requirements Receiving Water Characteristics

Discharges to Coast Discharges to San Francisco Baylzt

Ocean Marine/Estuarine Freshwater

Taxonomic diversitv l plant
1 invertebrate

1 fish

1 plant
1 invertebrate

1 fish

l plant
I invertebrate

1fish

Number of tests of each
salinity type: Freshwatertrl

Marine/Estuarine
0
4

lor2
3or4

3

0

Total number of tests 4 5 J

l9
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ATTACHMENT D
PART I

Pretreatment Requirements
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1.

2.

a

Pretreatment Program Provisions

The Discharger shall implement all pretreatment requirements contained in 40 CFR 403, as amended.

The Discharger shall be subject to enforcement actions, penalties, and fines as provided in the Clean

Water Act (33 USC 1351 et seq.), as amended. The Discharger shall implement and enforce its
Approved Pretreatment Program or modified Pretreatment Program as directed by the Regional Water
Board's Executive Officer or the EPA. The EPA and/or the State may initiate enforcement action
against an industrial user for noncompliance with applicable standards and requirements as provided
in the Clean Water Act.

The Discharger shall enforce the requirements promulgated under Sections 307(b), 307(c),307(d) and

402(b) of the Clean Water Act. The Discharger shall cause industrial users subject to Federal
Categorical Standards to achieve compliance no later than the date specified in those requirements or,

in the case of a new industrial user, upon conrmencement of the discharge.

The Discharger shall perform the pretreatment functions as required in 40 CFR Part 403 and

amendments or modifications thereto including, but not limited to:

i) Implement the necessary legal authorities to fully implement the pretreatment regulations as

provided in 40 CFR a03.8(0(1);

ii) Implement the programmatic functions as provided in 40 CFR a03.8(fX2);

iiD Publish an annual list of industrial users in significant noncompliance as provided per 40
CFR 403.8(0(2Xvii);

iv) Provide for the requisite funding and personnel to implement the pretreatment program as

provided in 40 CFR 403.8(0(3); and

v) Enforce the national pretreatment standards for prohibited discharges and categorical
standards as provided in 40 CFR 403.5 and 403.6, respectively.

The Discharger shall submit annually a report to the EPA Region 9, the State Water Board and the
Regional Water Board describing its pretreatment program activities over the previous twelve
months. In the event that the Discharger is not in compliance with any conditions or requirements of
the Pretreatment Program, the Discharger shall also include the reasons for noncompliance and a plan
and schedule for achieving compliance. The report shall contain, but is not limited to, the information
specified in Appendix A entitled, "Requirements for Pretreatment Annual Reports," which is made a
part of this Order. The annual report is due on the last day of February each year.

The Discharger shall submit semiannual pretreatment reports to the EPA Region 9, the State Water
Board and the Regional Water Board describing the status of its significant industrial users (Srus).
The report shall contain, but is not limited to, the information specified in Appendix B entitled,
"Requirements for Semiannual Pretreatment Reports," which is made part of this Order. The
semiannual reports are due July 3 1* (for the period Jantary through June) and January 31" (for the
period July through December) of each year. The Executive Officer may exempt a Discharger from
the semiannual reporting requirements on a case by case basis subject to State Water Board and
EPA's comment and approval.

4.

5.
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6.

n

The Discharger may combine the annual pretreatment report with the semiannual pretreatment report
(for the July through December reporting period). The combined report shall contain all of the

information requested in Appendices A and B and will be due on January 31" of each year.

The Discharger shall conduct the monitoring of its treatment plant's influent, effluent, and sludge as

described in Appendix C entitled, "Requirements for Influent, Effluent and Sludge Monitoring,"
which is made part of this Order. The results of the sampling and analysis, along with a discussion of
any trends, shall be submitted in the semiannual reports. A tabulation of the data shall be included in
the annual pretreatment report. The Executive Officer may require more or less frequent monitoring
on a case by case basis.
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APPENDIX A
RE QIIIREMENTS F'OR PRETREATMENT ANIIUAL REPORTS

The Pretreatrnent Annual Report is due each year on the last day of February. [If the annual report is
combined with the semiannual report (for the July through December period) the submittal deadline is
January 3l'tof each year.] The purpose of the Annual Report is 1) to describe the status of the Publicly
Owned Treatment Works (POTW) pretreatment program and2) to report on the effectiveness of the
program, as determined by comparing the results of the preceding year's program implementation. The
report shall contain at a minimum, but is not limited to, the following information:

Cover Sheet

The cover sheet must contain the name(s) and National Pollutant Discharge Elimination
Discharge System (NPDES) permit number(s) of those POTWs that are part of the Pretreatment
Program. Additionally, the cover sheet must include: the name, address and telephone number of
a pretreatment contact person; the period covered in the report; a statement of truthfulness; and

the dated signature of a principal executive officer, ranking elected official, or other duly
authorized employee who is responsible for overall operation of the POTW (40 CFR 403.12(i).

Introduction

The Introduction shall include any pertinent background information related to the Discharger,
the POTW and/or the industrial user base of the area. Also, this section shall include an update
on the status of any Pretreatment Compliance Inspection (PCI) tasks, Pretreatment Performance
Evaluation tasks, Pretreatment Compliance Audit (PCA) tasks, Cleanup and Abatement Order
(CAO) tasks, or other pretreatment-related enforcement actions required by the Regional Water
Board or the EPA. A more specific discussion shall be included in the section entitled, "Program
Changes."

Definitions

This section shall contain a list of key terms and their definitions that the Discharger uses to
describe or characterize elements of its pretreatment program.

Discussion of Upset, Interference and Pass Through

This section shall include a discussion of Upset, Interference or Pass Through incidents, if any, at
the POTW(s) that the Discharger knows of or suspects were caused by industrial discharges.
Each incident shall be described, at a minimum, consisting of the following information:
a) a description of what occurred;

b) a description of what was done to identifii the source;

c) the name and address of the IU responsible

d) the reason(s) *hy the incident occurred;

e) a description ofthe corrective actions taken; and

0 an examination of the local and federal discharge limits and requirements for the
purposes of determining whether any additional limits or changes to existing

2)

3)

4)
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s)

6)

7)

8)

requirements may be necessary to prevent other Upset, Interference or Pass Through
incidents.

Influent, Effluent and Sludge Monitoring Results

This section shall provide a sunmary of the analytical results from the "Influent, Effluent and

Sludge Monitoring" as specified in Appendix C. The results should be reported in a summary
matrix that lists monthly influent and effluent metal results for the reporting year.

A graphical representation of the influent and effluent metal monitoring data for the past five
years shall also be provided with a discussion of any trends.

Inspection and Sampling Program

This section shall contain at a minimum, but is not limited to, the following information:
a) Inspections: the number of inspections performed for each type of IU; the criteria for

determining the frequency of inspections; the inspection format procedures;

b) Sampling Events: the number of sampling events performed for each type of IU; the

criteria for determining the frequency of sampling; the chain of custody procedures.

Enforcement Procedures

This section shall provide information as to when the approved Enforcement Response Plan
(ERP) had been formally adopted or last revised. Lr addition, the date the finalized ERP was
submitted to the Regional Water Board shall also be given.

Federal Categories

This section shall contain a list of all of the federal categories that apply to the Discharger. The
specific category shall be listed including the subpart and 40 CFR section that applies. The
maximum and average limits for the each category shall be provided. This list shall indicate the

number of Categorical Industrial Users (CIUs) per category and the CIUs that are being regulated
pursuant to the category. The information and data used to determine the limits for those CIUs
for which a combined waste stream formula is applied shall also be provided.

Local Standards

This section shall include a table presenting the local limits.

Updated List of Regulated SIUs

This section shall contain a complete and updated list of the Discharger's Significant Industrial
Users (SIUs), including their names, addresses, and a brief description of the individual SIU's
type of business. The list shall include all deletions and additions keyed to the list as submitted in
the previous annual report. All deletions shall be briefly explained.

Compliance Activities

a) Inspection and Sampling Summary: This section shall contain a summary of all the
inspections and sampling activities conducted by the Discharger over the past year to
gather information and data regarding the SIUs. The summary shall include:

e)

10)

I l)
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b)

the number of inspections and sampling events conducted for each SIU;

the quarters in which these activities were conducted; and

the compliance status of each SIU, delineated by quarter, and characteized
using all applicable descriptions as given below:

(a) in consistent compliance;

(b) in inconsistent compliance;

(c) in significant noncompliance;

(d) on a compliance schedule to achieve compliance, (include the date final
compliance is required);

(e) not in compliance and not on a compliance schedule;

(0 compliance status unknown, and why not.

Enforcement Summary: This section shall contain a surnmary of the compliance and

enforcement activities during the past year. The summary shall include the names of all
the SIUs affected by the following actions:

(s)

Warning letters or notices of violations regarding SIUs' apparent noncompliance
with or violation of any federal pretreatment categorical standards and/or
requirements, or local limits andlor requirements. For each notice, indicate
whether it was for an infraction of a federal or local standard/limit or
requirement.

Adminishative Orders regarding the SIUs' apparent noncompliance with or
violation of any federal pretreatment categorical standards and/or requirements,
or local limits and/or requirements. For each notice, indicate whether it was for
an infraction of a federal or local standard/limit or requirement.

Civil actions regarding the SIUs' apparent noncompliance with or violation of
any federal pretreatment categorical standards and/or requirements, or local
limits and./or requirements. For each notice, indicate whether it was for an

infraction of a federal or local standard/limit or requirement.

Criminal actions regarding the SIUs' apparent noncompliance with or violation
of any federal pretreatment categorical standards and/or requirements, or local
limits and/or requirements. For each notice, indicate whether it was for an

infraction of a federal or local standard./limit or requirement.

Assessment of monetary penalties. Identifu the amount of penalty in each case

and reason for assessing the penalty.

Order to restrict/suspend discharge to the POTW.

Order to disconnect the discharse from entering the POTW.

(1)

(2)

(3)

(6)

(7)

(1)

(2)

(3)

(4)
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12)

13)

l4)

15)

16)

17)

Baseline Monitoring Report Update

This section shall provide a list of CIUs that have been added to the pretreaftnent progtam since

the last annual report. This list of new CIUs shall summarize the status of the respective Baseline

Monitoring Reports (BMR). The BMR must contain all of the information specified in 40 CFR
403.12(b). For each of the new CIUs, the summary shall indicate when the BMR was due; when
the CIU was notified by the POTW of this requirement; when the CIU submitted the report;
and/or when the report is due.

Pretreatment Program Changes

This section shall contain a description of any significant changes in the Pretreatment Program
during the past year including, but not limited to: legal authority, local limits, monitoring/
inspection program and frequency, enforcement protocol, program's administrative structure,
staffing level, resource requirements and funding mechanism. If the manager of the
pretreatment program changes, a revised orgarizational chart shall be included. If any element(s)
of the program is in the process of being modified, this intention shall also be indicated.

Pretreatment Program Budget

This section shall present the budget spent on the Pretreatment Program. The budget either by
the calendar or fiscal year, shall show the amounts spent on personnel, equipment, chemical
analyses and any other appropriate categories. A brief discussion of the source(s) of funding shall
be provided.

Public Participation Summary

This section shall include a copy of the public notice as required in 40 CFR 403.8(0(2xvii). If a
notice was not published, the reason shall be stated.

Sludge Storage and Disposal Practice

This section shall have a description of how the treated sludge is stored and ultimately disposed.
The sludge storage area, if one is used, shall be described in detail. Its location, a description of
the containment features and the sludge handling procedures shall be included.

PCS Data Entry Form

The annual report shall include the PCS Data Entry Form. This form shall summanzethe
enforcement actions taken against SIUs in the past year. This form shall include the following
information: the POTW name, NPDES Permit number, period covered by the report, the number
of SIUs in significant noncompliance (SNC) that are on a pretreatment compliance schedule, the
number of notices of violation and administrative orders issued against SIUs, the number of civil
and criminal judicial actions against SIUs, the number of SIUs that have been published as a

result of being in SNC, and the number of SIUs from which penalties have been collected.

Other Subjects

Other information related to the Pretreatment Program that does not fit into one of the above
categories should be included in this section.

18)
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Signed copies of the reports shall be submitted to the Regional Administrator at U.S. EPA, the

State Water Board and the Regional Water Board at the following addresses:

Regional Administrator
United States Environmental Protection Agency
Region 9, Mail Code: WTR-7
Clean Water Act Compliance Office
Water Division
75 Hawthorne Street
SanFrancisco, CA 94105

Pretreatment Pro gram Manager
Regulatory Unit
State Water Resources Control Board
Division of Water Quality
1001 I Street
Sacramento, CA 95814

Pretreatment Coordinator
NPDES Permits Division
SF Bay Regional Water Quality Control Board
1515 Clay Street, Suite 1400
Oakland. CA 94612
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APPENDIX B:
REQUIREMENTS FOR SEMIANIIUAL PRETREATMENT REPORTS

The semiannual pretreatment reports are due on July 31$ (for pretreatment program activities conducted

from January through June) and January 3l't (for pretreatment activities conducted from July through
December) of each year, unless an exception has been granted by the Regional Water Board's Executive
Officer. The semiannual reports shall contain, at a minimum, but is not limited to, the following
information:

1) Influent, Effluent and Sludge Monitoring

The influent, effluent and sludge monitoring results shall be included in the report. The analytical
laboratory report shall also be included, with the QA/QC data validation provided upon request.

A description of the sampling procedures and a discussion of the results shall be given. (Please

see Appendix C for specific detailed requirements.) The contributing source(s) of the parameters

that exceed NPDES limits shall be investigated and discussed. In addition, a brief discussion of
the contributing source(s) of all organic compounds identified shall be provided.
The Discharger has the option to submit all monitoring results via an electronic reporting format
approved by the Executive Officer. The procedures for submitting the data will be similar to the

electronic submittal of the NPDES self-monitoring reports as outlined in the December 17,1999
Regional Water Board letter, Official Implementation of Electronic Reporting System (ERS).

The Discharger shall contact the Regional Water Board's ERS Project Manager for specific
details in submitting the monitoring data.
If the monitoring results are submitted electronically, the analytical laboratory reports (along with
the QA/QC data validation) should be kept at the discharger's facility.

2) Industrial User Compliance Status

This section shall contain a list of all Significant hrdustrial Users (SIUs) that were not in
consistent compliance with all pretreatment standards/limits or requirements for the reporting
period. The compliance status for the previous reporting period shall also be included. Once the

SIU has determined to be out of compliance, the SIU shall be included in the report until
consistent compliance has been achieved. A brief description detailing the actions that the SIU
undertook to come back into compliance shall be provided.
For each SIU on the list, the following information shall be provided:

a. Indicate if the SIU is subj ect to Federal categorical standards; if so, speci$r the category

including the subpart that applies.

b. For SIUs subject to Federal Categorical Standards, indicate if the violation is of a
categorical or local standard.

c. Indicate the compliance status of the SIU for the two quarters of the reporting period.

d. For violations/noncompliance occurring in the reporting period, provide (1) the date(s) of
violation(s); (2) the parameters and corresponding concentrations exceeding the limits
and the discharge limits for these parameters and (3) a brief summary of the
noncompliant event(s) and the steps that are being taken to achieve compliance.

3) POTW's Compliance with Pretreatment Program Requirements
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This section shall contain a discussion of the Discharger's compliance status with the

Pretreatment Program Requirements as indicated in the latest Pretreabnent Compliance Audit
(PCA) Report, Pretreatment Compliance Inspection (PCI) Report or Pretreatment Performance
Evaluation (PPE) Report. It shall contain a summary of the following information:
a. Date of latest PCA, PCI or PPE and report.

b. Date of the Discharger's response.

c. List ofunresolved issues.

d. Plan and schedule for resolving the remaining issues.

The reports shall be signed by a principal executive officer, ranking elected official, or other duly
authorized employee who is responsible for the overall operation of the Publicly Owned
Treatment Works (POTW) (40 CFR 403.12{)). Signed copies of the reports shall be submitted to
the Regional Administrator atU.S. EPA, the State Water Resources Control Board and the

Regional Water Board at the following addresses:

Regional Admini strator
United States Environmental Protection Agency
Region 9, Mail Code: WTR-7
Clean Water Act Compliance Office
Water Division
75 Hawthorne Street
SanFrancisco, CA 94105

Pretreatment Pro gram Manager
Regulatory Unit
State Water Resources Control Board
Division of Water Quality
1001 I Street
Sacramento, CA 95814

Pretreatment Coordinator
NPDES Permits Division
SF Bay Regional Water Quality Control Board
1515 Clay Street, Suite 1400
Oakland. CA 94612



APPEIIDIX C
REQIIIREMENTS FOR INFLIIENT, EFFLIIENT AND SLITDGE MOMTORING

The Discharger shall conduct sampling of its treatment plant's influent, effluent and sludge at the
frequency as shown in Table 5 on Page 8 of the Self-Monitoring Program (SMP).
The monitoring and reporting requirements of the POTW's Pretreatment Program are in addition to those

specified in Table 1 of the SMP. Any subsequent modifications of the requirements specified in Table I
shall be adhered to and shall not affect the requirements described in this Appendix unless written notice
from the Regional Water Board is received. When sampling periods coincide, one set of test results,
reported separately, may be used for those parameters that are required to be monitored by both Table 1

and the Pretreatment Program. The Pretreatment Program monitoring reports shall be sent to the
Pretreatment Program Coordinator.

1. Influent and Effluent Monitoring

The Discharger shall monitor for the parameters using the required test methods listed in Table 4
on page 7 of the SMP. Any test method substitutions must have received prior written Regional
Water Board approval. lrfluent and Effluent sampling locations shall be the same as those sites

specified in the Self-Monitoring Program.

The influent and effluent sampled should be taken during the same 24-hour period. All samples

must be representative of daily operations. A grab sample shall be used for volatile organic
compounds, cyanide and phenol. In addition, any samples for oil and grease, polychlorinated
biphenyls, dioxins/furans, and polynuclear aromatic hydrocarbons shall be grab samples. For all
other pollutants, 24-hour composite samples must be obtained through flow-proportioned
composite sampling. Sampling and analysis shall be performed in accordance with the
techniques prescribed in 40 CFR Part 136 and amendments thereto. For effluent monitoring, the

reporting limits for the individualparameters shall be at or below the minimum levels (MLs) as

stated in the Policy for Implementation of Toxics Standards for Inland Surface Waters, Enclosed
Bays, and Estuaries of California (2000) falso known as the State Implementation Policy (SIP)];
any revisions to the MLs shall be adhered to. If a parameter does not have a stated minimum
level, then the Discharger shall conduct the analysis using the lowest commercially available and

reasonably achievable detection levels.

The following standardized report format should be used for submittal of the influent and effluent
monitoring report. A similar structured format may be used but will be subject to Regional Water
Board approval. The monitoring reports shall be submitted with the Semiannual Reports.

A. Sampling Procedures - This section shall include a brief discussion of the sample
locations, collection times, how the sample was collected (i.e., direct collection using
vials or bottles, or other types of collection using devices such as automatic samplers,
buckets, or beakers), types ofcontainers used, storage procedures and holding times.
Include description ofprechlorination and chlorination/dechlorination practices during
the sampling periods.

B. Method of Sampling Dechlorination - A brief description of the sample dechlorination
method prior to analysis shall be provided.

C. Sample Compositing - The manner in which samples are composited shall be described.
If the compositing procedure is different from the test method specifications, a reason for
the variation shall be provided.
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E.

F.

D. Data Validation - All quality assurance/quality control (QA/QC) methods to be used

shall be discussed and summarized. These methods include, but are not limited to, spike

samples, split samples, blanks and standards. Ways in which the QA/QC data will be

used to qualifu the analytical test results shall be identified. A certification statement
shall be submitted with this discussion stating that the laboratory QA/QC validation data

has been reviewed and has met the laboratory acceptance criteria. The QA/QC validation
data shall be submiffed to the Regional Water Board upon request.

A tabulation of the test results shall be provided.

Discussion of Results - The report shall include a complete discussion of the test results.

Ifany pollutants are detected in sufficient concentration to upset, interfere or pass

through plant operations, the type ofpollutant(s) and potential source(s) shall be noted,

along with a plan of action to control, eliminate, and/or monitor the pollutant(s). Any
apparent generation and/or destruction of pollutants attributable to
chlorination/dechlorination sampling and analysis practices shall be noted.

Sludge Monitoring

Sludge should be sampled in the same 2l-hourperiod during which the influent and effluent are

sampled except as noted in (C) below. The same parameters required for influent and effluent
analysis shall be included in the sludge analysis. The sludge analyzed shall be a composite
sample of the sludge for final disposal consisting of:

A. Sludge lagoons - 20 grab samples collected at representative equidistant intervals (grid
pattern) and composited as a single grab, or

B. Dried stockpile - 20 grabsamples collected at various representative locations and depths
and composited as a single grab, or

C. Dewatered sludge- daily composite of 4 representative grab samples each day for 5 days

taken at equal intervals during the daily operating shift taken from a) the dewatering units
or b) from each truckload, and shall be combined into a single 5-day composite.

The U.S. EPA manual, POTW Sludge Sampling and Analysis Guidance Document, August 1989,

containing detailed sampling protocols specific to sludge is recommended as a guidance for
sampling procedures. The U.S. EPA manual Analytical Methods of the National Sewage Sludge
Survey, September 1990, containing detailed analytical protocols specific to sludge, is
recommended as a guidance for analytical methods.

In determining if the sludge is a hazardous waste, the Dischargers shall adhere to Article 2,

"Criteria for Identifying the Characteristics of Hazardous Waste," and Article 3,"Characteristics
of Hazardous 'Waste," of Title 22, Califomia Code of Regulations, Sections 66261.10 to 66261.24
and all amendments thereto.

Sludge monitoring reports shall be submitted with the appropriate Semiannual Report. The
following standardized report format should be used for submittal of the report. A similarly
structured form may be used but will be subject to Regional Water Board approval.

A. Sampling procedures - Include sample locations, collection procedures, types of
containers used, storage/refrigeration methods, compositing techniques and holding

2.

11
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B.

times. Enclose a map of sample locations if sludge lagoons or stockpiled sludge is

sampled.

Data Validation - All quality assurance/quality control (QA/QC) methods to be used

shall be discussed and summarized. These methods include, but are not limited to, spike
samples, split samples, blanks and standards. Ways in which the QA/QC data will be

used to qualiff the analytical test results shall be identified. A certification statement
shall be submitted with this discussion stating that the laboratory QA/QC validation data

has been reviewed and has met the laboratory acceptance criteria. The QA/QC validation
data shall be submitted to the Regional Water Board upon request.

Test Results - Tabulate the test results and include the percent solids.

Discussion of Results - The report shall include a complete discussion of test results. If
the detected pollutant(s) is reasonably deemed to have an adverse effect on sludge
disposal, aplan of action to control, eliminate, and/or monitor the pollutant(s) and the
known or potential source(s) shall be included. Any apparent generation and/or
destruction of pollutants attributable to chlorination/ dechlorination sampling and
analysis practices shall be noted.

The Discharger shall also provide any influent, effluent or sludge monitoring data for nonpriority
pollutants that the permittee believes may be causing or contributing to Interference, Pass

Through or adversely impacting sludge quality.

C.

D.
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Napa Sanitation District
2005 NPDBS Permit Renewal

Response to March 30r 2005 Comments By San Francisco Bay Regional Water Quatity
Control Board Regarding Soscol Water Recycling Facitity Local Limits Verification Report

April 11,2005

The Napa Sanitation District (District) appreciates the opportunity to submit the following
comments on the review of its Soscol Water Recycling Facility Local Limits Report (July 2003)
received on April 1,2005.

Section 2.1 - Sludge Ouality Protection Requirements
l,The Distdet"agreesth*t40 GFR 5S3,13 T+ble 3 slrculel.be esed4b@

nqi,t,t;9,0a$ m

lifirit.tbr..ffiersu

@
1. The District has recalculated its proposed local limits using 40 CFR 503 Table 3 for arsenic.

cadmium. copper. lead. mercury. and zinc. The Maximum Allowable Industrial Loading
(MAIL) was calculated using the followine equation (EPA Local Limits Guidance):

MAIL:MAHL-Laon'-SF

where
MAIL: maximum allowable industrial load (lblday)
MAHL: most limiting maximum allowable headworks load (lblday)
Loo

SF : safety factor (10%)

Thp typical domestic load is used because sludge treatment is a long-term process and anv
spikes in domestic concentrations will be averaged out over the period. Furthermore. one of the
pumoses ofsubtracting out a safety factor is to account for data variability. The District's
recalculated local limits for arsenic. cadmium. copper. lead. mercury. and zinc are provided in
the following table:

9._onstituent

2003 Local Limits Reoort 2005 Revited local. Limits

-

MAlt (lb/dav) Acro$${tltetB#?rd
{mq/L}..

Airois-the-eoard=-@



Arsenic 0.63 0.048 0.33 0.025

Cadmium 0.46 0.035 0.21 0.016

Copper 7.09 0.538 5.12 0.388

Lead 3.92 0.297 1.35 0.102

Mercury 0.184 0.014 0.075 0.0057

Zinc 23 1.738 10 0.762

Section 2.2 - CCR Toxicity Regulations

*2.Although it was not documented in the local limits report, the District did evaluate beryllium
during the local limits development because it is regulated by the California Code of Regulation
(CCR) toxicity regulations (Title 22,Division 4.5, Chapter 11, Article 3). The soluble threshold
limit concentration (STLC) and total threshold limit concentration (TTLC) for beryllium are

0.75 mglL and75 mdkgas a wet weight, respectively. Beryllium was sampled in the collection
system, influent, primary effluent, and final effluent at detection limits between 0.0001 and

0.0002 mgL, and in anaerobic sludge digester influent and anaerobic sludge digester effluent .

(sludge disposal point) at detection limits of 0.2mdkeand 0.001 mg/L,respectively. All
analytical results for beryllium were below the analytical detection limits. In addition, the
detection limits were orders of magnitude below the regulatory threshold levels. Because the
following conditions were not met, it was not necessary to proceed with a headworks analysis

for beryllium (USEPA Guidance Manual on the Development and Implementation of Local
Discharge Limitations under the Pretreatment Program, December 1987 lLocal Limits
Guidancel):

a. The maximum concentration of the pollutant in the POTW's effluent is more than
one half the allowable effluent concentration required to meet water quality
criteria/standards or the maximum sludge concentration is more than one half the
applicable sludge criteria guidelines;

b. The maximum concentration of the pollutant in a grab sample from the POTW's
influent is more than half the inhibition threshold; or the maximum concentration of
the pollutant inaZ4-holr composite sample from the POTW's influent is more than
one fourth the inhibition threshold;

c. The maximum concentration of the pollutant in the POTW's influent is more than
l/500th of the applicable sludge use criteria. (The use of a 

*71500" reference level is
suggested based on a review of POTW data fFate of Priority Pollutants in Publicly
Owned Treatment Works -EPN440ll-8213031indicating that a 500 fold
concentration of pollutants can occur in digested sewage sludges as compared to the
wastewater influent to the treatment plant); or

d. The concentration of the pollutant in the plant influent exceeds water quality criteria
adjusted through a simple dilution analysis.

;mi*



This constituent does not meet the criteria for a local limit. However. since the Water Board
requested no change to the local limit and because the District appears to be able to meet it. the

District agrees to maintain its existing local limit for bervllium. In addition. the District reserves

the rieilrt to request approval for a less restrictive local limit for beryllium. based on potential
future compliance issues.

Section 2.3 - Anaerobic Dieestion Inhibition

43.The Water Board's consultant indicated a concern about anaerobic digestion inhibition for 1,4-
dichlorobenzene. In reviewing analytical data for 1,4-dichlorobenzene, the constituent was
detected in all influent (0.003-0 .012 m{L) and primary treatment effluent (0.003-0.0032 mglL)
samples, but was not detected in the collection system (<0.010 mglL), final effluent (<0.0005
mg/L), anaerobic sludge digester influent (<0.025 mglkg), or anaerobic sludge digester effluent
(<0.010 mgL). Since 1,4-dichlorobenzene has an anaerobic digestion threshold inhibition level
of 1.4 mglL, which is two orders of magnitude above the detection limit of the samples
collected of the anaerobic sludge digester influent, and all samples were non-detect and
therefore more tltan two orders of magnitude lower than the threshold inhibition level, it is
highly unlikely that this constituent will cause anaerobic digestion inhibition. However, the
District will continue to monitor this constituent with the same frequency as other constituents
in its pretreatment monitoring program.

*4.The Water Board's consultant indicated a concern about anaerobic digestion inhibition for
methylene chloride. According to the Local Limits Guidance, methylene chloride does not have
an anaerobic digestion threshold inhibition level and is therefore not expected to inhibit
anaerobic digestion. However, the District will continue to monitor this constituent with the
same frequency as other constituents in its pretreatment monitoring program.

Section 2.4 - Water Ouality Objectives

&5.The District measured a concentration of 440 mglLboron as the average influent concentration
to the Soscol Water Recycling Facility during the local limits study. The typical domestic
concentration measured in the sewer system during the local limits study was 570 mgll, so it
appears that the commercial and industrial wastewater is lower than the domestic wastewater
and is effectively diluting it. As a result, the District believes it is appropriate to lower the
existing boron local limit of 650 mg/L. The District also agrees that using the Central Valley
water quality objective is inappropriate. However, as indicated in the verification report, use of
the San Francisco Bay water quality objective for agricultural supply would result in a local
limit of 80 mg/L, which is lower than the potable water delivered by the City of Napa of 140
mglL (source: City of Napa 2003 Drinking Water Quality Report to Consumers (available on
the City's website)). As a result, the District proposes the new local limit for boron to be equal
to the average level detected in the City of Napa's drinking water, or 140 mglL. As with other
local limits, the District reserves the right to request approval for a less restrictive local limit for
boron, based on potential future compliance issues.

*6.The District agrees to maintain its existing lithium local limit of 135 lblday MAIL (2.5 mg/L).
One of the complications that occured in developing these local limits is that the District



decided to consider the affects on reclaimed water after the local limits work plan was
completed and local limits data had been collected.

Section 2.5 - Pol)rcyclic Aromatic Hvdrocarbons. Phenol. Salinity. Dissolved Sulfides

&LPolycyclic aromatic hydrocarbons (PAHs) were evaluated during the local limits development.
PAHs were sampled in the collection system, influent, pimary effluent, and final effluent at

detection limits between 0.001 and 0.005 mglL, and in anaerobic sludge digester influent and

anaerobic sludge digester effluent (sludge disposal point) at detection limits of 0.99 mglkg and

0.1mglL, respectively. Because all values were non-detect, it is not possible to compute
percent removal (and no default value is provided), and therefore it is not possible to compute a

local limit. This constituent also does not meet the criteria for a local limit, as with beryllium
above. However, since the Water Board requested no change to the local limit and because the
District appears to be able to meet it, the District agrees to maintain its existing local limit for
PAHs. In addition, as with other local limits, the District reserves the right to request approval
for a less restrictive local limit for PAHs, based on potential future compliance issues.

L8.Phenol was evaluated during local limits development. However, the phenol local limit was
calculated tobe 2,400lblday MAIL (18a mg/L) , avery high number, and therefore it was

deemed unnecessary to have a local limit for phenol. See Attachment A for the computations.
However, since the Water Board requested no change to the local limit and because the District
appears to be able to meet it, the District agrees maintain its existing local limit for phenol. In
addition, as with other local limits, the District reserves the right to request approval for a less

restrictive local limit for phenol, based on potential future compliance issues.

+&9. Although salinity and dissolved sulfides have existing local limits, it was determined that
there were no factors to drive local limits development for these constituents. We cannot
ascertain any scientific or technical basis for having local limits. However, since the Water
Board requested no change to the local limits and because the District appears to be able to meet

them, the District agrees maintain its existing local limit for salinity and dissolved sulfides. In
addition, as with other local limits, the District reserves the right to request approval for a less

restrictive local limits for salinity and dissolved sulfides, based on potential future compliance
issues.



Section 2.6 - Oil and Grease

{&l!. The District agrees with the Water Board consultant's recolnmendation to monitor for oil &
grease at the treatment plant influent to ensure that proposed local limits are sufficient in
preventing NPDES permit violations.

Section 2.7 - Total Dissolved Solids

$&!.[._Based on the recommended total dissolved solids (TDS) concentration from the lrrigation
with Reclaimed Municipal Wastewater: A Guidance Manual Appendix C (July 1984), the most
sensitive crop that uses the District's recycled water is grapes. Based on Figure 3-1 from the
Irrigation Guidance Manual, grapes are moderately sensitive crops, which have tolerances of
electroconductivity between 1-2 decisiemens/meter (dS/m), or 640-1,280 mg/L TDS to produce
100% crop yields. The District used the mid-point of the range for moderately sensitive crops,

and the Water Board's consultant used the most conservative value in the range. The District
supports the revised proposed TDS local limit of 11,000 lb/day MAIL (836 mglL).

Section 2.8 - Biochemical Oxyeen Demand and Total Suspended Solids

-t*12. The District believes that a ceiling for BOD and TSS is not necessary and prefers to base the

regulation of the quantity of these constituents on connection fees. In this way, anatural limit
on BOD and TSS is accomplished because a higher concentration results in the incentive for
industries to provide pretreatment instead.

Miscellaneous Comments

1413. Approved Local Limits - The Water Board consultant correctlypointed out that the Central
Valley agricultural water quality objective for chloride (106 mglL) was applied to the Soscol

Water Recycling Facility. This approach was actually incorrect. The San Francisco Bay
agricultural supply water quality objective Qa2 mglL) should have been used. The correct
chloride local limit should therefore be2,973lblday MAIL, as shown in the calculations in
Attachment A. This value is still far below the existing local limit of 7,898 lb/day MAIL.

$*14. Local limits should be expressed as a Maximum Allowable Industrial Loading (MAIL), in
Ib/day. This approach is consistent with the Local Limits Guidance. The District still needs to
determine whether the uniform concentration allocation method will be used for every local
limit constituent.

1615. The District does not agree that anti-backsliding applies to local limits. Requirements for
the establishment of limits for NPDES permits is described in 40 CFR $ 122. 44 and the anti-
backsliding language in contained in 40 CFR $ 122.44(l). Anti-backsliding only applies to
NPDES permits. Permits issued as part of the pretreatment program are not NPDES permits.
This can be understood by reviewing the language in the Code of Federal Regulations. In
particular, the language of 40 CFP*122.44 states:

In addition to the conditions established under $122.a3@), each NPDES permit
shall include conditions meeting the following requirements when applicable.
(aXl) Technology-based. . .



:

(l) Reissued permits... fcontains anti-backsliding language]

(emphasis added)

In addition, the verification report does not cite any actual authority to support the position that
EPA's anti-backsliding regulation applies to local limits. New policies like this are subject to
approval of the Office of Administrative Law (OAL) and other procedures required by the
Administrative Procedures Act. For these reasons, therefore, anti-backsliding does not apply to
local limits.



Summary of Findings
POTW: Napa Sanitation District

POTW Treatment Description: Activated sludge, oxidation ponds, anaerobic digestion
POTW Design Flow: 9.3 Million Gallons per Day (MGD)
Average POTW Flow: 6.47 Average Nondomestic Flow: 1.58 MGD

Pollutant Name

Existing
Limits

Juty 2003 Proposed Limits
Agreed Upon
Local Limits

Comments(mg/L) unlesr

otherwise
stated

mg/L) unless

otherwise
stated

Limiting Criteria
MAIL

(tb/day)
mg[L

1.4 Dichlorobenzene
Continue to monitor to

obtain additional data

Aluminum 5 5 Maintain existing Limt 65.9 f,

Ammonia 58.57 36 Design Capacity 474 36

Antimony 0.702 CCR Regulations 9.25 0.702

Arsenic 0.16 0.048
503 Sludge
Reorrlafinnq

0.33 0.025

Beryllium 0.1 1.32 0.1 Maintain existing limit

BOD
Regulate through sewer

rrse feeq

Regulate through sewer

use fees

Boron 0.65 0.18 Water Quality Goals 1.85 0.14

Cadmium 0.02 0.02 Maintain existing Limr 0.21 0.016

Chloride 599 134 Water Quality Goals 2973 225

Chromium (VI) 0.538 Water Quality Goals 7.09 0.538

Chromium (total) 1.13 1.13 Maintain existins Limi 14.9 1.13

Cobalt 0.05 0.05 Maintain existins Limi 0.66 0.05

Copper 0.21 0.538
Anaerobic Digestion
Inhibition

5.12 0.388

Cyanide 0.27 0.03 Monthly NPDES Limit 0.39 0.03

Fluoride I 13.2 I

Iron 5 5 Maintain existins Limi 65.9 J

Lead 0.14 0.297
503 Sludge

Resulations
1.35 0.102

Lithium 2.5 13s 2.5 Maintain existins limit

Manganese 1.15 Water Quality Goals 15.2 1.15

Mercury 0.00606 0.00606 Maintain existing Limr 0.075 0.0057



Summary of Findings
POTW: Napa Sanitation District

POTW Treatment Description: Activated sludge, oxidation ponds, anaerobic digestion
POTW Design Flow: 9.3 Million Gallons per Day (MGD)
Averase POTW Flow: 6.47 Averase Nondomestic Flow: 1.58 MGD

Pollutant Name

Existing
Limits

July 2003 Proposed Limits
Agreed Upon
Local Limits

Comments(mg/L) unless

otherwise
stated

(mg/L) unless

otherwise
stated

Limiting Criteria
MAIL

(tb/day)
mClL

Methvlene Chloride
Continue to monitor to
rbtain additional data

Molvbdenum 0.1 0.048 Water Quality Goals 0.633 0.048

Nickel 0.08 0.08 Maintain existing Limi 1.05 0.08

Oil and Grease (polar) 75 75 989 75
Sontinue to monitor to

rbtain additional data

Ull and Urease
[nonnolar\ 50 50 Maintain existing Limt 6s9 50

lontinue to monitor to

)btain additional data

Oil and Grease (total)
Continue to monitor to

obtain additional data

PAH (polycyclic
aromatic hvdrocarhons')

0.72 9.49 0.72 Maintain existins limit

Phenol 0.09 1.19 0.09 Maintain existing limit

Salinity 1.5 dS/m
1.5

dS/cm
Maintain existing limit

Selenium 0.51 0.096
503 Sludge
Resulations

t.27 0.096

Silver 0.33 0.224
Anaerobic Digestion
Inhibition

2.95 0.224

Sodium 90 86 1187 90

Sulfide. dissolved 0.1 t.32 0.1 Maintain existing limit

Ihallium 0.999 CCR Resulations 13.2 0.999

TDS 1000 1000 11,000 836

ISS
Regulate through sewet
rrse fees

Regulate tfuough sewer

rse fees

Vanadium 0.1 0.1 Maintain existing Limi 1.32 0.1

Zinc 2.99 1.738
Activated Sludge
Inhihifinn 10 0.762



Response to March 30,2005 Comments by San Francisco Bay Regional Water Quality Control Board
Regarding Soscol Water Recycling Facility Local Limits Verification Report

Attachment A
A B c D E

1 Phenol Computations using Local Limits Guidance for Activated Sludge Inhibition
2 Units Calculations Formula/Source
3 Existing Conditions (Wastewater)
4 Averaee Influent Flow mgd 6.47 2002 Averase Dry Weather Flow
5 Averase Non-Domestic Flow rngd 1.58 2002 Ave Drv WeatherNon-Domestic Flow
6 Averase Infl uent Concentration TTE|L 3 Local Limits Monitoring
7 Average Pri mary Effl uent Concentration ItgL ll Local Limits Monitorins
8 Averase Effl uent Concentration ItctL Local Limits Monitorins
9 Max Effl uent Concentration ttg/L 0.5 Local Limits Monitorine
10 f ypical Domestic Concentration tLglL 7 Local Limits Monitoring
11 Worst-Case Domestic Concentration pclL t0 Local Limits Monitorine
12 Removal Efficiency
13 In-Plant Removal, Typical % 80.0% (D6-D8)/D6
14 In-Plant Removal. Worst % 80.0% Local Limits Monitorine
15 ln-Plant Primarv Removal % 0.0% Zero Removal
16 Existine Conditions (Sludse)
17 Iotal Sludge Flowto Digester mqo 0.030 2002 Averaee WAS Flow to Digester
18 {ctivated Slud se Crncentration. Measured me/ks 0.495 Local Limits Monitorine
19 Influent Sludee Densiw ks/L 0.92 Local Limits Monitorins
20 Activated Sludge Concentration, Calculated PC'II' 455 1000*Dl8*Dl9
21 Activated Sludee Solids % 2.t% Local Limits Monitorins
22 Consolidated Sludee Solids % 50% Minimum Landfill Disposal Criteria
23 Dry Sludse Concentration. Measured pgL 250 Local Limits Monitorins
24 Effluent Sludee Densiw ks./L 1.02 Local Limits Monitorine
25 Dry Sludge Concentration. Calculated mslke t2 D23*0.001/(D2t*D24)
26 Discharse/Disnosal Limits
27 Discharee Limit (Dailv) pc/L
28 Discharee Limit (Monthlv) pgL
29 Aericultural Effluent Limit IL{L
30 Activated Sludee Inhibition Limit ItgL 50.000 Local Limits Guidance

31 Anaerobic Disestion Inhibition Limit pc/L
32 Sludee 503 Limit. Drv mg/kg
33 Sludee CCR Limit.Wet me/ks
34 Headworks Loadins Limits
35 Daily Discharee Loadine Limit lbs/day
36 Monthly Dscharge Loadins Limit lbVdav
37 Agricultural Discharse Loadins Limit lbVdav
38 Activated Sludee Inhibition Loadine Limit lbs/dav 2.700 0.008345*D30*D4l( I -Dl 5)
39 Anaerobic Dieestion Inhibition Loadine Limit lbs/day
40 Sludee 503 Loading Limit. Dry lbs/dal
41 Sludee CCR Loadine Limit. Wet lbVdav
42 Maximum Allowable Headworks Loadins (MAHL)
43 LimitineMAHL bs/dav 2.700 MINO35:D4l)
44 Drivins Factor Activated Sludee Inhibition loadine Limit
45 Existins Loadinss
46 Iotal Headworks Load bs/day 0.13 D4*D6*0.008345
47 Domestic Load. Typical bs/dav 0.29 D4-D5)*Dl0*0.008345
48 Domestic Load. Worst bs/day 0.41 o4-D5)*Dl l*0.008345
49 Safety Factor l0% 270 D43*l0%o
50 Maximum Allowable Industrial Loadins (MAIL)
51 Industrial Allocation lbs/dav 2,429 D43-D48-D49
52 Equivalent Across-the-Board Limit trglL 184,241 D5l/D5/0.008345

Napa Sanitation District April2005



Response to March 30, 2005 Comments by San Francisco Bay Regional Water Quality Control Board
Regarding Soscol Water Recycling Facility Local Limits Verification Report

Attachment A
A B c D E

1
Chloride Computations using Agricultural Use Water Quality Goals

2 Units Calculations Formula/Source

3 Existins Conditions (Wastewater)
4 Averase Influent Flow mgd 6.47 2002 Averase Drv Weather Flow

5 Averase Non-Domestic Flow mgd .)6 2002 AveDrv Weather Non-Domestic Flow
o Averase Infl uent Concenhation ms./L l0 Local Limits Monitorins
7 Averase Primarv Effluent Concentration ms,L 07 Local Limits Monitoring
8 Averase Effl uent Concenfr ation ms./L 60 Local Limits Monitoring
o Max Effl uent Concenffation ms./L 200 Local Limits Monitorins
10 lvoical Domestic Concentration mg/L 43 Local Limits Monitoring
11 Worst-Case Domestic Concentration ms./L 5l Local Limits Monitoring
'12 Removal Efficiencv
13 ln-Plant Removal. Twical % -45% (D6-D8)/D6

14 In-Plant Removal. Worst %
15 In-Plant Primarv Removal % 2% (D,6-D7\/D6

16 Existins Conditions (Sludee)

17 Iotal Sludee Flow to Disester mgd 0.030 2002 Average WAS Flow to Digester

18 Activated Sludse C-oncentration. Measured ms/kg
19 Influent Sludee Densiw ks.lL 0.92 Local Limits Monitoring
20 Activated Sludge Crncentration. Calculated ms,/L

21 A.ctivated Sludee Solids % 2.1% Local Limits Monitoring
22 lonsolidated Sludse Solids % 50% Minimum Landfill Disposal Criteria
23 Drv Sludee Concentration. Measured ms,/L

24 Effluent Sludse Densitv kelL r.02 Local Limits Monitoring
25 )rv Sludee Concentration, Calculated ms/ks
26 DischarselDisoosal Limits
27 )ischarse Limit (Dailv) ms./L
28 )ischaree Limit (Monthlv) ms,lL
29 A.sricultural Effluent Limit mE/L 1ia Water Ouality Goals

30 A.ctivated Sludee Inhibition Limit mg,L
31 A.naerobic Dieestion Inhibition Limit me/L
32 lludee 503 Limit, Dry ms&s
33 lludge CCR Limit,wet mg/kg
34 lleadworks Loadine Limits
35 )aily Discharge Ioadine Limit lbs/dar

36 v Dscharse t oadine Limit lbs/dar
37 A.gricultural Discharge Loadine Limit lbs/dar 5.271 0.008345*D29*D4l(1 -D I 3)

38 Activated Sludse Inhibition Loadins Limit lbs/dar

39 Anaerobic Disestion Inhibition Loadins Limi' lbs/dal
40 Sludee 503 Loadine Limit. Drv lbs/da1
41 Sludee CCR Loading Limit, Wet lbs/dal
42 Maximum Allowable Headworks Loadine (MAHL)
43 Limitine MAHL lbs/dal s-271 MIND35:D4l)
44 Drivins Factor Asricultural Discharge Loading Limit
45 0xistine Loadings
46 Iotal Headworks load lbs/dar 5,939 D4*D6*8.345
47 Domestic Load. Twical lbs/dal t.771 (D4-D5)*D10*8.345

48 Domestic Load. Worst lbs/dar 2.081 (D4-D5)*D1 1*8.345

49 Safety Factor t0% 527 D43*lE/o
50 Vlaximum Allowable Industrial Loadine (MAIL)
51 Industrial Allocation lbs/dal 2,973 D43-D47-D49
52 Eo uivalent Across-the-Board Limit ms.lL 225 D5l/D5/8.345

Napa Sanitation District
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I

CALIFORNIA REGIONAL WATER QUALITY CONTROL BOARD
SAN FRANCISCO BAY REGION
1515 CLAY STREET, SUITE 14OO

OAKLAND, CA 94612
(510) 622-2300 Fax: (510) 622-2460

FACT SHEET
for

NPDES PERMIT AND WASTE DISCHARGE REQUIREMENTS FOR

NAPA SANIATION DISTRICT
NAPA. NAPA COUNTY

NPDES PERMIT NO. CAOO37575
ORDERNO. R2-2005-0008

PUBLIC NOTICE:

Written Comments
o Interested persons are invited to submit written comments concerning this draft permit.
o Comments must be submitted to the Regional Water Board no later than 5:00 p.m. on April4,

2005.
o Send comments to the Attention of Tons Yin.

Public Hearing
o The draft permit will be considered for adoption by the Regional Water Board at a public hearing

during the Regional Water Board's regular monthly meeting at: Elihu Harris State Office
Building, 1515 Clay Street, Oakland, CA; I't floor Auditorium.

o This meeting will be held on: April 20, 2005, starting at 9:00 am.

Additional Information
o For additional information about this matter, interested persons should contact Regional Water

Board staff member: Ms. Tong Yin, Phone: (510) 622-2418;
email : ty in@w aterboards.ca. gov

This Fact Sheet contains information regarding a reissuance of waste discharge requirements and
National Pollutant Discharge Elimination System (NPDES) permit for the Napa Sanitation Dishict, Napa
County, for discharging secondarylevel treated municipal wastewater into the Napa River. The Fact
Sheet describes the factual, legal, and methodological basis for the sections addressed in the proposed
permit and provides supporting documentation to explain the rationale and assumptions used in deriving
the effluent limitations.

I. INTRODUCTION

The Discharger applied for reissuance of waste discharge requirements and a permit to discharge
wastewater to waters of the State and the United States under the NPDES program. The application
and Report of Waste Discharge are dated August 3I,2004.
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1. Facility Description

The Discharger owns and operates a secondary municipal wastewater treatment plant (the plant)
located at the Soscol Water Recycling Facility south of the City of Napa, Napa County. The plant

has a dry weather design capacity of 15.4 million gallons per day (mgd). It serves a current
population of 75,000 and provides secondary level treatment primarily for domestic and

commercial wastewater collected from the City of Napa and a$acent unincorporated areas.

The U.S. Environmental Protection Agency (U.S. EPA) and the Regional Water Board have

classified this Discharger as a major discharger.

Treatment Process Description

During the wet season (from November 1 through April 30), raw wastewater is treated using
screens, aerated grit chambers, and primary clarifiers. After primary clarification the flow is

treated in the activated sludge system and/or the oxidation pond system. Up to 8 mgd of wastewater
can be treated by the activated sludge system (operational in September 2001) followed by
secondary clarification. The oxidation pond system consists of four oxidation ponds followed by
polymer coagulation and clarification. The four oxidation ponds also act as flow equalization
ponds for peak wet weather flows. After secondary treatment, the oxidation pond system effluent is

blended with the activated sludge effluent before undergoing chlorination and dechlorination, prior
to discharge to the Napa River.

During the dry season period, wastewater is heated the same way as in the wet season. After the

secondary treatment, the oxidation pond effluent is blended with the activated sludge basin
effluent, followed by coagulation, filtration, and chlorination before reclamation. The flow not
used for reclamation remains in the oxidation ponds and does not undergo polymer coagulation and

clarification until the wet season begins when the discharge of effluent to the Napa River is
allowed.

3. Reclamation Activities and Emergency Dry Weather Discharges

During dry weather season, the effluent goes through secondary treatment and then filtration prior
to reclamation. The current reclamation users include Somlcy Ranch, Jameson Canyon Reclamation
site, the Napa Airport, and Chardonnay Golf Course and Vineyards, Dey Laboratories, Eagle Vines
Golf Course and Vineyards, Grgich Cellars Vineyards, Laird Vineyards, Fagundes Ranch, Giles
Vineyards, Carpenter Vineyards, Napa Municipal Golf Course, Panattoni Property (formerly
Kohnan Sake Factory and Vineyards), Napa Valley College landscaping and vineyards, Napa
Corporate Park, Inspiration Chapel, Enterprise Corporate Park, and Venture Commerce. These

sites may be discontinued or new sites may be added during or after the term of this permit. From
September 2002 through September 2004,the Dischargerreclaimed anaverage of 3.4 mgd of
effluent, which is approximately 48Yo of its annual average dry season flow.

Records show that the plant had nine emergency discharges over the past eight years since 1995,

which happened in the years of 1995, 1996, 1997 , 1999,2000,2001,2002, and 2003. The
Discharger is required to submit necessary information, such as a water balance and Pond Storage

Objective, a projection and description of the emergency discharge, any necessary follow-up
maintenance and repair schedule and plan, etc., with any request for emergency discharge, for the
Regional Water Board to evaluate such a request (See Regional Water Board staff Letter to the
Discharger dated Octob er 26, 2004).

,
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4. Receiving Water Beneficial Uses

The receiving waters for the subject discharge are the waters of the Napa River. The beneficial
uses for the River, in the vicinity of the discharge, as identified in the Regional Water Board's June

21, 1995 Water Quality Conhol Plan San Francisco Bay Basin @egion 2) (the Basin Plan) and

based on known uses of the receiving waters near the discharge, are:

a. Agricultural Water Supply
b. Navigation
c. Contact and Non-Contact Water Recreation
d. Warm and Cold Fresh Water Habitat
e. Wildlife Habitat
f. Preservation of Rare and Endangered Species
g. Fish Migration and Spawning

5. Receiving Water Salinity

The receiving waters for the subject discharge are the waters of the Napa River, which is a
hibutary of San Pablo Bay. The Discharger has collected receiving water salinity data at several
monitoring stations both upstream and downstream of the discharge during November 2001

through December 2004.There are a total of 181 salinity measurements available. Of these, 59

values are below 1 part per thousand (ppt) (32.6%), and 53 values are above 10 ppt (29.3%).
Therefore, the receiving water is classified as estuarine by both Basin Plan and CTR definition.
This is consistent with the factthatNapa River where the Discharger's outfall is located is tidally
influenced. Therefore, the effluent limitations specified in this Order are based on the lower of the
marine and freshwater WQOs and WQC of the Basin Plan, CTR, and NTR.

6. Receiving Water Hardness

Some WQOs and WQC are hardness dependent. The Discharger has collected receiving water
hardness data at several monitoring stations both upstream and downstream of the discharge during
November 2001 through December 2004. There are a total of 306 hardness measurements
available. Of these, only 181 hardness values are paired with salinity measurements on the same

sampling dates. When calculating a representative ambient hardness value, the hardness data set

was censored (from 181 values to 55 values) to eliminate hardness values above 400 mglL and to
eliminate hardness values obtained when the receiving water salinity was above 1.0 ppt. From the
censored data set, the adjusted geometric mean (AGM), which is the value that 30%o of the
measurements fall below, was calculated to be 147 mg/L. The data and calculation can be found in
Attachment 1 of this Fact Sheet. The following lists the procedure to calculate an AGM:

1. Calculate the logarithms of each hardness value.
2. Calculate the arithmetic mean of the logarithms.
3. Calculate the standard deviation (s) of the logarithms.
4. Calculate the standard error (SE) of the arithmetic mean:

SE = s/{n
5. Calculate A : arithmetic mean - te TxSE

where te.7 is the value of Student's I statistics for a one-sided probability of 0.7 with n- l
degrees of freedom, n-sample size. With a sample size of 55, to;- 0.5275.

6. Take the antilogarithm of A, antilog A is the AGM.
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U. DESCRIPTIONOF'EF'F'LI]ENT

Table A below presents the quality of the discharge, which are based on the data from the self-
monitoring reports over the period of September 2001through March 2004 for conventional
pollutants, and from September 2001 through April 2004 for most priority pollutants, when there
were discharges to the Napa River. Effluent data for inorganic priority pollutants used for this permit
reissuance can be found in Attachment 2 of this Fact Sheet.

Table A. Summary of Discharge Data [1][2]

Parameter
Averagetll

Range of
Reoorted Values

Number of Sarnples

pH. standard units 6.6-9.2 557
Total Coliform Bacteria
MPN/100mL

<2-2400 250

BOD.. ms/L 6.5 <5-18 t99
Chlorine, me/L 0- <0.1 4s2
TSS. ms/L 10.0 2-48.4 272
Settleable Solids. mVL <0.01-0.1 t7
Dissolved Oxveen. ms/L 9.6 5.t-12.7 558

Oil and Grease. ms/L AII ND <5-<6 ll
Temperature (oC) 16.8 tt.4-24.3 558

Turbidirv NTU) 4.6 l.6l-10.4 38
Ammonia as Nitrosen. ms/L 4.8 <0.1-20 87

Antimony, pgll. 0.23 0.03-0.4 10

Arsenic, 1.rgll, 0.14 0.2-2.0 25

Berylliurn uell. AII ND MinDL 0.06 l2
Cadmiurn" uell. AII ND MinDL 0.03 25

Chromium III. usll. 0.43 0.2-0.7 25

ChromiumVl- usll- 9.3 5-10 l4
Copper, pgll. 3.9 l-13 29

Lead, pglL 0.13 0.05-0.4 25

Mercury, ug/L 0.008 0.0008-0.15 38

Nickel. ue/L 3.7 3-4.9 26

Seleniurn uell- 0.7 <0.5-5 23

Silver. uell- 0.08 <0.02-0.3 25

Thalliurn usll, 0.04 <0.03-0.08 t2
Znc, us./L 13.8 6-30 25

Cvanide. usll 3.4 <0.3-20 36
2.3.7.8-TCDD. osll- 0.00015p] 0.000684-0.002 8

Tributvltin 0.0048 <0.004-0.0226 8

[1] Statistics are based on the effluent data collected during September 2001 (after the new activated sludge
system became operational) through March 2004 for conventional pollutants and from September 2001
through April 2004 for priority pollutants when there were discharges to the Napa River.

[2] Averages for conventional pollutants were calculated with the non-detected values being replaced with the
detection limits; averages for priority pollutants were calculated with the non-detected values being
replaced with half detection limits (method detection limits if available, or reporting limits). DL- detection
limit.

[3] There are only three detected TCDD TEQ concentrations, all other TCDD TEQ concentrations are
determined to be zero due to all non-detect values of the 17 TCDD congeners.
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IIL Permit Litigation

The previous permit, Order Nos. 00-059 and R2-2002-01fi, will expire on July 31, 2005. Due to the

litigations around both orders, the Discharger entered into an agreement with the Regional Water
Board on August 10,2004 to reissue the permit early. Table B lists the major petitions and appeals

chronologically.
Table B. List of Petitions and Appeals

Date Regional Water Board and State Water
Board Action, Discharger Petitions to
State Water Board

Date Discharger Appeals to Courts

Julv 19. 2000

August 18,

2000

Order No. 00-059 (the Permit) was adopted
by the Regional Water Board.

The Discharger and BACWA (the Bay Area
Clean Water Agency) petitioned the Permit
to the State Water Resources Control Board
(State Water Board) to stay contested
effluent limits. State Water Board denied
the request.

July 2001

September 6,

2001

In response to
the issuance of
wQ 2001-016

June 24.2003

September 11,

2003

The Discharger filed a petition
for administrative mandamus in
Superior Court, challenging the

merits of the Permit.

Solano County Superior Coud
granted aparttal stay. The

stayed limits include 85%

removal of BODs and TSS,

effluent limitations in B(i)(7)
and B(itX7) for priority
pollutants, and mercury and

dioxins/furans mass limits in
B(iii).

The Discharger and BACWA
challenged parts ofthe State

Water Board Order by
amending their writ petition in
the Superior Court.

The Superior Court denied the

writ petition in its entirety. The

Discharger and BACWA filed a

notice of appeal, challenging
this decision.

The Court ofAppeal has issued

an order staying portions of the
Permit.

December 5,

2001

October 18,

2002

November 15,

2002

State Water Board issued Order No. WQ
2001-016, directing the Regional Water
Board to consider specific modifications to
the Permit. By the same action, the State
Water Board stayed the remanded portions
of the Permit, including permit findings,
effluent limitations, and provisions, until the
Regional Water Board acts to reconsider
and modi$r, as appropriate.

Regional Water Board adopted Order No.
R2-2002-01l1 to amend the Permit per the
State Water Board Order WQ 2001-016.

The Discharger and BACWA petitioned the
State Water Board for review of the Permit
Amendment. This petition was held in
abeyance at the State Water Board until
December 23,2004.

October 15,

2003

November 14,
2003

The Regional Water Board adopted Order
No. M-2003-0092, which assessed

$ 147,000 in mandatory minimum penalties
(MMPs) for exceedances of chlorine
residual and coliform effluent limitations.

The Discharger petitioned the State Water
Board for review of this MMP Order.

January 29,2004 The Discharger filed a petition
for administrative mandamus in
Napa County Superior Court.

August 10,
2004

The Regional Water Board and the Discharger entered into an agreement to resolve the pending
permitting and enforcement issues and to avoid the expense and uncertainty of litigation, which
includes Reeional Water Board reissuine the NPDES permit on early schedule.
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GENERAL RATIONALE AND REGI]LATORY BASES

the Federal Water Pollution Control Act, Sections 301 through 305, and 307, and amendments

thereto, as applicable (the Clean Water Act - the CWA);

the Regional Water Board's June 21, 1995 ltrater Quality Control Plan San Francisco Bay Basin
(Region 2) (the Basin Plan), and amendments thereto, as subsequently approved by the State

Water Resources Control Board (the State Water Board), the Office of Administrative Law
(OAL) and the U.S. EPA;

the State Water Resource Control Board's (the State Water Board's) March 2,2000 Policyfor
Implementation of Toxics Standards for Inland Surface Waters, Enclosed Bays, and Estuaries of
Califurnia (the State Implementation Plan - the SIP), as subsequently approved by the OAL and

the U.S. EPA;

the U.S. EPA's May 18, 200A Watur Quality Standards; Establishment of Numeric Criteriafor
Priority Toxic Pollutants for the State of California (the California Toxics Rule - the CTR);

the U.S. EPA's National Toxics Rule as promulgated [Federal Register Volume 57,22 December

1992,page 608481 and subsequently amended (the NTR);

the U.S. EPA's Quality Criteriafor Water IEPA44015-86-001, 1986], and subsequent

amendments, (the U.S. EPA Gold Book);

applicable Federal Regulations [40 CFR Parts 122 and 131];

40 CFR Part 131.36(b) and amended [Federal Register Volume 60, Num-ber 86,4May 1995,

pages 22229-222371;

the U.S. EPA's December 10, 1998 National Recommended Water Quality Criteria compilation

[Federal Register Vol. 63, No. 237, pp.68354-68364];

the U.S. EPA's December 27,2002 Revision of National Recommended Water Quality Criteria
compilation [Federal Register Yol.67,No. 249, pp.79091-79095]; and

guidance provided with State Water Board actions remanding permits to the Regional Water
Board for further consideration.

SPECIF'IC RATIONALE

Several specific factors affecting the development of limitations and requirements in the proposed

Order are discussed as follows:

1. Recent Facility Performance

Section a02@)of the Clean Water Act (CWA) and 40 CFR $ 122.44(1)require that water quality-

based effluent limitations (WQBELs) in re-issued permits be at least as stringent as in the previous
permit. The SIP specifies that interim effluent limitations, if required, must be based on current
facility performance or on previous permit limitations whichever is more stringent (unless anti-

v.
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backsliding requirements are met). In determining what constitutes "recent plant performance,"

best professional judgment (BPJ) was used. Effluent data collected from September 2001 through
March/April2004 for conventional and toxic pollutants are considered representative of recent
plant performance.

2. Impaired Water Bodies on 303(d) List

On June 6,2003, the U.S. EPA approved a revised list of impaired water bodies prepared by the

State (hereinafter referred to as fhe 2002 303(d) list), prepared pursuant to provisions of Section

303(d) of the federal CWA requiring identification of specific water bodies where it is expected

that water quality standards will not be met after implementation of technology-based effluent
limitations on point sources. The Napa River is a tributary to San Pablo Bay and both are listed as

impaired water bodies on the 2002 303(d) List. The 2002 303(d) list includes San Pablo Bay as

impaired by: chlordane, DDT, diazinon, dieldrin, dioxin compounds, exotic species, furan
compounds, mercury, nickel, PCBs, dioxin-like PCBs, and selenium. Discharges of conservative
pollutants (pollutants that do not break down readily) to Napa River could reach San Pablo Bay
through sediment transport or in the water column and may contribute to impairment of San Pablo

Bay. The 2002 303(d) list includes the Napa River as impaired by sediment, pathogens, and

nutrients. The Board plans to adopt Napa River TMDLs within the permit term.

The SIP requires final effluent limitations for all 303(d)-listed pollutants to be based on total
maximum daily loads (TMDLs) and associated waste load allocations (WLAs). The SIP and U.S.

EPA regulations also require that final concentration-based WQBELs be included for all pollutants
having reasonable potential to cause or contribute to an exceedence of applicable water quality
standards (having reasonable potential or RP). The SIP requires that where the discharger has

demonstrated infeasibility to meet the final WQBELs, interim performance-based limitations
(IPBLs) or previous permit limitations (whichever is more stringent) be established in the permit,
together with a compliance schedule that shall remain in effect until final effluent limitations are

adopted. The SIP also requires the inclusion of appropriate provisions for waste minimizationand
source control where interim limitations are established.

3. Basis for Prohibitions

Discharee Prohibition A.1. (no discharge receiving less than 10:1 dilution or to dead-end
sloughs): This prohibition is based on the Basin Plan and is the previous permit. The Basin
Plan prohibits discharges not receiving a minimumlO:1 initial dilution or to dead-end sloughs
(Chapter 4, Discharge Prohibition No. 1). This Order requires the Discharger to perform a

mixing zone study to confirm that a l0:1 dilution credit is achievable or to justiff an

appropriate dilution credit.

Discharse Prohibition A.2 & A.4 (no bypass or overflow of untreated wastewaters, no
discharge of anything other than storm water to storm drains, unless as authorized by this
permit): This prohibition is based on the Basin Plan. The Basin Plan prohibits the discharge of
partially treated and untreated wastes (Chapter 4, Discharge Prohibition No.15). This
prohibition is based on general concepts contained in Sections 13260 through 13264 ofthe
California Water Code that relate to the discharge of waste to State waters without filing for
and being issued a permit. Under certain circumstances, as stated in 40 CFR 122.41(m), the

facilities may bypass waste streams to waters of the State in order to prevent loss of life,
personal rnJury, or severe property damage, or if there were no feasible alternatives to the

bypass and the Discharger submitted notices of the anticipated bypass to waters of the State.

b.
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Discharge Prohibition A.3. (average dry weather flow not to exceed 15.4 mgd): This
prohibition is based on the historic reliable treatment capacity of the plant. Exceedance of the

treatment plant's a.verage dry weather flow design capacity may result in lowering the

reliability of achieving compliance with water qualify requirements, unless the Discharger
demonstrates otherwise through an antidegradation study. This prohibition is based on 40 CFR

r22.4r(t).

Discharge Prohibition A.5. (no discharge to Napa River from May 1 through October 31):

Discharge to during the dry weather season is prohibited by the Basin Plan, Chapter 4,

Discharge Prohibition No. 1. However, an exception may be authorized by the Executive
Officer under certain emergency situations such as prolonged wet season that prohibits normal
reclamation.

4. Basis for Effluent Limitations

Effluent Limitations B(i)(l) and B(ii)(l) (Conventional Pollutants)

l) Conventional pollutants effluent limits applicable to wet season discharges:

Requirement defrned as below the limit of detection in the latest officially approved edition of "Standard
Methods for Examination of Water and Wastewater."

The effluent limitations n(i)(l)(a) through n(i)(t)(c) are technology-based limits. These limits
are based on the Basin Plan (Chapter 4,page 4-8, and Table 4-2, atpage 4-69). These limits are

unchanged from the previous permit limits. Compliance with these effluent limits has been

demonstrated by existing plant performance.

Effluent limitation n(i)(l)(d): This effluent limitation was in the previous permit, and is from
Chapter 4 of the Basin Plan. The Discharger may elect to use a continuous on-line monitoring
system(s) for measuring flow, chlorine, and sodium bisulfite dosage (including a safety factor)
and concentration to prove that chlorine residual exceedances are false positives. If convincing
evidence is provided, Regional Water Board staff may conclude that these false positives of
chlorine residual exceedances are not violations of the permit limit. There was one violation of
the chlorine residual effluent limitation in December 2000.

c.

e.

Permit
Limitation

Constituent Units Monthly
Average

Weekly
Average

Daily
Maximum

lnstantaneous
Maximum

n(i)(1)(a) Biochemical Oxygen
Demand (BOD5,20"C)
or Carbonaceous
Oxygen Demand
(COD)

mglL

mg/L

30

25

45

40

B( x1)(b) Total Suspended Solids ms,lL 30 45

B( XlXc) Oil & Grease ms,/L l0 20

B( XlXd) Chlorine Residual' mg,/L 0.0
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2) Conventional pollutants effluent limits applicable to dry season discharges:

Effluent limitations n(ii)(t)(a) through B(ii)(l)(c) are unchanged from the previous permit limits
and are based on BPJ for discharging into a shallow water body. Effluent limit B(ii)(l)(d) is

technology-based limit, it is a previous permit limitation and is based on the Basin Plan (Chapter

4, page 4-8, and Table 4-2, at page 4-69). Compliance with these effluent limits has been

demonstrated by existing plant performance except one violation of the chlorine residual effluent
limitation in September 2001.

b. Effluent Limitation B(iX2) and B(iiX2) (pH, minimum 6.0, maximum 9.0 for wet season

discharges; minimum 6.5, maximum 8.5 for dry season discharges):

These effluent iimits are technology-based limit and are unchanged from the previous permit.
These limits are based on the Basin Plan (Chapter 4,Table 4-2), which are derived from federal

requirements (40 CFR 133.102). These are previous permit effluent limitations and compliance
has been demonstrated by existing plant performance. The Discharger may elect to use

continuous on-line monitoring system(s) for measuring pH. kr this case, 40 CFR 401.17 (pH

Effluent Limitations under Continuous Monitoring), and BPJ are the basis for the compliance
provisions for pH limitations. Excursions of the pH effluent limitations are permitted, provided
that both of the following conditions are satisfied: (i) The total time during which the pH values

are outside the required range of pH values shall not exceed 7 hours and26 minutes in any
calendar month; and (ii) No individual excursion from the range of pH values shall exceed 60

minutes. For dry season discharges, since it is unlikely that the discharge lasts longer than a
month, the condition for complying with pH limit under continuous monitoring is limited to (ii)
above.

c. Effluent Limitation B(iX3) and B(iiX3) (Whole Effluent Chronic Toxicity):

The chronic toxicity limit is based on the Basin Plan and are unchanged from the previous permit
limit. Chronic toxicity shall be monitored by using critical life stage test(s) and the most
sensitive test species identified by screening phase testing. The Discharge has not performed any
chronic toxicity monitoring to date. The Discharge is conducting a screening phase study to
identifu the most sensitive species. The Discharger shall conduct routine monitoring with the
species approved by the Executive Officer.

d. Effluent Limitation B(iiiXl) @nterococcus Limitations):

Permit
Limitation

Constituent Units Monthly
Average

Weekly
Average

Daily
Maximum

Instantaneous
Maximum

B(ii)(1)(a) A. Biochemical
Oxygen Demand
(BOD5,20"C)

mgL t0 20

B(iixlxb) B. Total Suspended
Solids

mglL 20 30

B( XlXc) C. Oil & Grease melL 10 20

B(iixlxd) D. Residual Chlorine ' mglL 0.0

The previous Order included total coliform limitations. The U.S. EPA's May,2002 draft
implementation guidance for bacteriological water quality criteria recommended either
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enterococcus or E coli, or both together, as superior to total or fecal coliform as bacteriological
indicators for human health pathogenic risk. This recommendation was based on the fact that

there are multiple sources of coliform bacteria, including humans, and research results showing

that many of these forms are unrelated to human pathogens or risk potential. A growing number

of studies (including the Santa Monica Bay study [R. Haile, et al. The health effects of swimming

in ocean water contaminated by storm drain runoff. Epidemiology 10(4): 355-363 (1999).1) have

indicated that enterococcus and/or E. coli counts correlate more significantly than coliform
counts with human health problems than coliform counts, and serve as a more accurate indicator
of human health risk potential from water contact. The Discharger submitted a Revised Bacteria

Effluent Limits Special Study (Study), June 2003, to demonstrate that the use of enterococcus as a

bacterial indicator will not adversely impact the water quality or beneficial uses of the Napa

River. Further, as the Napa River is estuarine at the discharge point, the lower, more
conservative, enterococci water quality objectives for fresh water were correctly chosen.

Therefore, this Permit contains altemate enterococcus bacteriological limits, which are based on

the Basin Plan, Chapter 3, Page 3-8, Table 3-2, enterococci limitations for freshwater, steady

state and moderately used area.

e. Effluent Limitation B(iiix2) (BOD and TSS monthly averaee 85 percent removal):

These are technology-based limits and previous permit effluent limitations based on Basin Plan

requirements, derived from federal requirements (40 CFR 133.102; definition in 133.101).

Compliance has been demonstrated by existing plant performance. Since 2000, the Discharger
has only once reported BOD removal below 85%o andTSS removal has always been greater than

8s%.

f. Effluent Limitation B(iiiX3) (Whole Effluent Acute Toxicity):

The Basin Plan specifies a narrative objective for toxicity, requiring that all waters shall be

maintained free of toxic substances in concentrations that are lethal to or produce other
detrimental response on aquatic organisms. Detrimental response includes but is not limited to
decreased growth rate, decreased reproductive success ofresident or indicator species, and/or

significant altemations in population, community ecology, or receiving water biota. These

effluent toxicity limits are necessary to ensure that this objective is protected. The acute toxicity
limit is based on the Basin Plan. There are ten acute toxicity effluent limit exceedances between

2000 and 2002, which the Discharger has claimed those being related to elevated ammonia

concentrations in the effluent. This Order specifies how to address ammonia-related toxicity.

g. Effluent Limitation B(iX4) and B(iiX4) (Toxic Substances):

1) Reasonable Potential Analysis (RPA)

Code of Federal Regulations Title 4},Part 122.44(d)(I)(D (40 CFP.I22.44(dXlXi)) specifies

that permits must include WQBELs for all pollutants "which the Director determines are or
may be discharged at a level which will cause, have the reasonable potential to cause, or
contribute to an excursion above any State water quality standard" (have Reasonable

Potential or RP). Thus, assessing whether a pollutant has RP is the fundamental step in
determining whether or not a WQBEL is required. The following sections describe the RPA

and the results of such an analysis for the pollutants identified in the Basin Plan and the

CTR.
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r)

iD

iiD

WQOs and llQC: The RPA uses Basin Plan WQOs, including narrative toxicity
objectives in the Basin Plan, and applicable WQC in the CTRA{TR, or site-specific
objectives (SSOs) if available, after adjusting for site-specific hardness and translators, if
applicable. The governing WQOsAVQC are shown in Attachment 3 of this Fact Sheet.

Methodologt: The RPA uses the methods and procedures prescribed in Section 1.3 of
the SIP. Regional'Water Board staff has analyzedthe effluent and background data and

the nature of facility operations to determine if the discharge shows reasonable potential

with respect to the governing WQOs or WQC. Attachment 3 of this Fact Sheet shows

the step-wise process described in Section 1.3 of the SIP.

Effluent and background data: The RPA is based on effluent data collected by the
Discharger from September 2001through April 2004 for most priority pollutants.
Ambient data collectedin2002, from the station Napa River near Napa, and additional
copper and nickel receiving water data collected during 2001 through 2004 by the

Discharger, were used in evaluating background water quality for this Order.

iv) RPA determination: The RPA results are shown below in Table C and Attachment 3 of
this Fact Sheet. The pollutants that exhibit reasonable potential are copper, mercury,
nickel, selenium, cyanide, TCDD TEQ, and tributyltin.

Table C. Summary of Reasonable Potential Results

CTRNo. Priority Pollutants
Applicable
woo/woc

MEC or
Minimum

DLtI]
(us/I-\

Maximum
Background
orMinimum

DLtl]
tus./L\

RP
Determination

I Antimonv 4300 0.4 1.7 No

2 Arseruc 36 7 34 No
a
J Bervllium No Criteria 0.06 0.06 Uo

4 Cadmium 1.5 0.1 0.04 No

5a Chromium(III) 284 NA 2.6 Ud

5b Chromium(VI) tt.4 0.7 0.4 No

6 Copper 7.4 13 18.5 Yes

7 Lead 5.2 0.3 0.78 No

8 Mercury 0.025 0.15 0.011 Yes

9 Nickel 8.3 4.9 68.7 Yes

10 Selenium 5 5 19 Yes

t1 Silver 2.2 0.3 0.02 No
t2 Thallium 6.3 0.08 0.3 No
13 Zinc 85.6 30 10 No

t4 Cvanide I 20 0.363 Yes

15 Asbestos No Criteria NA 0.2 Uo. Ud

TCDD TEQ l.4x l0-o 2xl0-" 3.68x10-8 Yes

t7 Acrolein 780 1 I No

l8 Acrvlonitrile 0.66 I No

t9 Benzene 71 0.3 0.27 No

20 Bromoform 360 0.9 0.1 No
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CTRNo. Prioriw Pollutants
Applicable
woo/!voc

MEC or
Minimum

DLtI]
(uslL\

Maximum
Background
orMinimum

DLtl]
tus.[\

RP
Determination

2l Carbon Tetrachloride 4.4 I 0.42 No

22 Chlorobenzene 21000 0.3 0.19 No

23 Chlorodibromomethane 34 11 0.18 No

24 Chloroethane No Criteria 0.34 0.34 Uo

25 2-Chloroethvlvinvl ether No Criteria 0.32 0.31 Uo

26 Chloroform No Criteria 48 1.5 Uo

27 Dichlorobromomethane 46 23 0.6 No

28 I . I -Dichloroethane No Criteria 0.49 0.28 Uo

29 1.2-Dichloroethane 99 0.2 0.18 No

30 I . 1-Dichloroethvlene 3.2 0.49 0.37 No

31 1.2-Dichloropropane 39 0.2 0.2 No

32 1, 3 -Dichloropropylene 1700 0.5 0.2 No

33 Ethvlbenzene 29000 0.4 0.3 No

34 Methvl Bromide 4000 0.7 0.42 No

35 Methvl Chloride No Criteria 1.5 0.36 Uo

36 Methvlene Chloride 1600 0.4 0.38 No

JI | -l .2.2 -T et achloroethane ll 0.3 0.3 No

38 Tetrachloroethvlene 8.85 0.5 0.32 No

39 Toluene 200000 4.9 0.25 No

40 I .2-Trans-Dichloroethvlene 140000 0.43 0.3 No

4l 1 . 1. I -Trichloroethane No Criteria 0.49 0.35 Uo

42 1 . 1.2-Trichloroethane 42 0.3 0.27 No

43 Trichloroethvlene 81 0.3 0.29 No

44 Vinvl Chloride 525 0.47 0.34 No

45 2-Chlorophenol 400 0.6 0.4 No

46 2.4-Dichloroohenol 790 0.7 0.3 No

47 2,4-Dimethylphenol 2300 0.9 0.3 No

48 2-Methvl- 4. 6-Dinitrophenol 765 0.9 0.4 No

49 2.4-Dinitrophenol 14000 0.6 0.3 No

50 2-Nitrophenol No Criteria 0.7 0.3 Uo

5l 4-Nitroohenol No Criteria 0.6 0.2 Uo

52 3 -Methvl 4-Chloroohenol No Criteria 0.5 0.3 Uo

53 Pentachlorophenol 7.9 0.9 0.4 No

54 Phenol 4600000 0.4 0.2 No

55 2.4. 6-Trichloroohenol 6.5 0.6 0.2 No

56 Acenaohthene 2700 0.t7 0.17 No

57 Acenaphthylene No Criteria 0.03 0.03 Uo

58 Anthracene I 10000 0.3 0.16 No

59 Benzidine 0.00054 I 0.3 No

60 Benzo(a)Anthracene 0.049 0.t2 0.12 No

6l Benzo(a)Pwene 0.049 0.09 0.09 No

62 Benzo(b)Fluoranthene 0.049 0.1 1 0.11 No

63 Benzo(shi)Pervlene No Criteria 0.06 0.06 Uo

64 Benzo(k)Fluoranthene 0.049 0.16 0.16 No
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CTRNo. Prioritv Pollutants
Applicable

V/OOAVOC

MEC or
Minimum

DLtU
tuslL)

Maximum
Background
orMinimum

DLtU
(ue./L\

RP
Determination

65 Bis(2-Chloroethoxv)Methane No Criteria 0.9 0.3 Uo

66 Bis(2 -Chloroethvl)Ether 1.4 0.7 0.3 No

67 B is(2 -Chloroisopropyl)Ether 170000 0.6 0.6 No

68 B is(2 -Ethvlhexvl)Phthalate 5.9 0.8 0.3 No

69 4-Bromoohenvl Phenvl Ether No Criteria 0.4 0.4 Uo

70 Butvlbenzvl Phthalate s200 0.8 0.4 No

7l 2-Chloronaphthalene 4300 0.5 0.3 No

72 4-Chlorophenyl Phenyl Ether No Criteria 0.5 0.4 Uo

IJ Chrysene 0.049 0.14 0.14 No

74 Dibenzo(a.h)Anthrac ene 0.049 0.04 0.04 No

75 1-2-Dichlorobenzene 17000 0.2 0.t2 No

76 I .3-Dichlorob enzene 2600 0.3 0.16 No

77 1.4-Dichlorobenzene 2600 2.6 0.t2 No

78 3.3 Dichlorobenzidine 0.077 0.3 0.3 No

79 Diethvl Phthalate 120000 u.l 0.4 No

80 Dimethvl Phthalate 2900000 0.7 0.4 No

81 Di-n-Butvl Phthalate 12000 I 0.4 No

82 2.4-Dinitrotoluene 9.1 0.6 0.3 No

83 2.6-Dinitrotoluene No Criteria 0.6 0.3 Uo

84 Di-n-Octvl Phthalate No Criteria 0.9 0.4 Uo

85 1,2-Diphenylhydrazine 0.54 0.6 0.3 No

86 Fluoranthene 370 0.03 0.03 No

87 Fluorene 14000 0.02 0.02 No

88 Hexachlorobenzene 0.00077 0.4 0.4 No

89 Hexachlorobutadiene 50 0.7 0.2 No

90 Hexachlorocyclopentadiene 17000 0.4 0.1 No

9l Hexachloroethane 8.9 0.6 0.2 No

92 Indeno( 1.2.3-cd)Pwene 0.049 0.04 0.04 No

93 lsophorone 600 0.8 0.3 No

94 Naphthalene No Criteria 0.05 0.05 Uo

95 Nitrobenzene 1900 0.7 0.3 No

96 N-Nitro s o dimethvlamine 8.1 0.6 0.4 No

97 N-Nitro s o di-n-Propvlamine r.4 0.8 0.3 No

98 N-Nitrosodiphenvlamine l6 0.7 0.4 No

99 Phenanthrene No Criteria 0.03 0.03 Uo

100 Pyrene 1 1000 0.03 0.03 No

101 1.2.4-Trichlorobenzene No Criteria 0.6 0.3 Uo

t02 Al&in 0.00014 0.003 0.003 No

103 alpha-BHC 0.013 0.003 0.002 No

t04 beta-BHC 0.046 0.004 0.001 No

105 samrna-BHC 0.063 0.003 0.001 No

106 delta-BHC No Criteria 0.002 0.00r Uo

107 Chlordane (303d listed) 0.00059 0.005 0.005 No

108 4.4'-DDT (303d listed) 0.00059 0.003 0.001 No
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CTRNo. Prioritv Pollutants
Applicable
woo/woc

MEC or
Minimum

DLtI]
tuslL\

Maximum
Background
orMinimum

DLtl]
tus.lL)

RP
Determination

09 4,4'-DDE Oinked to DDT) 0.00059 0.002 0.001 No

0 4,4'-DDD 0.00084 0.002 0.001 No

I Dieldrin 0.00014 0.002 0.002 No

2 alpha-Endosulfan 0.0087 0.002 0.002 No
1
J beta-Endolsulfan 0.0087 0.002 0.00r No

4 Endosulfan Sulfate 240 0.002 0.001 No

5 Endrin 0.0023 0.002 0.002 No

6 Endrin Aldehvde 0.81 0.002 0.002 No

7 Heptachlor 0.00021 0.003 0.003 No

8 Heotachlor Eooxide 0.00011 0.003 0.002 No

lt9-125 PCBs sum(2) 0.00017 0.07 0.07 No

126 Toxaphene 0.0002 0.4 0.2 No

Tributvlin 0.0014 0.0226 0.00143 Yes

Total PAHs l5 0 0 No

tll

l2l

Values for MEC or maximum background in bold are the actual detected concentrations, otherwise the values

shown are the minimum detection levels.
NA: Not Available (there is no monitoring data or WQO/WQC for this constituent).
RP :Yes, if either MEC or background > WQOAVQC.
RP = No, if both MEC or background < WQO/WQC or all effluent concentrations non-detect and background
<WQO/WQC or no background available.
RP = Uo (undetermined if no objective promulgated).
RP = Ud (undetermined due to lack of effluent data).

v) Pollutants with no reasonable potential: WQBELs are not included in the Order for
constituents that do not have reasonable potential to cause or contribute to exceedance of
applicable WQOs or WQC. However, monitoring for those pollutants is still required,
under the provisions of the Regional Water Board's August 6,200I Letter. If
concentrations of these constituents are found to increase significantly, the Discharger
will be required to investigate the source(s) of the increase(s). Remedial measures are

required if the increases pose a threat to water quality in the receiving water. If the

Discharger has fulfilled the sampling requirements according to its approved sampling
plan submitted per the August 6,2001LetIer, the Discharger shall perform a minimum of
one sampling event of all 126 priority pollutants during the life of the permit, and submit
the results at least 180 days prior to permit expiration (with the permit renewal
application).

i) Permit reopener: The permit includes a reopener provision to allow numeric effluent
limitations to be added for any constituent that in the future exhibits reasonable potential
to cause or contribute to exceedance of a WQO or WQC. This determination, based on
monitoring results, will be made by the Regional Water Board.

Dilution

Due to the tidal influence of the Bay on the Napa River near this discharge and the undefined
mixing zone,the Regional Water Board considers the discharge as incompletely mixed.
Pursuant to Section 1.4.2.1of the SIP, for incompletely-mixed discharges, the Discharger

2)
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may demonstrate that a dilution credit is appropriate by performing mixing zone studies,

such as atracer study, a dye study, a modeling study, or monitoring upstream and

downstream of the discharge to characterize the extent of actual dilution. Provision F.4 of
this Order requires the Discharger to conduct a mixing zone study to justiff an appropriate
dilution credit. Lr the interim, the WQBELs are calculated with no dilution (D:0) and a 10:1

dilution (D:9) for wet season discharges. This expresses the range of wet season WQBELs
once the appropriate dilution credit is determined. After the study is submitted and approved

by the Executive Officer, the permit may be reopened to include revised WQBELs, as

appropriate. The mixing zone information will also be considered in the next permit
reissuance.

During the dry weather season from May 1 through October 31, the discharge is considered
as a shallow water discharge, so no dilution credit is granted (D:0).

3) Applicable WQOsAilQC for WQBEL Calculation

Toxic substances are regulated by WQBELs derived from the Basin Plan, Tables 3-3 and

3-4,the CTR, the NTR, and/or best professional judgment (BPJ). WQBELs in this Order are

revised and updated from the limits in the previous Order, and their presence in this Order is

based on the evaluation of the Discharger's data as described below under the Reasonable
Potential Analysis. Numeric WQBELs are required for all constituents that have a reasonable
potential to cause or contribute to an excursion above any State water quality standard.

Reasonable potential is determined and final WQBELs are developed using the methodology
outlined in the SIP. If the Discharger demonstrates that the final limits will be infeasible to
meet and provides justification for a compliance schedule, then interim limits are established,
with a compliance schedule to achieve the final limits. The WQOs or WQC used for each
pollutant with Reasonable Potential is indicated in Table D below as well as in Attachment
3 ofthe Fact Sheet.

Table D. Water Quality Objectives/Criteria for Pollutants with Reasonable Potential

Pollutant Chronic
wQo/wQ
c $etL)

Acute
wQo/wQ
c (peil)

IIuman
Health
WQC
tuplL\

Basis of Lowest
wQo /wQc
Used in RPI1I

Copper
7.4 8.4

CTR, sw, site-specific
translators

Mercury 0.02s 2.1 0.051 BP. sw

Nickel 8.3 75 4.600 BP. sw

Selenium 5.0 20 NA NTR. sdfw
Cvanide I 220.000 NTR. sw

TCDD TEQ 1.4x 10-" BP. narrative
Tributvltin 0.0074 0.42 BP. narrative

[1] BP : Basin Plan, sw: salt water, fu: fresh water, NTR: National Toxics Rule

Interim Limitations

Interim effluent limitations were derived for those constituents (copper, mercury, selenium,
and cyanide) for which the Discharger has shown infeasibility of complying with the

4)
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respective final limitations and has demonstrated that compliance schedules are justified
based on the Discharger's source control and pollution minimization efforts in the past and

continued efforts in the prbsent and future. The interim effluent concentration limitations are

either based on statistical analysis of the effluent data (i.e., copper), the previous permit
limitations (i.e., mercury and cyanide), or the maximum effluent concentration (MEC) (i.e.,

selenium). The interim limitations are discussed in more detail below.

5) Feasibility Evaluation and tr'inal WQBELs

The Discharger submitted an infeasibility to comply report on January 24,2005 for copper,

mercury, cyanide, and selenium, and submitted a supplemental on March 18,2005 for
tributyltin. For constituents that Regional Water Board staff could perform a meaningful
statistical analysis (i.e., copper, mercuq/, and cyanide), it used self-monitoring data from
September 2001 through April 2004 to compare the mean, 95ft percentile, and 99e percentile
with the long-term average (LTA), AMEL, and MDEL to confirm if it is feasible for the

Discharger to comply with WQBELs. If any of the LTA, AMEL, and MDEL exceeds the

mean, 95m percentile, and 99m percentile, the infeasibility for the Discharger to comply with
WQBELs is confirmed statistically. Table E below shows these comparisons in pgll-:

Table E: Summary of f,'easibility Analysis (unit: lLg/L)

Constituent Mean / LTA 95thl AMEL 99ftlMDEL
Feasible to

Comolv
Copper (with 10:1 dilution
and no dilution)

3.9>2.8 7.8>4.2 t2.3 >8.4 No

Mercury (with 10:1
dilution and no dilution)

0.0078>0.004 0.016>0.012 0.032<0.039 No

Cyanide (with 10:1

dilution)
3.4>1..25 10.9>2.6 21.8>6.7 No

Cvanide (no dilution) 3.4>0.19 10.91>0.4 21.8>1.0 No

Selenium (with 10: 1

dilution and no dilution)
MEC (5)>AMEL (3.3) No

For selenium, due to high censoring of the effluent data,it is not feasible to perform a

meaningful statistical analysis. Since the MEC of 5 pgll. is above the AMEL of 2.3 StglL,the
infeasibility is substantiated.

For tributyltin, there are only two detected values out of eight measurements; therefore, it is
not feasible to perform a meaningful statistical analysis to determine compliance. The

Discharger has claimed that it is infeasible to achieve immediate compliance with the final
WQBELs. Due to limited effluent data,the Regional Water Board concurred that it is
infeasible for the Discharger to achieve immediate compliance. Also due to limited data, this
Order does not establish an interim limitation for TBT. This Order requires the Discharger to
continue monitoring TBT and develop pollution prevention activities to reduce
concentrations in the effluent. The permit will be reopened, as appropriate, to include TBT
limitations when additional data become available. Final WQBELs for TBT may be
considered by the Regional Water Board in the next permit reissuance if the effluent
continues to show reasonable potential.
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For dioxin compounds, three of the eight effluent concentrations are below the AMEL, and

the rest of the data are non-detect. Due to the limited effluent data, there is uncertainty in
determining compliance or establishing an interim limitation. In addition, the MLs developed

for 2,3,7,8-TCDD and all 16 congeners by the Regional Water Board and BACWA range

from 5 pglL to 50 pglL, which are higher than the WQBELs. As a result, this permit does not

contain an interim limitation for dioxin. The final limitations for dioxins will be based on

the WLA assigned to the Discharger in the TMDL.

Table F below summarizes the calculated WQBELs, and the feasibility to comply analysis

for all pollutants with effluent limitations. The WQBELs calculation is attached as

Attachment 4 of this Fact Sheet.

Table F. Final WQBELs and Feasibility to Comply

Pollutant MDEL
pg/L

AMEL
pglL

tr'easible
to Comply?

Coooer (with l0:1 dilution and no dilution) 8.4 4.2 No

Mercury (with 10:1 dilution and no dilution) 0.039 0.012 No

Nickel (with 10:l dilution and no dilution) 9.5 8.0 Yes

Selenium (with 10:1 dilution and no
dilution)

9.2 3.3 No

Cvanide (with 10:1 dilution) 6.7 2.6 No

Cvanide (no dilution) 1.0 0.4 No
TCDD TEQ (with 10:1 dilution and no
dilution )

2.8x 10-8 1.4x 10-8 No

Tributvltin (with 10:1 dilution) 0.1 0.0s No
Tributvltin (no dilution) 0.012 0.006 No

Interim Limitations and Compliance Schedules

This Order establishes a compliance schedule until April 27 ,2010 for mercury for both wet
anddryseasondischarges,untilApril30,2010forcopper;anduntil April27,2010for
cyanide during wet season discharges and for selenium during both wet and dry seasons.

Since these compliance schedules exceed the length of the permit, the calculated final
limitations are intended for point of reference for the feasibility demonstration. For dry
weather discharges, since the previous permit has a compliance schedule until December 31,

2007 for copper and cyanide, which is five years from the effective date of the permit
amendment Order No. R2-2002-01,11. The final WQBELs for copper and cyanide shall
become effective on January 1, 2008, or until the Regional Water Board adopts the SSOs for
copper and cyanide.

During the compliance schedules, interim limitations are included based on current treatment

facility performance or on previous permit limitations, whichever is more stringent, to
maintain existing water quality. Attachment 5 details the general basis for final compliance

dates. The Regional Water Board may take appropriate enforcement actions if interim
limitations and requirements are not met.
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ii.

Copper - Further Discussion and Rationale for Interim Effluent Limitation: Interim
effluent limitations are required for copper since the Discharger has demonstrated and

the Regional Water Board verified that the final effluent limitations calculated according
to the SIP will be infeasible to meet. The SIP requires the interim numeric effluent
limitation for the pollutant be based on either current treatment facility performance, or
on the previous Order's limitation, whichever is more stringent. Regional Water Board

staff calculated an interim performance-based limitation (IPBL) of 2I.5 Vg/L (3 standard
deviations above the mean), which is more stringent than the previous permit's effluent
limitation of 341tglL. Therefore, 21.5 ltglL is established in this Order as the interim
limitation, and will remain in effect until April 30, 2010 for wet weather discharges, and

until December 31,2007 for dry weather discharges, or until the Regional Water Board
amends the limitation based on SSO or additional data.

Mercury - Further Discussion and Rationale for Interim Effluent Limitation: Interim
effluent limitations are required for mercury since the Discharger has demonstrated and

the Regional Water Board verified that the final effluent limitations calculated according
to the SIP will be infeasible to meet. The SIP requires the interim numeric effluent
limitation for the pollutant be based on either current treatment facility performance, or
on the previous Order's limitation, whichever is more stringent. The previous permit
contains an interim limit of 0.087 ttglL, which was developed based on pooled effluent
data from secondary POTWs in this region. This Order retains this IPBL, and it shall
remain in effect until April 27,2010, or until the Regional Water Board amends the
limitation based on a WLA in the TMDL for mercurv.

Cyanide - Further Discussion and Rationale for Interim Effluent Limitation: Interim
effluent limitations are required for cyanide since the Discharger has demonstrated and

the Regional Water Board verified that the final effluent limitations calculated according
to the SIP will be infeasible to meet. The SIP requires the interim numeric effluent
limitation for the pollutant be based on either current treatment facility performance, or
on the previous Order's limitation, whichever is more stringent. Regional Water Board
staff calculated an interim performance-based limitation (IPBL) of 43.7 pelL (3 standard
deviations above the mean), however, this estimate is not considered as a good estimate
due to high censoring of the data and the limited availability of statistical methods for
censored data. The previous permit contains an interim limit of 25 pgll- based on pooled
effluent cyanide data from several POTWs using activated sludge system. 25 pglL is
retained in this Order as the interim limitation, and shall remain in effect untrl Aprll27,
2010 for wet weather discharges, and until December 31,2007 for dry weather
discharges, or until the Regional Water Board amends the limitation based on addition
information or an SSO.

Selenium - Further Discussion and Rationale for Interim Effluent Limitation: Interim
effluent limitations are required for selenium since the Discharger has demonstrated and
the Regional Water Board verified that the final effluent limitations calculated according
to the SIP will be infeasible to meet. The SIP requires the interim numeric effluent
limitation for the pollutant be based on either current treatment facility performance, or
on the previous Order's limitation, whichever is more stringent. Since most of the
effluent data are non-detect, it is not possible to perform a meaningful statistical analysis
to determine the 99.87ft percentile. The MEC of 5 ltglL is established in this Order as the
interim limitation, and shall remain in effect until April 27,2010, or until the Regional

lll.
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Water Board amends the limitation based on a WLA in the TMDL for selenium. No
interim selenium mass limitations are established in this Order. Wastewater treatment
plants are considered insignificant sources of selenium loading to the Bay, as described

in CEP's Selenium conceptual model dated November 2004. This approach is consistent

with the current selenium TMDL strategy.

7) Attainability of Interim Performance-Based Limitations

ii.

Copper

During the period of September 2001 through April 2004, the Discharger's effluent
concentrations for copper ranged from 1 pglL to 13 pglL (29 samples). All 29 samples

are below the interim limitation of 21.5 pglL. h is therefore expected that the facility
can comply with the interim limitation for copper.

Mercury

During the period of September 200I through Aprll2004, the Discharger's effluent
concentrations ranged from 0.008 ltglLto 0.15 1tglL (38 samples). Only one

concentration, 10 times higher than the second highest concentration, was above the
interim limitation. This value was statistically determined to be an outlier, assuming a

lognormal distribution. It is, therefore, expected that the Discharger can comply with the
interim limitation for mercury

Selenium

During the period of September 2001 through Aprl|2004, the Discharger's MEC is 5
pgll.. There are only 7 detected concentrations out of 23 measurements. Therefore, it is
expected that the Discharger can comply with the interim limit.

Cyanide

During the period of September 2001 through Apr112004, the Discharger's effluent
concentrations ranged from 0.3 ltglL to 20 pglL (36 samples). All 36 samples are below
the interim limitation of 25 pglL. It is therefore expected that the facility can comply
with the interim limitation for cvanide.

111.

8) Mercury Interim Mass Emission LimitationllVlass Trigger

The Order contains a mass emission limitation of 0.025 kilograms per month (kg/month) for
mercury because the Regional Water Board has determined that there is reasonable potential
for mercury in the Discharger's effluent and there is no additional assimilative capacity for
mercury in the Bay and Delta system. This determination is consistent with SIP Section
2.1.1 requirements that the Regional Water Board consider whether additional assimilative
capacity exists for 303(d)Jisted bioaccumulative pollutants. That determination also
considered the fact that elevated mercury in fish from the San Francisco Bay and Delta have
been detected.
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In addition, this Order contains a mass trigger of 0.014 kg/month for mercury. Exceeding the

trigger value will initiate the actions contained in Provision F.7 of this Order.

The mercury mass trigger and limit are retained from the previous Order. The selenium mass

trigger and limit were calculated using the river discharge flow and concentrations (based on

l2-moving average mass loadings) from September 2001 through April 2004.

9) Comparison to Previous Permit Limitations

The effluent limitations for TSS, oil and grease, pH, and chlorine residual have been retained

from the previous Order. Settleable solids effluent limits are no longer required. The interim
effluent limitations for cyanide and mercury are unchanged from the previous Order. The

interim limitation for copper is more stringent than the previous permit interim limit. The

selenium effluent limit is new in this Order. The mercury mass limit and mass trigger are

unchanged from the previous Order, the selenium mass limit and mass trigger are new in this

Order. The effluent limits for acute and chronic toxicity are unchanged from the previous

Order.

7. Basis for Pond Management Requirements

These requirements are from the previous permit and are based on BPJ. The triggers are specified
for odor control. If the triggers are exceeded or if there is an odor nuisance, the facility shall

identify and address the issue.

8. Basis for Receiving Water Limitations

(a) Receiving Water Limitations D.l and D.2. These limitations are in the existing permit and are

based on water quality objectives for physical, chemical, and biological characteristics from
Chapter Itr of the Basin Plan.

(b) Receiving Water Limitation D.3. This limitation is in the existing permit, requires compliance
with Federal and State law, and is self-explanatory.

(c) Receiving Water Limitation D.4. This limitation is based on storm water regulations intended to
protect beneficial uses of receiving waters from storm water pollutants

9. Basis for Sludge Management Practices

Sludee Requirements E.1 though E.10. These requirements come from the Basin Plan (Chapter IV)
and 40 CFR 257 and 503.

10. Basis for Self-Monitoring Requirements

Part A of the monitoring program is a standard requirement in almost all NPDES permits issued

by the Regional Water Board. Most of the requirements are also existing requirements for the

discharger. Part A contains definitions, specifies general sampling and analytical protocols, and

specifies reporting of spills, violations, and routine monitoring data in accordance with NPDES
regulations, the Califomia Water Code, and Regional Water Board policy. Part B of the

monitoring program is specific for the discharger. It defines the stations, constituents, and
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frequency of monitoring, and additional reporting requirements. Constituents required to be

monitored include all parameters for which effluent limitations are specified. This is to allow
determination of compliance with permit limits in accordance with 40 CFP.l22.44(l).

The SMP Part B includes monitoring at the outfall for conventional, non-conventional, and toxic
pollutants, and acute and chronic toxicity. The sampling requirement for conventional and non-
conventional pollutants has retained from the previous permit. Monthly acute bioassay is

required to determine compliance with effluent limitations: This is the same as in the previous
permit. Quarterly chronic toxicity test is required to determine compliance with the effluent
limitations (this previous permit requires monthly chronic toxicify test, however, the Discharger
has not performed any chronic toxicity testing). For copper, mercury, nickel, selenium, and

cyanide, the Discharger will perform monthly monitoring to demonstrate compliance with
effluent limitations. Moreover, the Discharger shall collect twice yearly monitoring for tributyltin
and all the 2,3,7,8-TCDD congeners using the minimum detection limit that can be achieved. An
emergency bypass monitoring station E-001-P was added in case emergency discharge from the

ponds to the Napa River is required to prevent property loss. In lieu of near field discharge
specific ambient monitoring, it is generally acceptable that the Discharger participate in
collaborative receiving water monitoring with other dischargers under the provisions of the
Regional Water Board's August 6,2001Letter and the RMP. During the permit life, the
Discharger shall perform a minimum one sampling event of the 126 priority pollutants, and

submit the results with permit renewal application, at least 180 days prior to permit expiration.

12. Basis for Provisions

a) Provision F.1. (Permit Compliance and Rescission of Previous Permit): Time of compliance
is based on 40 CFR I22. The basis of this Order superceding and rescinding the previous
permit is based on 40 CFR 122.46.

b) Provision F.2 (Effluent Characterization Study): This provision is based on the Basin Plan
and the SIP.

c) Provision F.3 (Receiving Water Study): This provision is based on the Basin Plan and the
SIP.

d) Provision F.4 (Mixing Zone Study): This provision is based on SIP, Section 1.4.2.1,

requiring the Discharger to perform studies to demonstrate dilution for incompletely mixed
discharges.

e) Provision F.5 (Cyanide Compliance Schedule and Site-Specific Objective (SSO) Study).
This provision, based on BPJ, requires the Discharger to characterize background ambient
cyanide concentrations and to participate in an on-going group effort to develop an SSO for
cyanide.

0 Provision F.6 (Pollutant Prevention and MinimizationProgram): This provision is based on
the Basin Plan, pages 4-25 - 4-28, andthe SIP, Section 2.1.

g) Provision F.7 (Mercury Mass Loading Reduction): This provision will help to ensure no
increases in mercury mass loadings until a TMDL and WLA are established. The Regional
Water Board's determination of the need to maintain mass loadings at current levels for this
bioaccumulative pollutant are based on Section 2.1.1 of the SIP.
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h) Provision F.8 (Whole Effluent Acute Toxicity): This provision establishes conditions by
which compliance with permit effluent limitations for acute toxicity will be demonstrated.

Conditions include the use of 96-hour flow-through bioassays, the use of fathead minnows
and rainbow trout as the test species, and the use of approved test methods. These conditions

are based on the effluent limits for acute toxicity given in the Basin Plan, Chapter 4, and
BPJ.

Provision F.9. (Whole Effluent Chronic Toxicity): This provision establishes conditions and

protocol by which compliance with the Basin Plan narrative WQO for toxicity will be

demonstrated. Conditions include required monitoring and evaluation of the effluent for
chronic toxicity and numerical values for chronic toxicity evaluation to be used as 'triggers'
for initiating accelerated monitoring and toxicity reduction evaluation(s). These conditions
apply to the discharges to the Napa River and the numerical values for chronic toxicity
evaluation. Higher trigger values are used for the wet season discharge, as there is likely to
be more fresh ambient water in the vicinity of the discharge in general. These ffiggers may be

revisited subsequent to the mixin g zone study required by this Order. This provision also

requires the Discharger to conduct screening phase monitoring and implement toxicity
identification and reduction evaluations when there is consistent chronic toxicity in the

discharge. The screening phase monitoring is important to help determine which test species

is most sensitive to the toxicity of the ef{luent for future compliance monitoring. The
proposed conditions in the permit for chronic toxicity are based on the Basin Plan narrative
WQO for toxicity, Basin Plan effluent limitations for chronic toxicity (Basin Plan, Chapter

4), U.S. EPA and State Water Board Task Force guidance, applicable federal regulations [40
CFF. r22.44(d)( I )(v)1, and BPJ.

Provision F.10 (Optional Mass Offset): This option is provided to encourage the Discharger
to further implement aggressive reduction of mass loads to the Napa River/San Pablo Bay.

Provision F. 11 (Preheatment Program): This provision requires the Discharger to implement
and enforce its approved pretreatment program in accordance with Federal pretreatment

regulations (40 CFR Part 403).

Provision F.12 (Copper Local Limit): This provision requires the Discharger to issue a public
notice, hold a public hearing if necessary, for increasing the copper local limit from 2.8

pounds/day to 5.0 pounds/day, this requirement is based on 40 CFR 403. I 8.

Provision F.13 (Sanitary Sewer Management Plan): This provision requires the Discharger to
actively participate in the BACWA and the Regional Water Board collaborative effort to
address SSOs. The effort is consistent with Resional Water Board Resolution No: R2-2003-
0095.

Provision F. 14 (Wastewater Facilities, Review and Evaluation, Status Reports): This
provision is based orr the previous Order and the Basin Plan.

Provision F.15 (Operations and Maintenance Manual, Review and Status Reports) and F.16
(Contingency Plan, Review and Status Report): These provisions are based on the Basin
Plan, the requirements of 40 CFF.l22, and the previous permit.

i)

k)

m)

n)

o)
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p) Provision F.17 (303(d)-listed Pollutants Site-Specific Objective and TMDL Status Review):
Consistent with the SIP, the Discharger shall participate in the development of region-wide
TMDL or SSO studies. By January 31 of each year, the Discharger shall submit an update to
the Regional Water Board to document progress made on source control and pollutant
minimization measures and development of TMDL or SSO. Regional Water Board staff
shall review the status of TMDL development. This Order may be reopened in the future to
reflect any changes required by TMDL development.

Provision F.18 (New Water Quality Objectives): This provision allows future modification
of the permit and permit effluent limitations as necessary in response to updated WQOs that
may be established in the future. This provision is based on 40 CFR 123.

Provision F.19 (Self-Monitoring Program): The Discharger is required to conduct
monitoring of the permitted discharges in order to evaluate compliance with permit
conditions. Monitoring requirements are contained in the Self Monitoring Program (SMP) of
the Permit. This provision requires compliance with the SMP, and is based on 40 CFR
122.63. The SMP is a standard requirement in almost all NPDES permits issued by the
Regional Water Board, including this Order. It contains definitions of terms, specifies
general sampling and analytical protocols, and sets out requirements for reporting of spills,
violations, and routine monitoring datain accordance with NPDES regulations, the
Califomia Water Code, and Regional Water Board's policies. The SMP also contains a

sampling program specific for the facility. It defines the sampling stations and frequency,
the pollutants to be monitored, and additional reporting requirements. Pollutants to be

monitored include all parameters for which effluent limitations are specified. Monitoring for
additional constituents, for which no effluent limitations are established, is also required to
provide data for future completion of RPAs for them.

Provision F.20 (Standard Provisions and Reporting Requirements): The purpose of this
provision is to require compliance with the standard provisions and reporting requirements
given in this Regional Water Board's document tilled Standard Provisions and Reporting
Requirements for NPDES Sudace lVater Discharge Permits, August 1993 (the Standard
Provisions), or any amendments thereafter. That document is incorporated in the permit as

an attachment to it. Where provisions or reporting requirements specified in the permit are

different from equivalent or related provisions or reporting requirements given in the
Standard Provisions, the permit specifications shall apply. The standard provisions and
reporting requirements given in the above document are based on various state and federal
regulations with specific references cited therein.

Provision F.21 (Change in Conhol or Ownership): This provision is based on 40 CFR
122.61.

Provision F.22 (Permit Reopener): This provision is based on 40 CFR 123.

Provision F.23 OIPDES Permit): This provision is based on 40 CFR 123.

w) ProvisionsF.24 (Order Expiration and Reapplication):
r22.46(a).

q)

r)

s)

t

u)

v)

is based on 40 CFR
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v.

vI.

WASTE DISCIIARGE REQUIREMENT APPEALS

Any person may petition the State Water Resources Control Board to review the decision of the

Regional Water Board regarding the Waste Discharge Requirements. A petition must be made

within 30 days of the Regional Water Board public hearing.

ATTACHMENTS

Attachment 1: Representative Ambient Hardness Value Calculation
Attachment 2: Effluent Data (Priority Inorganic Pollutants)
Attachment 3: RPA Results for Priority Pollutants
Attachment 4: Calculation of Final WQBELs
Attachment 5: General Basis for Final Compliance Dates



Attachment 1

Representative Ambient Hardness Value Calculation
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NSD Monitoring cc-1 1t18t2002 14C 0.4 4.gl
NSD Monitoring cc-1 3t21t2002 13C 0 4.87
NSD Monitorinq cc-1 1t14t2003 u-1 4.42

NSD Monitorino cc-1 3t11t2003 22C 0.€ 5.3S

NSD Monitorino cc-1 1nt2004 34C 0.€ 5.8:
NSD Monitorino cc-1 2t3t2004 26C 0.! 5.5€

NSD Monitorino CC-1 3t2t2004 11C 0.1 4.7(
NSD Monitorino cc-1 4t6t2004 27C 0.8 5.6(
NSD Monitoring CC-2 1t18t2002 14Q 0.4 4.9
NSD Monitoring cc-2 3t21t2002 13C 0.4 4.87

NSD Monitorinq cc-2 1t14t200i 76 0.1 4.3i
NSD Monitorinq cc-2 3t11t200i 270 0.s 5.6(
NSD Monitorinq vv-z 1nt2004 360 n9 5.8!
NSD Monitorinq CC-2 2t3t2004 240 5.4t
NSD Monitorinq CC-2 3t2t2004 110 0.1 4.7(

NSD Monitorinq CC.2 4t6t2004 300 0.s 5.7C

NSD Monitorinq CC-3 1t14t2002 140 0.4 4.94

NSD Monitorinq cc-3 3t21t2002 170 0.7 5.14

NSD Monitorins cc-3 1t14t200i 0.1 4.42

NSD Monitoring cc-3 3t11t200i 260 0.8 5.5€
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NSD Monitorinq cc4 1t18t2002 140 0.4 4.94

NSD Monitorinq cc4 3t2'12002 ian NE 5.01

NSD Monitorino cc-4 1t14t2QO2 80 0.1 l.3t
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Averaoe 5.02

5t. uev. 0.43

St. Err 0.0€
1.5275 (with dtr54)

Adiusted Mean i#147
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Effluent Data
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Attachment 3

RPA Results for Prioritv Pollutants
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Attachment 4

Calculation of Final WQBELS
(1) With 10:1 Dilution and (2) With No Dilution



Fact Sheet Attachment 4 (1 )

NaDa Sanitation District NPDES Permit Reissuance
WQBEL Calculation with 10:1 Dilution

PRIORIW POLLUTANTS Copoer Mercury Nickle Gvanide Selenium TCDD TEQ f ributvltin
Jnits uo/L uo/L uo/L uo/L uq/L ps/L uq/L

lasis and Criteria tvDe CTR SW
BP SW (4-d,

1-hr avo) BP SW NTR SW NTR BP. nanative BP, nanativ€

-owest WQO T .+L 0.o2t 8.3C '1,0( 5.0( 0.01 0.0074

franslators
)ilution Factor (D) (if aoDlicable) 9
!o. ot samoles Der month 4 4 4

\ouatic life criteria enalvsis reouired? (Y/N) I Y

lH criteria analvsis reouired? (Y/N) N N N

\DDlicable Acute WQO 6.4C 2.1 75 1 m NI 0.42

\ooliceble Chronic WOO 7.40 0.025 6-i 1 NI o.oo74

JH criteria 0.051 4600 22000c 0.014 NA

acKorouno (max conc ror Ao Lre catct 18.{ 0.011 6E.7 U.JOJ 't€ 0.001 64

ound (avq conc for HH calc) 0.00700 75C o.21 0.0131

s the oollutant BioamumuletivelY/N)? {e.o - Hol N N

:CA acute E.t 2.1 131 20 4,14524

=CA 
chronic 7.2 0.025 8.i 6.733 o.o592z

=CA HH 0.05't 45932.4 2199998.1 0.014

No. of data ooints <10 or at least 80% of data
reoorted non detect? (Y/N) N N N N

vq of eftluent data Doints 3.93 0.007t 3.703t 3.4375 0.6957
Std Dev of effluent data Doints 2.30t 0.023s 0.462( 3.8151 0_959{

]V calculated 0.5( 3.0t o1 1.11 1.3t N/A N/l
0.5! 3.0€ 0.1 1.11 1.3t 0.6 u_t

:CA acute multgg 0.3! 0.0€ o.7a 0.1 0.'t o.32

:CA chronic mult99 n6a o.14 0.8i 0.34 o.2t u.ci
TA acute 2.74 o.1g 99.3/ 1.24, J.Ut 1.34381

TA chronic J-Vt 0.004 2.31 14i 0.0:
ninimum of LTAS 2.74 0.004 7.15 1.2! 1.41 o 0312!

\MEL mult95 1.54 J.JC '1.11 2.Oa 2.3( 't.5t 1.55

vIDEL mult99 3.05 10.8€ 1.3! 5.3€ 6.4€ 3.1'l 3.11

\MEL (aq life) 4.23 0.012 79! 2.51 3.2i 0.04851

.(ao life) 8.4C 0.03€ 9.5: 6.7 9.22 0.10

vIDEUAMEL Multiolier 1.98 3.21 1.2C 2.81 2.O1 2.01

\MEL (human hlth) 0.051 45933 219999€ 0.014
l\ilDEL (human hlth) 0 167 55044 5772071 0.02€

minimum of AMEL for Ao. life vs HH o.012 6.C 2.6 0.014 0.05

mrnrmum ot MIJEL torAo. Lire vs HH 8.4 0.039 9.5 0.02€ 0.1

MEC 13.C o 15C 4.9 20.o 5.0 o.o22e

Previous Dermit inteirm limit 34.C 0.087 NF 25,C NF NP NA

Feasibilitv to comDlv? N N ti t\ N

lnteirm limitation 21 0.08i NA 25 5.0c NF NA

Mean 3.9 0.007t .5. I 3.4

MEC>AMEL ML>AMEL Limited data
3sth 7.8 o.ol 4.5C 10.9
l9th 12.3 0.03i 4.8C 21.e
l9.87rh 21.! 5.30 43.7
iistribution oqloqistic oqnormal oqnormal oonormal
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Napa Sanitation District NPDES Permit Reissuance
WQBEL Calculation: No Dilution

PRIORITY POLLUTANTS Coooer Mercurv Cvanide Nickle Selenium rCDD TE( fribuWltin
Units uo/L uq/L uq/L uo/L uo/L Dq/L ud/L

Basis and Criteria fupe CTR SW
BP SW (4-d

1-hr avq) NTR SW BP SW NTR cTR,hh BP. narrativ€

Lowest WQO 7.4 0.02t 1.0c 8.30 5.00 0.0 t4 o.oo74

franslators
Dilution Faclor 1D) lif aDDlimble) 0

No. of samoles oer month 4 4 4

Aouatic life criteria analvsis reouired? (Y/N) Y N

HH criteria analvsis reouired? ry/N) A Y Y I\

Applrcable Acute WQO 8.4( 2.1 1 75 2A 0.4t
llhrnnin \A/66 7.4( 0.025 na 0.0074

HH criteria 0.051 22000c 4600 0.014 ,IA

SacKorouno {max conc lor Ao L|le calcl 18.: 0.011 68.7 1 0.001 64

SacKorounq {avo conc tor HH catcl 0.0070c 0.21 /.5U 0.013

ls the pollutant Bioaccumulative(Y/N)? (e.o.. Hq) r\ N N N

ECA acute 8.2 2.'l 75 0.4€

ECA chronic 7 o.o2a d.J o.oo74

ECA HH 0.051 220004 4600 0.014

No. of data points <1 0 or at least 80% of data
reDorted non detect? U/N) N N N N N

Avq of effluent data points 3 93r 0.007€ 3.4375 3.7038
Std Dev of effluent data Doints 2.30( 0.0239 3.8151 0.4626
CV calculated 0.5s J.UO 1 .11 0.1 1 N/F

0.5s 3.0€ 111 0.1 1 u_o 0.€

ECA acute multg9 0.3: o.os 0.1 0.75 1 0.3t

ECA chronic multg9 0.5: o.14 0.34 0.87 0.53

LTA acute 0.1 0.1 56.59 0.14770

LTA chronic 0.004 0.34 7.1 0.00

2.74 0.004 0.1 7.'l 1 0.0039(

qMEL multg5 1.54 2.0! 1.11 2. 1.54

VDEL mult99 10.89 c- Jt laa 3.1 1 3.11

AMEL (ao life) .27 0.012 0.3t /.9: 0.00606

MDEL(aq life) a4( 0.03e 1.0( o4. 9.22 0.0

\4DEL/AMEL MultiDlier 1.9€ 3.27 Z.Oz 1.2( 2.82 2.O1 2.O

qMEL (human hlth) 0.051 22DOOl 460( 0.01

MDEL (human hlth) 0.1 67 57720t 551 0.0281

Tinimum of AMEL for Ao. life vs HH 4.2i 0.01 0.3r 7.9! 3.2i 0.014 | 0.00€

'ninimum of MDEL for Ao. Life vs HH 8.4( 0.039 1.0( 9.5: 0.028 | o.o12
o.o22e

o.012 o.t 8.( 3.: 0.014 NF

E.4 0.039 9.: 9.2 0.0281 N

\rax Em Conc (MEC) 13.( 0.15 2( 4.1 0.00021 0.0226

;easibilitv to comolv? Nc No N( Yes Nc Nc No

nteirm limit 21.a 0.087 za NF 5.0( NA NA

Note: interim limits for copper an cyanided only effect until December 31, 2007, interim
limit for mercury effect until March 31, 2010.
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General Basis for Final Compliance Dates [1]
for Discharges North of the Dumbarton Bridge

Revised March 21. 2005

[1] These dates are maximum allowable compliance dates applicable. As required by the Basin Plan, CTR, SIP, and

40CFRI22.47, compliance should be as short as possible. These are only applicable for discharges north of the

Dumbarton Bridge because applicable criteria for the south bay are different than those cited above.
o For pollutants where there are planned TMDLs or SSOs, and final WQBELs may be affected by those

TMDLs and SSOs, maximum timeframes may be appropriate due the uncertain length of time it takes to

develop the TMDL/SSO.
o However, for pollutants without planned TMDLs or SSOs, the State Water Board in the EBMUD remand

order (WQO 2002-0012), directs the Regional Water Board to establish schedules that are as short as

feasible in accordance with requirements.

[2] The Basin Plan provides for a l0-year compliance schedule for implementation of measures to comply with new
standards as ofthe effective date ofthose standards. This provision has been construed to authorize compliance
schedules for new interpretations of existing standards, such as the numeric and narrative water quality objectives
specified in the Basin Plan, if the new interpretations result in more stringent limits than in the previous permit.

a. For the numeric objectives in place since the 1995 Basin Plan, due to the adoption of the SIP, the

Regional Water Board has newly interpreted these objectives. The effective date of this new
interpretation is the effective date of the SIP (April 28,2000) for implementation of these numeric Basin

Plan obiectives.

Constituent Reference for
applicable
standard

Maximum
compliance

schedule
allowed

Compliance date

and Basis

Cyanide
Selenium

NTR 10 years April 28, 2010 (10 years from effective
date of SIP). Basis is the SIP.

Copper (salt) CTR 5 years May 18,2010 (this is 10 years from
effective date of CTR/SIP). Bases are

CTR and SIP.

Cadmium (fresh)
Mercury
PAH EPA 610

Numeric
Basin Plan (BP)

10 years April28,2010, which is 10 years from
effective date of SIP (April 28,2000).
Basis is the Basin Plan, See note [2a1.

Arsenic
Cadmium (salt)
Chromium (VI)
Copper (fresh)
Lead
Nickel
Silver (CMC)
Zinc

Numeric BP 10 years January 1,2015. This is 10 years (using
full months) from effective date of 2004
BP amendment (January 5, 2005). Basis

is the Basin Plan section 4.3.5.6. See

note [2b].
Also, see note [3] for permits issued prior to
effective date of 2004 BP amendment.

DioxinslFurans
Tributyltin
Other toxic pollutants
not in CTR

Narrative BP using
SIP methodology

10 years 10-yr from effective date of permit
(which is when new standard is adopted;
no sunset date). Basis is the Basin Plan,

see note f2cl.
Other priority
pollutants on CTR
and not listed above

CTR 5 years May 18,2010 (this is 10 years from
effective date of CTR/SIP). Basis is the

CTR and SIP.
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b. For numeric objectives for the seven pollutants adopted in the 2004 Basin Plan (amendments), the

Regional Water Board has newly adopted these objectives. The effective date of these new objectives is

the approval date of the 2004 Basin Plan by U.S. EPA (January 5, 2005) for implementation of these

numeric Basin Plan objectives. December is the last full month directly preceding the sunset date.

Compliance should be set on the fust day of the month to ease determination of monthly average limits'
Therefore, compliance must begin on January I,2015.

c. For narrative objectives, the Regional Water Board must newly interpreted these objectives using best

professional judgment as defined in the Basin Plan for each permit. Therefore, the effective date of this

new interpretation will be the effective date of the permit.

[3] The schedules established in permits effective prior to ttre 2004 Basin Plan (amendments) should be continued

into subsequent permits reissued after the 2004 Basin Plan. For example, Permit XX, adopted Nov 2004 became

effective Feb 1, 2005. Permit XX establishes a compliance schedule for copper to end April 1,2010. When next

reissued in 2010, the compliance deadline for the same copper limit should remain April 1, 2010. However, if in
applying lhe 2004 BP objective results in a more stringent limit for copper, then a new compliance schedule may

extend to the new date in2015, provided discharger XX justifies the need for the longer cornpliance schedule'
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Napa Sanitation District Feasibility Study for
NPDES Permit

January 24.2005

I. INTRODUCTION

This study of the feasibility of achieving compliance with proposed final effluent limits for
copper, mercury, selenium and cyanide is being provided to justify interim limits in place
of final water-quality-based effluent limits for Napa Sanitation District's @istrict) NPDES
Permit Renewal.

II. BACKGROUND

Basis for Feasibility Studies

The requirement for feasibility studies as a way to document the need for interim effluent
limits was first suggested on May 3,2001, and further defined in a May 1,1,2001,
meeting between representatives of Bay area permittees, the Regional Water Quality
Control Board (RWQCB), the U. S. Environmental Protection Agency (USEPA), and the
State Water Resources Control Board (SWRCB). Five Bay area publicly-owned
treatment works (POTWs) submitted feasibility studies to the RWQCB in May and had
their permits adopted in June, with effluent limits based on those studies.

There are two bases for the feasibility analysis: 1) the Policy for Implementation of
Toxics Standards for Inland Surface Waters, Enclosed Bays and Estuaries of California
(known as the SIP - May 2000) which establishes statewide policy for NPDES
permitting, and2) the RWQCB's Basin Plan,1995, as amended. The SIP provides for
the situation where an existing NPDES permittee cannot immediately comply with an
effluent limitation derived from a California Toxics Rule (CTR) criterion. The SIP
allows for the adoption of interim effluent limits and a schedule to achieve compliance
with a water quality-based effluent limit in such cases. To qualify for interim limits and a
compliance schedule, the permittee must demonstrate that it is infeasible to achieve
immediate compliance with the Basin Plan- or CTR-based limit.

The term "infeasible" is defined in the SIP as o'not capable of being accomplished in a
successful manner within a reasonable period of time, taking into account economic,
environmental, legal, social, and technolo gical factors. "

The SIP requires that the following information be submitted to the RWQCB to support a

finding of infeasibility:

r Documentation that diligent efforts have been made to quantify pollutant levels in
the discharge and sources of the pollutant in the waste stream, including the
results of those efforts;

r Documentation of source control and/or pollution minimization efforts currently
underway or completed;

Napa Sanitation District
Feasibility Study

January 24,2005



r A proposed schedule for additional or future source control measures, pollutant
minimization, or waste treatment; and

r { demonstration that the proposed schedule is as short as practicable.

The SIP requires that interim numeric effluent limits be based on (a) current treatment
facility performance or (b) limits in the existing permit, whichever is more stringent.

The SIP also requires that compliance schedules be limited to specific time periods. For
constituents not on the 303(d) List, the maximum length of the compliance schedule is
five years from the date of permit issuance. For constituents on the 303(d) list (where a

TMDL is required to be prepared), the maximum length of the compliance schedule is up
to 20 years from the effective date of the SIP (May 2000). To secure the TMDL-based
compliance schedule, the permittee must make commitments to support and expedite
development of the associated TMDL.

In similar fashion, when an NPDES permittee cannot immediately comply with an

effluent limitation from a Basin Plan criterion, the Basin Plan allows the RWQCB to
consider the permittee's proposals for longer compliance schedules where the revised
effluent limitation will not be immediately met. The Basin Plan justification for
compliance schedules is essentially the same as the SIP procedure. Both procedures
require implementation of pollution prevention measures to reduce constifuent of concem
(COC) loadings to the maximum extent practicable as soon as possible.

Feasibitity Study for Napa Sanitation District

It is the District's understanding that they must demonstrate that it is infeasible to meet
the effluent limits for copper, mercury selenium and cyanide in order to be granted a
compliance schedule and interim effluent limits in the renewal of their NPDES permit. It
is also the District's understanding that the feasibility studies akeady produced by other
permittees were sufficient to prove inability to comply with the proposed final water
quality-based effluent limits. Hence, this analysis is generally based on those previous
examples.

The RWQCB will determine if a compliance schedule and interim limits are appropriate,
based on the permittee's submittal. If the RWQCB agrees that immediate compliance is
infeasible, and that all the conditions are met, a compliance schedule and interim limit
can be established on a constituent-by-constituent basis. Accordingly, if the RWQCB
believes that a compliance schedule and interim limits are not justified by this submittal
for one or more of the COCs, the District requests that the RWQCB hold the adoption of
the Tentative Order (TO) in abeyance until additional data can be provided to allow full
consideration of the District's inability to immediately comply with the subject final
water quality-based effluent limits.

IIL CONSTITUENTS TO BE EVALUATED

The District will have difficulty complying with the final WQBELs for the following
constituents:

Napa Sanitation District
Feasibility Study

January 24,2005



. Copper
r Mercury
. Selenium

' Cyanide

Consequently, these constituents are the subjects of this feasibility analysis.

IV. PROPOSED WATER QUALITY.BASED EFFLUENT LIMITS AND
CURRENT PLANT PERFORMAIICE FOR CONSTITUENTS OF
CONCERN

The proposed final limits and the District's effluent quality are summarizedin Table 1.

Effluent quality in Table 1 is based on data from sampling conducted between September

2001 and April2004, the same timeframe used for development of the final effluent
limits.

'AMEL: Average Monthly Effluent Limit
"MDEL: Maximum Dailv Effluent Limit
'MEC: Maximum Effluent Concentration observed in the dataset (9101-4104)

It is the District's understanding that the water quality-based effluent limits shown in
Table 1 were calculated using procedures described in Section 1.4 of the SIP.

FEASIBILITY ANALYSIS

As shown in Table 1, based upon crrrent treatment plant perfonnance as measured using
plant effluent, the District is unlikely to be able to immediately comply with proposed
final effluent limits for the four COCs. As a result of the District's inability to
immediately comply with effluent limits, the District requests that interim effluent limits
and a compliance schedule to attempt to meet final limits should be granted in the
NPDES permit.

Copper

Treatment plant perfonnance and the District's pollution prevention program targeting
copper are discussed below.

Napa Sanitation District
Feasibility Study

Table L. Fina Effluent Limits and Effluent al

Constituent

Final Water Quality-Based Effluent Limits
(WQBELS)(ue/L) Proposed

Interim
Limit

Napa Sanitation
District

Effluent Quality
(MEC3)
(ue/L)

Wet Weather Drv Weather

AMELl MDEL2 AMELl MDEL2

Copper 4.2 8.4 4.2 8.4 2r.5 13

Mercury 0.012 0.039 0.012 0.039 0.087 0.15

Selenium J.J 9.2 aa
J.J 9.2 5 5

Cyanide 2.6 6.7 0.4 1.0 25 20

January 24,2005



District effluent characteristics for copper indicate that immediate compliance with the
final effluent limits is not possible. For the period of September 2001-Apnl2004,the
effluent copper concentrations ranged from 1.0 uglLto 13 uglL (29 samples). The
maximum observed effluent concentration of 13 uglL would result in permit violations at
the proposed dry weather AMEL of 4.2 uglL and MDEL of 8.4 ug/L. Of the 29 samples,
8, or 28Yo, exceeded the AMEL and one, or 3.4o/o, exceeded the MDEL. Therefore,
interim effluent limits for copper for both wet and dry weather and a compliance schedule
to attempt to meet final copper limits should be granted.

The District's pollution prevention program has included activities with copper sources
over the years including vehicle services facilities, household products, and corrosion
control.

The District worked with the Association of Bay Area Governments to develop a Green
Business Recognition Program for Automotive Service Facilities between 1997 and
1999. The focus ofthis program encouraged businesses to seal floor drains and to
conduct repair activities as dry shops. Inspections revealed that as a result of this
program, the majority of vehicle service facilities were operating in the recommended
manner. Inspections of several autobody shops in the swnmer of 2002 revealed that these
businesses are also conducting service and repair activities in dry shops with no
discharges from these activities to the sanitary sewer. The current focus of the District's
pollution prevention (P2) program for vehicle service facilities has, therefore, shifted to
vehicle washing activities. Inspections at the autobody shops revealed that vehicle
washwater was being disposed of in a variety of ways. Most shops were discharging to
the sanitary sewer. The District is working with these shops to ensure that discharges are
adequately treated prior to discharge. A few shops were discharging washwater to the
storm drain. The District is working with these facilities to redirect their discharges to
landscaping or the sanitary sewer.

The District participated in the Bay Area Pollution Prevention Group's (BAPPG) efforts
in the mid 1990's to educate the public regarding copper sulfate root control products by
participating in the workgroup that developed the brochure. This brochure was
distributed by the District at all household hazardous waste collection events prior to the
ban on this product. The District also worked with the Napa County Agricultural
Commission to educate the public regarding the ban once it was implemented.

In 2001, the District met with the City of Napa to discuss the impacts of the City's water
supply on copper levels entering the treatment plant. The City provided information
regarding the use of copper sulfate in one of its reservoirs and information on its
corrosion control efforts (orthophosphate is added to the source water). In addition, the
City provided five years of water supply data for the District's review. The District will
continue to analyze this copper source and work with the City as necessary.

Current pollution prevention efforts include rcvitalizing the District's Commercial
Business Program, which will target several commercial categories over the next several
years. This program will include information and data gathering, facility visits, and
recommendations of Best Management Practices (BMPs) for reducing constituents of
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concern. The four commercial categories identified are automotive, restaurants, dental
offices, and drycleaners. As noted above, efforts targeting automotive businesses are

already underway.

In2004, the District participated in the BAPPG project to educate plumbers regarding
BMPs to reduce copper pipe corrosion by providing information for the presentation. A
presentation titled "Copper Corrosion Control" was presented by the BAPPG to the
Plumbers Union 343 Apprentices Training Center in Vallejo on March 30,2004. There
were 85 people in attendance. Pre- and Post-tests administered before and after the
presentation indicated that the workshop was successful in communicating the connection
between piping installation and pollution to San Francisco Bay.

The District is also participating in regional copper-related activities and conducted a

copper translator study. The District is participating in the North Bay Copper and Nickel
Impairment Assessment to assist in preparation of the 2002 303(d) list. The District is
also participating with other permittees through the Bay Area Clean Water Agencies
(BACWA) with the RWQCB, USEPA, and BayKeeper in the development of site-
specific objectives for copper for San Francisco Bay north of the Dumbarton Bridge. The
work has lead to a removal of the 303(d) listing for copper in the Bay and development of
revised water quality objectives for copper in the Bay.

Mercury

Treatment plant performance and the District's pollution prevention program targeting
mercury are discussed below.

For the period of September 2001-Api12004, the effluent mercury concentrations ranged

from 0.0008 ug/L to 0.15 ug/L (38 samples). As was noted previously in the District's
2002permit amendment: "There is one extreme effluent value (0.15 ugil) which is 30

times higher than the average effluent concentration for the study period. Board staff
examined the data and found that the influent mercury concentration for the same month
was also much higher than that of the other months. Therefore, it is concluded that this
extremely high effluent concentration was caused by a rare event, and is not
representative of the treatment plant's performance." The District believes this rare event
(due to sampling and/or anallical variability or a one-time, temporary discharge of
mercury into the sewer system) is a basis for throwing out this data point from the
dataset. If this were to occur, the District would not have reasonable potential for
mercury and no effluent limits for mercury would be required.

However, if the Regional Board insists on including this data point and giving the District
reasonable potential for mercury, then the data point must also be included in the
Feasibility Analysis. The observed MEC concentration of 0.15 ugll- would result in
permit violations at the proposed AMELs of 0.012 uglL and MDELs of 0.039 ugll.
Therefore, interim effluent limits for mercury and a compliance schedule to attempt to
meet final mercury limits should be granted.
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The District's past pollution prevention efforts targeting mercury include a mercury
thermometer exchange program. The Napa Sanitation District provided funds for the
Napa-Solano County Agencies' joint effort mercury thermometer exchange event, where
300 mercury-free thermometers were exchanged between April 30 and May 11,2001.
The mercury thermometer exchange program was also discussed in an article (Summer
2001) in "Pipeline", a newsletter from the District. The District continues to promote the

use of mercury-free thermometers. In z}}4,District staff distributed 125 thermometers
during a range of public events and plant tours.

The District supports the North Bay Watershed Association Mercury Pollution
Prevention Project. 1n2004, staff participated in the development of the North Bay
Watershed Association Fluorescent Lamp Recycling Pilot Program. Ace hardware store
in Napa agreed to participate in this effort.

The District is revitalizing its Commercial Business Program, which will target several

commercial categories over the next several years. This program will include
information and data gathering, facility visits, and recommendations of Best Management
Practices (BMPs) for reducing constituents of concern. The four commercial categories
identified are automotive, restaurants, dental offices, and drycleaners. Dental offices are

a known source of mercury into the sewer system, and this program will target that
source.

In addition to efforts targeting dentists and household products (e.g., thermometers) other
activities targeting mercury include:

. Monitoring influent for mercury using clean sampling techniques and analytical
techniques using low detection limits

. Contributing to development of the mercury TMDL through membership in Bay
Area Clean Water Agencies (BACWA)

. Continuing to participate in the Bay Area Pollution Prevention Group (BAPPG)

. Reviewing white papers, policies and procedures developed by the BAPPG and
evaluating feasibility and potential effectiveness of activities for the District

. Monitoring changes in the District's influent and effluent resulting from these
efforts, and evaluating next steps

Selenium

Treatment plant perfonnance and the District's pollution prevention program targeting
selenium are discussed below.

District effluent characteristics for selenium indicate that immediate compliance with the
final effluent limits based on CTR criteria is not possible. For the period of September
2001-April 2004, the effluent selenium concentrations ranged from <0.5 luglLto 5 uilL
(22 sarryIes). Reasonable potential has been identified based on the concentration in the
receiving water. Therefore, interim effluent limits for selenium for both wet and dry
weather and a compliance schedule to attempt to meet final selenium limits should be
granted.
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The District's pollution prevention program has not previously identified selenium as a
pollutant of concern and, therefore, has not conducted source control activities targeting
selenium sources. Selenium is often found in groundwater drinking water sources. Other
possible sources of selenium may include printers and photoprocessors and household
products including dandruff shampoos, skin care products and dietary supplements.
These sources have not been identified as significant sources by other communities who
have evaluated selenium. In addition, selenium has not been detected in the influent in
2003 or 2004 so it is unlikely that source control efforts would be fruitful. Even so the
District will continue to monitor for selenium in the influent in an attempt to determine if
there are significant influent sources.

Cyanide

Treatment plant perfonnance and the District's pollution prevention program targeting
cyanide are discussed below.

District effluent characteristics for cyanide indicate that immediate compliance with the
final effluent limits is not possible. Effluent cyanide concentrations during the September
2001 through April 2004 peiod range from <0.6 uglLto 20 ugll- (36 samples). The
maximum observed effluent concentration of 20 ugll- would result in permit violations at
the proposed dry weather AMEL of 0.4 ug/L and MDEL of 1 ugll-. All the samples
either exceed the AMEL or are below detection limits. Additionally, the SIP minimum
level (ML) for cyanide is 5 ug/L. Ten of the 36 samples exceed the ML. Therefore,
interim effluent limits for cyanide for both wet and dryweather and a compliance
schedule to attempt to meet final cyanide limits should be granted.

As the Regional Water Board has noted previously, "Cyanide is a regional problem
associated with the anallical protocol for cyanide analysis due to matrix inferences. A
body of evidence exists to show that cyanide measurements in effluent may be an artifact
of the analytical method. This question is being explored in a national research study
sponsored by the Water Environment Research Foundation (WERF)." (2002 Napa
Sanitation District Permit Amendment)

The District has concems about the occurrence of artifactual (false positive) cyanide as

evidenced by effluent concentrations greater than influent concentrations. The District
supports efforts to develop a site-specific objective for cyanide in the Bay, given that
cyanide does not persist in the environment and that the current water quality objective
(WQO) was based on testing with East Coast species. A cyanide SSO for Puget Sound,
Washington, using West Coast species has been approved by EPA Region X. The
Permittee is participating in a regional permittee-funded effort to conduct a study for
development of site-specific objective. The cyanide study plan was submitted on
October 29,2001. A final report was submitted to the Board on June 29,2003. The
Basin Plan Amendment is currentlybeing developed. The Board intends to include, in a
subsequent permit revision, a final limit based on the study results.
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A review of cyanide influent data shows that cyanide has rarely been detected in the
influent and is rarely present at levels exceeding effluent levels. Therefore, it is unlikely
that there are cyanide sources to the District's influent. Instead, cyanide is most likely
generated in the treatment process. Therefore, rather than pursuing pollution prevention
which would not be effective for cyanide, the District has supported regional cyanide
projects. As a member of BACWA, the District is supporting BACWA's efforts to work
with the Regional Board to develop a site-specific objective for cyanide. The District has

supplied information regarding treatment plant cyanide levels and other requested
information to BACWA in support of this effort.

General Pollution Prevention Activities

Other pollution prevention activities and the structure of the District's program are

discussed below.

The District conducts ongoing pollution prevention activities that focus on general
education rather than targeting specific pollutants. One of the District's most effective
programs is its treatment facility tour for school groups. In the 200312004 school year,

the District conducted 16 tours and reached 5I2 people through these tours. This
program is conducted jointly with the Jameson Canyon Water Treatment Plant and Napa
Garbage Service Recycling Facility. This program received a2004 CWEA Redwood
Empire Section Public Education Award.

Other ongoing public education and pollution prevention activities include:
. Recycling/ Household Hazardous Waste Hotline conducted jointlywith the City

of Napa
. Publication of the quarterly newsletter "Pipeline", which always includes an

article about pollution prevention
. Pollution prevention information distributed at Napa Valley College Job Fair
r Support and participation in California Coastal Cleanup Day
. Participation in Napa County Environmental Education Group and the Napa-

Solano Regional Environmental Public Education Group
. Support and participation in BAPPG
. Participation in North Bay Source Control Committee
. Distribution of outreach materials at public events. Some materials distributed in

2004 include the BAPPG Clean It Guide and A Kid's Guide to Backyard Bugs.
r Support of Aquatic Outreach Institute's Kids in Creeks Program.

The District's pollution prevention and pretreatment program is staffed with a full-time
Pollution Prevention and Source Control Officer. and a half-time Pollution Prevention
inspector.

The plan for the Pollution Prevention Program includes a commercial business element, a

school outreach element, a public outreach element, and annual reporting and
effectiveness measurement. The following activities are planned for 2005:

. Implement commercial business program for dental offices
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. Work with Environmental Education Coalition of Napa County to develop
Aquatic Outreach to Educators

. Implement commercial business program for dry cleaners

' Conduct integrated pest management education programs as necessary
. Orgarize an Earth Day or Pollution Prevention Week poster contest for school

kids
. Continue progrcms developed in2002-2004
. Conduct monitoring of influent selenium and, if selenium is detected above

detection limits, conduct source investigations.

Summary

Based upon the above analysis, the District concludes that it is infeasible to meet the final
effluent limitations proposed in the permit amendment. Furthermore,itmay remain
infeasible within a five-year time schedule to meet these limits. As described in this plan,

however, the District will continue to conduct its current pollution prevention activities
and work to implement planned programs for the future.

Napa Sanitation District
Feasibility Study

January 24,2005



Napa Sanitation District Feasibility Study for Tributyltin
NPDES Permit

March 18,2005

INTRODUCTION

This study of the feasibility of achieving compliance with proposed final effluent limits for
tributyltin is being provided to justify interim limits in place of final water-quality-based
effluent limits for Napa Sanitation District's @istrict) NPDES Permit Renewal.

II. BACKGROUND

Basis for Feasibility Study

The requirement for feasibility studies as a way to document the need for interim effluent
limits was first suggested on May 3,2001, and further defined in a May 11,2001,
meeting between representatives of Bay area permittees, the Regional Water Quality
Control Board (RWQCB), the U. S. Environmental Protection Agency (USEPA), and the
State Water Resources Control Board (SWRCB). Five Bay area publicly-owned
treatment works (POTWs) submitted feasibility studies to the RWQCB in May and had
their permits adopted in June, with effluent limits based on those studies.

There are two bases for the feasibility analysis: 1) the Policy for Implementation of
Toxics Standards for Inland Surface Waters, Enclosed Bays and Estuaries of California
(known as the SIP - May 2000) which establishes statewide policy for NPDES
permitting, and2) the RWQCB's Basin Plan, 1995, as amended. The SIP provides for
the situation where an existing NPDES permittee cannot immediately comply with an
effluent limitation derived from a California Toxics Rule (CTR) criterion. The SIP
allows for the adoption of interim effluent limits and a schedule to achieve compliance
with a water quality-based effluent limit in such cases. To qualify for interim limits and a
compliance schedule, the permittee must demonstrate that it is infeasible to achieve
immediate compliance with the Basin Plan- or CTR-based limit.

The term "infeasible" is defined in the SIP as "not capable of being accomplished in a
successful manner within a reasonable period of time, taking into account economic,
environmental, legal, social, and technological factors."

The SIP requires that the following information be submitted to the RWQCB to support a
finding of infeasibility:

' Documentation that diligent efforts have been made to quantify pollutant levels in
the discharge and sources of the pollutant in the waste stream, including the
results of those efforts;

I Documentation of source control and/or pollution minimization efforts currently
underway or completed;

Napa Sanitation District
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I A proposed schedule for additional or future source control measures, pollutant
minimization, or waste treatment; and

I I demonstration that the proposed schedule is as short as practicable.

The SIP requires that interim numeric effluent limits be based on (a) current treatment
facility performance or (b) limits in the existing permit, whichever is more stringent.

The SIP also requires that compliance schedules be limited to specific time periods. For
constituents not on the 303(d) List, the maximum length of the compliance schedule is
five years from the date of permit issuance. For constituents on the 303(d) list (where a

TMDL is required to be prepared), the maximum length of the compliance schedule is up
to 20 years from the effective date of the SIP (May 2000). To secure the TMDL-based
compliance schedule, the permittee must make commitments to support and expedite .

development of the associated TMDL.

In similar fashion, when an NPDES permittee cannot immediately complywith an
effluent limitation from a Basin Plan criterion, the Basin Plan allows the RWQCB to
consider the permittee's proposals for longer compliance schedules where the revised
effluent limitation will not be immediately met. The Basin Plan justification for
compliance schedules is essentially the rrr,. u, the SIP procedur-e. Both procedures
require implementation of pollution prevention measures to reduce constituent of concern
(COC) loadings to the maximum extent practicable as soon as possible.

Feasibility Study for Napa Sanitation District Tributyltin

It is the District's understanding that they must demonstrate that it is infeasible to meet
the effluent limits for tributyltin in order to be granted a compliance schedule and interim
effluent limits in the renewal of their NPDES permit.

The RWQCB will determine if a compliance schedule and interim limits are appropriate,
based on the permittee's submittal. If the RWQCB agrees that immediate compliance is
infeasible, and that all the conditions are met, a compliance schedule and interim limit
can be established on a constituent-by-constituent basis. Accordingly, if the RWQCB
believes that a compliance schedule and interim limits are not justified by this submittal,
the District requests that the RWQCB hold the adoption of the Tentative Order (TO) in
abeyance until additional data can be provided to allow full consideration of the District's
inability to immediately comply with the subject final water quality-based effluent limits.

III. CONSTITUENTS TO BE EVALUATED

The District will have difficulty complying with the final WQBELs for tributyltin,
Consequently, tributyltin is the subject of this feasibility analysis.
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IY. PROPOSED WATER QUALITY.BASED EFFLUENT LIMITS AND
CURRENT PLAI\T PERFORMANCE FOR CONSTITUENTS OF
CONCERN

The proposed final limits and the District's effluent quality are summarizedin Table 1.

Effluent quality in Table 1 is based on data from sampling conducted between September
2001 and February 2004, the same time frame used for development of the final effluent
limits.

'AMEL: Average Monthly Effluent Limit

'MDEL: MaximumDaily Effluent Limit
3MEC: Maximum Effluent Concentration observed in the dataset (9/01-2104)

It is the District's understanding that the water quality-based effluent limits shown in
Table 1 were calculated using procedures described in Section 1.4 of the SIP.

FEASIBILITY ANALYSIS

As shown in Table 1, based upon cuffent treatment plant perforrnance as measured using
plant effluent, the District is unlikely to be able to immediately comply with proposed dry
weather final effluent limits for tributyltin. As a result of the District's inability to
immediately complywith effluent limits, the District requests that interim effluent limits
and a compliance schedule to attempt to meet final limits should be granted in the
NPDES permit.

Treatment plant performance and the District's pollution prevention progrcm targeting
tributyltin are discussed below.

District effluent characteristics for tributyltin indicate that immediate compliance with the
final effluent limits is not possible. For the period of September 2OOl-February 2004,the
effluent tributyltin concentrations ranged from undetected at a method detection limit of
0.00051 uglLto a detected value of 0.0226 ug/L (8 samples). The maximum observed
effluent concentration of 0.0226 uglL would result in permit violations of the proposed
dry weather AMEL of 0.006 uglL andMDEL of 0.012 ug/L. Of the 8 samples, one
concentration, or l3o/o, exceeded the dry weather AMEL and the MDEL. Therefore,
interim effluent limits for tributyltin for dryweather and a compliance schedule to
attempt to meet final dryweather tributyltin limits should be granted.

Napa Sanitation District
Feasibility Study for TBT

Table 1. Fina Effluent L mits and Ellluent Oua

Constituent

Final Water Quality-Based Effluent Limits
(WOBELs)(w.lL\ Proposed

Interim
Limit

Napa Sanitation
District

Effluent Quality
(MEC')
(ue/L)

Wet Weather Drv Weather

AMELl MDEL2 AMEL' MDEL2

Tributvltin 0.05 0.1 0.006 0.0r2 0.0226
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Tributyltin is a biocide that has been used to kill aquatic organisms in cooling water
systems, antifouling marine paints and stains, protective wood treatments, disinfectant
commercial toilet bowl cleaners, and disinfectant carpet and upholstery cleaners.
Tributyltin compounds are contained in chemicals registered in California for use in
antifoulant paints on boats, ships, and marine structures, as wood preservatives,
molluscicides, and disinfectants, and as biocides for use in cooling towers, pulp and paper
mills, and textile mills. Federal legislation was enacted to limit the use of tributyltin-
based antifouling paints to large boats only (Organotin Antifouling Paint Control Act of
1988). Tributyltin from boats and docks would not contribute to the treatment plant load.
Tributyltin in stormwater runoff from wood preservatives on outdoor wooden structures
would not contribute to the treatment plant load, as the District is not a combined
stormwater and sewer system.

Studies performed to determine the sources of tributyltin in urban areas concluded that
cooling tower additives were the largest contributor of tributyltin to treatment plants
(CEPA 1995). The State of California has prohibited the possession, use, and sale of
cooling water additives containing tributyltin in the San Francisco Bay Area (DPR,
1996b). The State Department of Pesticide Regulation has notified manufacturers and
major distributors of this prohibition and they are legally liable for selling these products
in the nine San Francisco Bay area counties (San Francisco, Santa Clara, San Mateo,
Alameda, Contra Costa, Solano, Napa, Marin, and Sonoma). Cooling water system
owners and operators ire also legally liable for using banned product. Tributyltin-
containing additives arc ahazardous waste and must be disposed of as such.
(http ://www. sanj oseca. gov/esd/PDFs/clngtowr.pdf)

Potential sources of tributyltin to the District's treatment plant include illegal cooling
tower additive use and discharge from residential areas, hospitals or other institutions
where tributyltin is used in toilet bowl cleaners, disinfectant and antimicrobial cleaners,
and antibacterial carpet and upholstery shampoos. Central Contra Costa Sanitary District
has developed an informational fact sheet about tributyltin designed to educate residents
about household products containing tributyltin and how to avoid them.

The District's pollution prevention program has not targeted activities for controlling
tributyltin sources in the past because tributyltin has not been previously identified as a
pollutant of concern. Future pollution prevention activities are listed in Table 2, and
include a source identification study and outreach. Brochures similar to the fact sheet
developed by Central Contra Costa Sanitary District could be distributed to residents and
at hospitals.
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Table 2. Pollution Prevention Schedule

Pollution Prevention Activity Completion Date

Source identification, including evaluation of medical December 2005
facilities and businesses with cooline towers.

Outreach to educate medical facilities and Significant December 2006
Industrial Users about alternatives to tributvltin-
containing products.

Outreach to other potential sources discovered December 2007
through the source identification.

Summary

Based upon the above analysis, the District concludes that it is infeasible to meet the final
dry weather effluent limitations for tributyltin proposed in the permit amendment.
Furthermore, as the main source of tributyltin to the treatment plant has already been
made illegal, it may remain infeasible to meet these limits within a five-year time
schedule. However, the District will develop pollution prevention activities to implement
as described in this plan.
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NPDES PermitNo. CA 0037575
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TECHNICAL REPORT
STATE WATER RESOURCES CONTROL BOARD

DTVISION OF WATER QUALITY

PETITIONS OF NAPA SANITATION DISTRICT,
BAY AREA DISCHARGERS ASSOCIATION, AND
SAN FRANCISCO BAYKEEPER FOR REVIEW OF

WASTE DISCHARGE REQUIREMENTS ORDER NO. 00-059

0TPDES NO. CA0037s7s) FORNAPA SANITATION DISTRICT,
SAN FRANCISCO BAY REGION

The State Water Resources Control Board's (State Board) Office of Chief Counsel (OCC)
requested that the Division of Water Quality perform a technical review of particular issues

regarding the subject petitions. This technical review was limited to the administrative record
and technical information which is readily available to staff and the general public.

BACKGROUND

The San Francisco Bay Regional Water Quality Control Board (Regional Board) adopted Waste
Discharge Requirements Order No. 00-059 on July 19,2000, authorizing Napa Sanitation
District (District) to discharge wastewater to the Napa River from the Soscol Water Recycling
Facility (facility). The Waste Discharge Requirements are National Pollutant Discharge
Elimination System OfPDES) Permit No. CA0037575 (permit). The discharge was previously
regulated by Waste Discharge Requirements in Order No. 94-037.

The point of discharge is near the Mile 10 marker of the Napa River, measured by run of the
river upstream of the Highway 37 bridge. Below the bridge, the Napa River traverses Mare
Island Strait for approximately four miles before flowing into the east side of San Pablo Bay.
Tidally influenced marshland and mudflats exist in broad wetland areas downstream of the
discharge. A map of the discharge is attached. The map shows that some additional marshland
and a tide gate exists upstream of the discharge.

The facility treats wastewater from the City of Napa and adjacent unincorporated areas, serving a

population of about 70,000 people, and wastewater from the City of American Canyon, serving a

population of about 8,000 people (based on the application for the permit). At the time the
permit was adopted, the facility used a secondary and tertiary biological physical chemical
treatment process having a dry weather design capacity of 15.4 million gallons per day (mgd).
The facility consisted of four waste stabilization ponds in a series (totaling 340 acres), followed
by the addition of polymer coagulants, sedimentation, filtration, chlorination, and dechlorination.
An expansion to the facility using an activated sludge process was under construction at the time
of permit issuance. The expansion was due to be completed in March200l; therefore, it is
assumed to be on line at this time. The permit application is unclear in defining the design flows
of the expansion project. However, a 1993 expansion report (in Tab 7D of the administrative
record) indicates the expansion would be designed for 11.8 mgd average flow, supplemented by
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5 mgd of wastewater from the stabilization ponds, totaling 16.8 mgd average flow to be

discharged to the Napa River. Maximum daily discharge during the wet season was not firmly
defined in the expansion report. However, the chlorination capacity for discharge to the river
will be 17.5 mgd average daily flow for peak wet weather months. In recent history of the
discharge from 1997 through 1999 (see fact sheet page 25), the maximum monthly discharge to
the Napa River was22.29 mgd (February 1998).

By January 2002, permit findings indicate that the City of American Canyon will have
completed its own wastewater treatment facility and would no longer discharge its wastewater to
the District's facility. Permit requirements for interim mass limitations have been developed in
anticipation of that change.

During the dry season from May 1 to October 31, discharge is prohibited except when
emergency discharges are authorizedby the Executive Officer of the Regional Board. During
the dry season wastewater is either stored in the stabilization ponds or treated and beneficially
reclaimed for irrigation. During the wet season from November 1 to April 30, discharge to the

Napa River is authorized. During the wet season wastewater stored in the stabilization ponds is
either blended with wastewater treated by the expansion facility for discharge to the Napa River,
or it is reclaimed for irrigation. However, the stabilizationponds can be used to temporarily
store peak wet weather inflow that exceeds capacity of the expansion facility. The permit
authorizes discharge during the wet season with effluent limitations based on a minimum initial
dilution of 10:1 for treated effluent. Emergency discharges during the dry season are permitted
with effluent limitations assuming no available dilution.

The Napa River is on the Clean Water Act (CWA) Section 303(d) list and is identified with
impairments due to nutrients, pathogens, and sedimentatior/siltation. The Napa River is not
listed as impaired by any pollutant of significant issue in the subject petitions. San Pablo Bay is
303(d)-listed for chlordane, copper, DDT, diazinon, dieldrin, 17 congeners of dioxin/furan
compounds, exotic species, mercury, nickel, PCBs, PCBs (dioxin like), and selenium.

TECHNICAL ISSUES

In requesting assistance for analysis of concerns raised by petitioners, OCC has identified
technical issues for review in the following areas:

District and Bay Area Dischargers Association Petitions

1. Mercury and dioxin interim mass limits
2. Interim, concentration-based copper limits
3. Interim, concentration-based mercury limits
4. Interim, concentration-based cyanide limit
5. Percent removal of BOD and TSS
6. Year-round sampling requirement
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San Francisco BayKeeper petition

7. Reduced mass limits to offset American Canyon treatment plant flows
8. Reasonable potential for diazinon and selenium

BASIC REASONABLE POTENTIAL ANALYSIS

In order to address more detailed technical issues, it is beneficial to first address "reasonable
potential" for pollutants in a straightforward manner. Five specific pollutants have been

reviewed in this report to determine if the District's discharge may be at a level which will cause,

have the reasonable potential to cause, or contribute to an excursion above any State water
quality standard. The pollutants reviewed are mercury, 2,3,7,8-TCDD (dioxin), copper, cyanide,
and selenium. This report has reviewed such "reasonable potential analysis" by methods
described in the State Board's Policy for Implementation of Toxics Standards for Inland Surface

Waters, Enclosed Bays, and Estuaries of California (Policy). The Policy's method for reasonable
potential analysis relies on applicable criteria from the California Toxics Rule (CTR), the
National Toxics Rule (NTR), and water quality objectives from the Water Quality Control Plan
for the San Francisco Bay Basin, J:urire 21,1995 (Basin Plan). The CTR at times makes
references to the Regional Board's Basin Plan of 1986 (1986 Basin Plan).

Neither raw laboratory data nor Annual Reports from the self-monitoring program was included
in the administrative record. However, monitoring data is presented on analysis sheets

throughout the administrative record, and they have been relied on in this analysis as being
accurate unless inconsistencies have been noted to exist. In certain instances described herein,
clarification of actual values from raw laboratory data is desirable. Datathat is readily available
to staff and the public from the intemet has also been used, including data from the Regional
Monitoring Program (RMP) from the San Francisco Estuary Institute and gage station
information for the Napa River by the U.S. Geological Survey (USGS). The initial steps in
reviewing the reasonable potential determinations made by the Regional Board are based on a
review of beneficial uses of the receiving waters and selection of applicable criteria and

objectives that protect such beneficial uses. Selection of applicable aquatic life criteria is based

on determinations made from salinitv data and for certain metals. ambient hardness data.

Beneficial Uses of the Receiving Waters:

The Basin Plan identifies the Napa River on Figure 2-8 within the San Pablo Basin. The lower
portions of streams, such as the Napa River, are estuarine waters and as such are considered part
of the San Francisco Bay Estuary (see Basin Plan p. 2-5). A significant sub-watershed boundary
appearing on Figure 2-8 corresponds well with the "General Locations of Wetlands" shown on
Figure 2-11 of the Basin Plan. The District's discharge to the Napa River is within the upper
reaches of the wetlands identified by these figures. Table 2-6, associated with Figure 2-8,
identifies existing beneficial uses of the Napa River as: agricultural supply (AGR), cold
freshwater habitat (COLD), fish migration (MIGR), municipal and domestic supply (MtlN),
navigation (NAV), preservation of rare and endangered species (RARE), water contact
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recreation (REC-l), non-contact water recreation (REC-2), fish spawning (SPWN), warm
freshwater habitat (WARM), and wildlife habitat (WILD). Finding 23 of the permit identified all
of the above beneficial uses as applicable to the receiving water, with the exception of the MUN
designation. This reasonable potential analysis, therefore, considers criteria promulgated by the

United States Environmental Protection Agency (U.S. EPA) in the CTR that are protective of
human health for the consumption of organisms only (rather than consumption of water and

organisms).

Salinity Delineation for Aquatic Life Criteria and Objectives

The CTR (and NTR under similar applicable regulations) delineates applicability of freshwater
or saltwater aquatic life criteria in the matrix of 40 CFR 131.38(b)(1), hereafter referenced as the
"CTR table". The salinity delineation for criteria in the matrix of the CTR table is prescribed by
40 CFR 131.3S(c)(3). For waters in which the salinity is equal to or less than 1 part per thousand
(ppt) 95% or more of the time, the applicable criteria are the freshwater criteria in Column B of
the CTR table. For waters in which the salinity is equal to or greater than 10 ppt 95 percent of
the time, the applicable criteria are the saltwater criteria in Column C, except for selenium in the
San Francisco Bay Estuary where the applicable criteria are the freshwater criteria in Column B.
For waters in which the salinity is between I and 10 ppt, the applicable criteria are the more
stringent of the freshwater or saltwater criteria.

The Basin Plan delineates applicability of freshwater or saltwater (marine) water quality
objectives for the protection of aquatic life under a different threshold. Since Basin Plan
objectives are not "criteria in the matrix" of the CTR table, the CTR's salinity delineation does

not apply to the selection of applicable Basin Plan objectives. By the Basin Plan, freshwater
effluent limitations shall apply to discharges to waters both outside the zone of tidal influence
and with salinity lower than 5 ppt at least 75 percent of the time in a normal water year. Marine
effluent limitations shall apply to discharges to waters with salinity greater than 5 ppt at least

75 percent of the time in a normal water year. For discharges to waters with salinity in between
these two categories or to tidally influenced fresh waters that support estuarine beneficial uses,

effluent limitations shall be the lower of the marine or freshwater effluent limitation, based on
ambient hardness, for each substance.

The salinity estimates in the following tables were presented in a draft assessment of fresh and
marine water effluent limitations found in Tab 6C of the administrative record. The source of
the information was from salinity estimates by Larry Walker Associates (LWA) taken at the
location of the discharge and from the RMP taken at the Napa River Station BD-50 within Mare
Island Shait.



DATE SALINITY (ppt) DATE SALINITY (ppt)
Jan-98 0.1686 2/13/96 1.8

Feb-98 0.t434 4t23/96 3.78

Mar-98 0.2292 7124196 12.12

Apr-98 0.177 U28/97 0.00096
May-98 0.27t8 4/22t97 0.135
Jun-98 r.782 8/5/97 0.156
Nov-98 10.908 213198 r.002
Dec-98 0.5832 4trst98 r.662
Jan-99 2.9r6 7128198 7.86
Feb-99 0.3552
Apr-99 0.258

LWA RESULTS RMP RESULTS

The following analysis describes the percent of time that a salinity estimate was above or below
the referenced salinity threshold based on sampling events. The wet season of discharge is from
November 1 through April30.

The salinity data was not greater than 10 ppt or less than 1 ppt more than 95 percent of the time
regardless of sampling location. Therefore, to the extent that CTR aquatic life criteria apply, the
more stringent of freshwater or saltwater criteria apply from Columns B or C of the CTR table.

The salinity data was less than 5 ppt more than75 percent of the time at both sampling locations.
Based upon the Basin Plan salinity threshold, freshwater objectives would be the regulatory basis
for permitting. The sampling events taken by LWA included three wet season months from 1999
(January, February, and April) and did not include four dry season months from 1998 (July,
August, September, and October). Sampling events taken for the RMP were performed in six
wet season months and three dry season months. Additional information in the Regional Board's
draft analysis indicated that many of the sampling events were taken in wetter than normal
precipitation conditions, yielding results that were inconclusive. The receiving water is tidally
influenced, and it supports estuarine beneficial uses. Therefore, to the extent that Basin Plan
aquatic life objectives from Tables 3-3 and 3-4 apply, effluent limitations are more appropriately
developed from the more stringent of the marine or freshwater objectives.

Threshold Reference I,WA RESULTS
ALL YEAR WET SEASON
(11 SAMPLES) (9 SAMPLES)

RMP RESULTS
ALL YEAR WET SEASON
(9 SAMPLES) (6 SAMPLES)

<l ppt CTR 73% 78% 33% 33%
<5 ppt Basin Plan 9r% 89% 78% 100%
>5 ppt Basin Plan 9% Lr% 22% 0%
>10 oot CTR 9% LL% rr% 0%



Applicable Criteria for Mercury

The CTR has reserved promulgation of aquatic life criteria for mercury in the CTR with an

exception by footnote 'b" to the CTR table. Footnote "b" indicates that Tables m-24 and III-2B
of the 1986 Basin Plan continue to apply to waters subject to them. Tables m-2A and Itr-2B are

applied for the protection of aquatic life on the basis of location of the receiving waters, either
downstream of CarquinezStrait (Table In-2A) or upstream of San Pablo Bay (Table m-zB),
without particular consideration to salinity characteristics. Water quality objectives in
Table m-2A are based on U.S. EPA Ambient Water Quality Criteria for saltwater with
qualification that U.S. EPA freshwater criteria can be applied seasonally, where appropriate.
Water quality objectives in Table m-2B are based on U.S. EPA Ambient Water Quality Criteria
for freshwater. The Napa River is an estuarine surface water upstream of San Pablo Bay.
Accordingly, Table m-2B objectives are applicable by reference from footnote "b" of the CTR
table. Table m-2B cites an objective of 0.025 ugll as a 4-day average and2.4 ugll as a l-hour
average. The objective of 0.025 ug/l is the most stringent of these two objectives and it is
footnoted with additional information (footnote'J") describing that U.S. EPA's criteria for
mercury is 0.012 ug/l which is below the level of detection of 0.025 ugll. The footnote further
describes that an objective of 0.012 ug/l is desirable, but attainment can only be determined at

the level of detection. Finding 45.a of the permit provides additional information that the
freshwater criterion of 0.012 ug/l is referenced by U.S. EPA's Ambient Water Quality Criteria
(Gold Book). The final residual value of 0.012 ug/l is derived from a bioconcentration factor of
81,700 for methyl-mercury with the fathead minnow assuming that essentially all discharged
mercury is methyl-mercury. The saltwater criterion of 0.025 ugll was similarly derived using the
bioconcentration factor of 40,000 obtained for methyl-mercury with the Eastern oyster.
Accordingly,0.0l2 ug/l is a "desirable" objective, but 0.025 ugll is the most stringent applicable
objective from Table m-2B.

Basin Plan Tables 3-3 and 3-4 reflect the same water quality objectives as Tables In-2A and
m-28, respectively, of the 1986 Basin Plan. In the Basin Plan, salinity delineation is made

based on the 5 ppt threshold. Basin Plan Tables 3-3 and 3-4 both cite asimilar most stringent
objective of0.025 ugll as a4-day average. Tables 3-3 and 3-4 also cite l-hour average
objectives of 2.I ug/l and 2.4 ugll,respectively, for saltwater and freshwater. The 0.025 ug/l
objective from Table 3-4 is footnoted (footnote "i") exactly the same as the objective from Table
m-28, referencing 0.012 ug/l as a desirable objective. However, 0.025 ugll is the most stringent
applicable objective from Tables 3-3 and 3-4 of the Basin Plan.

The most stringent applicable water quality objective for mercury is 0.025 ugll as a 4.day
average for purposes of reasonable potential analysis under the Policy. However, 0.012 ugll as a

desirable objective may be reviewed with other information to determine if a water quality-based
effluent limitation is required to protect beneficial uses.
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App licable Criteria for 2,3,7,8 -TCDD (Dioxin)

The CTR table cites an applicable criterion of I.4 EE-08 ugil for 2,3,7,8-tetrachlorodibenzo-p-
dioxin (2,3,7,8-TCDD) from Column D2 for the protection of human health based on the
consumption of organisms only. Column D2 citeiais applicable on the basis of 40 CFR
131.38(dx2)(ii) for enclosed bays and estuaries that are waters of the United States that do not
include the MUN designation. Neither the CTR nor Basin Plan cites water quality criteria or
objectives for the protection of aquatic life for 2,3,7,8-TCDD. There are no water quality criteria
or objectives for the 16 other congeners of 2,3,7,8-TCDD and2,3,7,8-TCDF described in section
3 of the Policy. Nor has the State or Regional Board adopted methodology to regulate those

congeners by means of Toxic Equivalency Factors (TEFs) for inland surface waters or enclosed
bays and estuaries. They are regulated in the Ocean Plan using the TEF approach. At this time,
the Policy requires that monitoring and reporting requirements shall be implemented for the 16

other congeners, including reporting in terms of TEFs.

Applicable Criteria for Copper

The CTR has promulgated aquatic life criteria for dissolved copper in freshwater and saltwater
with an exception by footnote "b" to the CTR table. The copper aquatic life objectives in Table
m-2r_ are based on U.S. EPA 1984 Ambient Water Quality Criteria for freshwater. Table m-28
objectives are 6.5 ug/l (4-day average) and9.2 ugll (1-hour average) of total recoverable copper.

The saltwater criteria from the CTR table, Column C are 3.1 ug/l (4-day average) and 4.8 ug/l
(short period average) as dissolved copper. These saltwater criteria can be translated for
comparison purposes to 3.7 lg/l and 5.8 ug/l, respectively, as total recoverable copper after
applyng a conversion factor of 0.83 from Table 2to 40 CFR 131.38(bX2). These CTR values
were developed from studies in New York Harbor and San Francisco Bay (see CTR Preamble,
section F.(d.), FR31691). There is no evidence in the record indicating that a translator or site-
specific objective (e.g., water effect ratio) has been developed for the Napa River at the
discharge.

Basin Plan Table 3-4 freshwater objectives speciff the same objectives as Table IJI-ZB., based on
a hardness of 50 mgll as calcium carbonate referenced in footnote "9" to Table 3-4.
The administrative record does not include information on the hardness of the Napa River.
However, USGS station information (readily available from the Internet) for the Napa River at
Oak Knoll Road (11 miles upstream) indicates that of 99 samples taken from 1970 to 1985, only
three samples were slightly below 50 mgll hardness. The Napa River should be expected to be
of even higher hardness in the estuarine area of the discharge. Accordingly, 50 mgll is an
appropriate lower threshold of hardness, yielding Basin Plan objectives no more stringent than
Table m-28 from the 1986 Basin Plan. Basin Plan Table 3-3 references footnote "f'which
mentions a U.S. EPA criterion of 2.9 ug/l as a l-hour average and the development of 4.9 ugll as

a site-specific objective, then under review by U.S. EPA. Footnote"f'does not indicate that the
U.S. EPA criterion of 2.9 ug/l or site-specific objective of 4.9 ugil is applicable. Therefore, no
saltwater objectives are applicable from Basin Plan Table 3-3.
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Basin Plan Table 3-6 specifies objectives for the protection of agricultural uses beginning at a

threshold of 200 ug/l to limits of 500 ugll for livestock and an upper limit of 5,000 ug/I.

The most stringent criteria or objectives for copper are saltwater criteria from the CTR table,
Column C. Accordingly, 3.1 ugll as a 4-day average of dissolved copper (or 3.7 ugll as a 4-day
average of total recoverable copper) is the most stringent applicable criterion for purposes of
reasonable potential analysis under the Policy.

Applicable Criteria for Cyanide

The CTR has promulgated aquatic life criteria for cyanide in freshwater and saltwater with an

exception by footnote "b" to the CTR table. The cyanide criteria in Table IJJ-ZH- are based on
U.S. EPA 1984 Ambient Water Quality Criteria for freshwater. Table IJJ-28 objectives are 5.2

ug/l(4-day average) and22 ugll(l-hour average) of cyanide.

The freshwater criteria from the CTR table, Column B for cyanide are 5.2 ugfl (4-day average)

and22 ugll (short period average). These criteria were promulgated in the NTR for certain water
bodies including the San Francisco Bay estuary.

The saltwater criteria from the CTR table Column C for cyanide are I ug/l (both as a4-day
average and short period average). These criteria were promulgated in the NTR for certunwater
bodies including the San Francisco Bay estuary.

Basin Plan objectives from Table 3-4 for cyanide reflect the 1986 Basin Plan objectives from
TableItr-2B of 5.2ugll(4-dayaverage) and22ugll(1-houraverage). ABasinPlanobjective
from Table 3-3 is more stringent than Table 3-4 at 5.0 ugll (l-hour average).

The most stringent applicable water quality criteria for cyanide arc | ugll (4-day average and

short period average) for purposes of reasonable potential analysis under the Policy.

Applicable Criteria for Selenium

The CTR has promulgated aquatic life criteria for selenium in freshwater and saltwater with an

exception by footnote "b" to the CTR table. TableIIJ-28 references footnote "g" which
mentions that U.S. EPA was expected to promulgate final selenium criteria and that the Regional
Board recommended that the State Board should develop criteria for the BaylDelta estuary that
account for bioacclumulation. Footnote "g" does not reference any applicable criteria for
selenium. Therefore, no objectives are applicable from Basin Plan Table m-zF}.

With respect to freshwater or saltwater aquatic life criteria from the CTR table,
40 CFR 131.38(c)(3)(ii) requires that Column B freshwater criteria for selenium applyto the San

Francisco Bay Estuary. Accordingly, footnote "q" indicates that a criterion of 5 ugll (4-day
average) as total recoverable selenium was promulgated for specific waters by the NTR,
including San Francisco Bay upstream to and including Suisun Bay and the Sacramento-San
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Joaquin Delta. Additionally, footnote "p" indicates that a criterion of 20 ug/l (short period
average) as total recoverable selenium was promulgated for specific waters by the NTR,
including these same waters of San Francisco Bay. The Estuary is considered here to be

included in U.S. EPA's reference to waters of San Francisco Bay because footnote "r" provides

such clarification to a similar referral of cyanide criteria that were promulgated by the NTR.

With respect to criteriathat are protective of human health for the consumption of organisms,
footnote "nn' in Column D2 of the CTR table states that U.S. EPA is not promulgatinghuman
health criteria for selenium. Instead, footnote "n" recommends that selenium should be

addressed in permit actions using the State's existing narrative criteria for toxic pollutants.

Basin Plan Table 3-6 specifies objectives for the protection of agricultural uses ranging from a

limit of 20 ug/lto an upper limit of 50 ugll based on livestock use.

The most stringent applicable water quality objective for selenium is 5 ugll (4-day average) for
purposes of reasonable potential analysis under the Policy.

General Reasonable Potential Analysis

The Policy is used to determine reasonable potential generally by two mathematical tests using
applicable criteria/objectives and by consideration of other factors. In the first of two tests, the
maximum effluent concentration (MEC) is compared to applicable criteria/objectives. In this
test, appropriate adjustments are made to compare the MEC to criteria/objectives in like form
(i.e., total recoverable or dissolved metal). If the MEC equals or exceeds the citeia/objectives,
reasonable potential is established by this first test. In the second test, the ambient background
concentration (B) is compared to applicable criteria/objectives. Similar to the first test,
appropriate adjustments are made to make comparisons in like form (i.e., total recoverable or
dissolved metal). If B equals or exceeds the criteria/objectives, reasonable potential is

established by this second test. In the case of this permit, no ambient background data was

available to perform analysis under this second test at the time of permit issuance. The provision
to reopen the permit (Provision 22) is appropriate if reasonable potential is established after
ambient background data becomes available to complete this aspect of the analysis. Discussions
regarding the basic reasonable potential analysis of the first test follow for mercury,2,3,7,8-
TCDD, copper, cyanide, and selenium.

A third more discretionary test establishes reasonable potential if other information is available
to determine that a water quality-based effluent limitation is required to protect beneficial uses.

Information that may be used includes: the facility type, discharge t1pe, solids loading analysis,
lack of dilution, history of compliance problems, potential toxic impact of discharge, fish tissue
residue data,water quality and beneficial uses of the receiving water, CWA Section 303(d)
listing for the pollutant, the presence of endangered or threatened species or critical habitat, and

other information.



10

Basic Reasonable Potential Analysis for Mercury

The most stringent applicable water quality objective for mercury is 0.025 ugll as a 4-day
averuge. However, 0.012 ug/l is a desirable objective, and it maybe reviewed with other
information to determine if a water quality-based effluent limitation is required to protect
beneficial uses. This objective is from the Basin Plan Tables 3-3 and 3-4 and is referenced by
the CTR to Table Itr-2B of the 1986 Basin Plan.

The MEC for mercury is 0.01 ugll using Policy methodology based on data in the fact sheet
(page 26 of 44). This MEC is established by only one sample with a detectable concentration out
of 2l total samples taken from January 1997 tl:r.oqgh December 1999. The other samples having
no detectable concentrations range from <0.01 to <0.1 ug/I. The upper range is questionable
because it conflicts with other values from draft data sheets in Tab 6B of the administrative
record for December 1997. This is of inconsequence for reasonable potential analysis, which
relies on the sample with a detected concentration, but is significant to the development of
interim mass limits to be further discussed.

No conversion factors are applicable from 40 CFR 131.38(bX2) for mercury. The mercury MEC
is compared in the total recoverable form to the most stringent applicable criteria/objective.
Accordingly, under the first test for reasonable potential, the MEC of 0.01 ugll is less than the
applicable objective of 0.025 ugll. Likewise, the MEC of 0.01 ugll is less than a desirable
objective of 0.012 ug/I. Accordingly, the first test has not established reasonable potential for
mercury. The second test cannot be evaluated until ambient background concentration data is
obtained. Efforts should be underway by the Regional Board to require dischargers to collect
appropriate data as required by the Policy.

Basic Reasonable Potential Analysis for 2,3,7,8-TCDD

The applicable criterion for reasonable potential analysis of 2,3,7,8-tetrachlorodibenzo-p-dioxin
(2,3,7,8-TCDD) is 1.4 EE-08 ugll from column D2 of the CTR table for the protection of human
health (based on the consumption of organisms only).

Determination of the MEC for 2,3,7,8-TCDD may require confirmation of applicable monitoring
data because there is conflicting data within the administrative record. The fact sheet for the
permit (page 30 of 44) displays six values for 2,3,7,8-TCDD for March and December in each of
the years 1997 through1999. The fact sheet information should reflect Annual Reports (which
were not submitted with the administrative record). The MEC for 2,3,'/,8-TCDD is
2.68E-06 ug/l based on the fact sheet data. This is one of two samples shown with a detectable
concentration out of six total samples. The other samples having no detectable concentrations
range from <1.9 EE-06 to <2.6 EE-06 ug/l. If the fact sheet accurately reflects Annual Reports
and data reported by the laboratory, the MEC of 2.6 EE-06 ug/l is greater than the applicable
criterion of 1.4 EE-08 ug/I. Accordingly, the first test of the Policy would establish reasonable
potential for 2,3,7,8-TCDD if the fact sheet data is accurate.
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However, a memorandum from the District to the Regional Board dated March 27,2000 (located

in Tab 6.{ of the administrative record) transmitted sample data for 2,3,7,8-TCDD and TCDD
equivalents. The sample data in the memorandum differs entirely from all six values shown in
the fact sheet. The memorandum states that the results are submitted "exactly as the commercial
laboratory reported to the District". Since these results are apparently based on a special inquiry
of the facts to clariff the data, they seem to be the applicable effluent data for reasonable
potential analysis. All six samples on the memorandum are reported without detectable
concentrations, ranging from <1.2 to <4.I pg/|. By the Policy, the MEC would be the lowest of
those values, equal to 1.2 pgll (1.2 EE-06 ugll). On this basis, since 2,3,7,8-TCDD was not
detected in any of the effluent samples and all of the reported detection limits are greater than the

applicable criterion of 1.4 EE-08 ugll, reasonable potential is not established by the first test in
the Policy. The second test cannot be evaluated until ambient background concentration data is
obtained. If analysis for the second test eventually establishes reasonable potential, water
quality-based effluent limitations will be required. However, at this time the results of the
analysis for the first test require the Regional Board to establish interim requirements in
accordance with section2.2.2 of the Policy, which requires additional monitoring for 2,3,7,8-
TCDD in place of a water quality-based effluent limitation. Section 1.3 of the Policy requires
this when all reported detection limits of the pollutant in the effluent are greater than the most
stringent applicable criterion/obj ective.

Basic Reasonable Potential Analysis for Copper

The most stringent applicable criteria for reasonable potential analysis of copper is 3.1 ugll as

dissolved copper or 3.7 ug/l as total recoverable copper after applying the appropriate conversion
factor. This applicable criterion is from Column C2 of the CTR table for protection of aquatic
life in saltwater.

The MEC for total recoverable copper is 5 ugll using Policy methodology based on data in the
fact sheet (page 26 of 44). The record does not indicate that any metals were monitored in the
dissolved form. This value is from one of only two samples with a detectable concentration out
of 2l total samples from January 1997 tfuough December 1999. The other samples having no
detectable concentrations range from <2 to <4 ugll. However, it is important to note that there

are differences between data displayed on the fact sheet for December 1997 and January 1998

and other data sheets in Tab 68 of the administrative record. One of the data sheets in Tab 6B
(marked H:/A{SD/RPA/Sheetl Metals) shows all values for copper without detectable
concentrations. If that data sheet is correct, the MEC would be the lowest detection limit, or 2
ug/I, and the first test would not establish reasonable potential. However, the assumption used
here is that the fact sheet is accurate and that the January 1998 sample was 5 ugll as a detectable
concentration of total recoverable copper to establish the MEC.

The Policy requires that the MEC in total recoverable form be adjusted to dissolved form and

then compared to dissolved criteria. A mathematically equivalent method is to compare the
MEC in total recoverable form with applicable criteria adjusted to the total recoverable form by
the appropriate conversion factor from 40 CFR 131.3S(b)(2). Lr this case, the MEC of 5 ugll
total recoverable copper is greater than the most stringent applicable criteria of 3.7 ug/l as total
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recoverable copper. Accordingly, the first test establishes reasonable potential for copper and

water quality-based effluent limitations must be developed.

Basic Reasonable Potential Analysis for Cyanide

The most stringent applicable water quality criteria for reasonable potential analysis of cyanide
are I ugll as both a 4-day average and short period average. This applicable criteria is from
Column C of the CTR table for protection of aquatic life in saltwater and was promulgated in the

NTR for certain water bodies including the San Francisco Bay estuary.

The MEC for cyanide is 2 ug/lusing Policy methodology based on data in the fact sheet (page 28

of 44). A11 samples for cyanide have no detectable concentrations, ranging from <2 to <3.4 ugll.
The MEC of 2ugll is greater than the applicable criteria of 1 ugll. Since cyanide was not
detected in any of the effluent samples and all of the reported detection limits are gteater than the

applicable criterion of 1 ugll, reasonable potential is not established by the first test in the Policy,
The second test cannot be evaluated until ambient background concentration data is obtained. If
analysis for the second test eventually establishes reasonable potential, water quality-based
effluent limitations will be required. However, at this time the results of the analysis for the first
test require the Regional Board to establish interim requirements in accordance with section
2.2.2 of the Policy, which requires additional monitoring for cyanide in place of a water quality-
based effluent limitation. Section 1.3 of the Policy requires this when all reported detection
limits of the pollutant in the effluent arc greater than the most stringent applicable
criteriorVobjective.

Basic Reasonable Potential Analysis for Selenium

The most stringent applicable water quality criterion for reasonable potential analysis of
selenium is 5 ugll as a 4-day average. This applicable criterion is from Column 82 of the CTR
table for protection of aquatic life in freshwater and was promulgated in the NTR for certain
water bodies including the San Francisco Bay estuary

The MEC fo, ."t"rrirrl is 1 ug/l using Policy methodology based on data in the fact sheet (page

28 of 44). All samples for selenium in the effluent had no detectable concentrations, ranging
from <1 to <1.2 ug/I. No conversion factors are applicable from 40 CFR 131.38(b)(2) for
selenium freshwater criteria. The selenium MEC is compared in the total recoverable form to the
most stringent applicable criterion. The MEC of 1 ug/l is less than the applicable criterion of
5 ug/I. Accordingly, the first test has not established reasonable potential for selenium. The
second test cannot be evaluated until ambient backeround concentration data is obtained.
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ANALYSIS OF TECHMCAL ISSUES

In requesting assistance for analysis of concerns raised by petitioners, OCC has identified
specific technical issues for review (printed in italics). The Division of Water Quality's analysis

immediately follows each issue.

District and Bay Area Dischargers Association Petitions

1. Mercury and dioxin interim mass limits:

a. The Regional Board limited mercury and dioxin based on the narrative toxicity objective in its
Basin Plan. The Regional Board's response to the petitions indicates that there are no relevant
ambient background datafor mercury and dioxin. In addition, these pollutants are not identified
on the Clean Water Act 303(d) list as impairing the Napa River. It appears that the Regional
Board concluded that the river lacked assimilative capacity based on thefact thot the river is

tributary to San Pablo Bay which is impaired for the pollutants of concern. Analyze whether the

Regional Board's conclusions regarding assimilative capacity for mercury and dioxin are
technically justified.

Assimilative capacity generally means the ability of a receiving water to mix with (dilute) a mass

load rate from a pollutant source (e.g., point source discharge) and result in a water column
concentration that does not exceed applicable criteria/objectives. Assimilative capacity will not
exist if the ambient background concentration, before mixing with a point source discharge,
exceeds applicable criteria/objectives. Ambient background concentration from a data set is
determined by the State Board's Policy. State Board Order WQ 2001-06 (petitions of Tosco
Corporation, et al.) held that a Regional Board cannot rely solely on a CWA Section 303(d)
listing as the basis for concluding that a receiving water lacks assimilative capacity for an

impairing pollutant. Likewise, assimilative capacity does not necessarily exist for a pollutant if it
is not 303(d)-listed, and the Regional Board is under no obligation to grant a dilution credit for
any or all pollutants. Rather, the Regional Board must base assimilative capacity determinations
on the relevant water quality-related data. In the matter of Tosco, the subject discharges were
within 303(d)-listed water bodies. Accordingly, determinations can be made that assimilative
capacity may exist locally to a discharge within a listed water body. The listing itself does not
account for local variations within the listed segment, seasonal variations, or improved
conditions of the water body since the time it was listed. It follows all the more that such

assimilative capacity determinations can be made in unlisted water bodies that are tributary to a
listed water body.

In the case.of the District's permit, the point of discharge is approximately 14-miles upstream
and remote from the 303(d)-listed waterbody (San Pablo Bay). Assimilative capacity at the
point of discharge in the Napa River can only be determined after ambient background
concentration data is submitted in response to a request for the data from the Regional Board.
Such a request is authorized by the State Board's Policy. Pursuant to Finding 42.c of the permit,
Provision 22 provides the opportunity to reopen the permit in the event additional reasonable
potential is demonstrated by future analysis of information gained by ambient background
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concentration data. Therefore, the Regional Board conclusions are not justified with regard to
assimilative capacity at the point of discharge. Additional discussion to this issue follows in
response to other questions.

b. Does the administrative record include data on thefate and transport of pollutants discharged
by the District and their impact on San Pablo Bay water quality?

The administrative record does not provide an account of the fate and transport of pollutants
discharged by the District. The record itself is limited to the description of the nature and

characteristics of the discharge and effluent water quality data. As previously mentioned,
ambient background data for the Napa River at the discharge is not contained in the
admini strative record.

Some considerations can be given to the relative quality of existing effluent data. For mercury,
all effluent samples were reported with method detection limits below the water quality objective
of 0.025 ugll, andthe majority of samples were reported with method detection limits below the
"desirable" Gold Book Objective of 0.012 ugll. The MEC determined by State Board Policy
methods was 0.01 ug/l from the only sample with a detectable concentration. As previously
discussed, both objectives were developed from bioconcentration factors in aquatic life;
therefore, there is a relationship between toxicity in fish tissue and protective objectives for the
water column.

For mercury, if ambient background concentration data from the Napa River show that
assimilative capacity exists at the discharge, the resultant mix with the discharge will be at levels
not exceeding applicable criteria. However, historical performance must be maintained by the
facility expansion without backsliding. If ambient background concentrations show that
assimilative capacity does not exist, then water quality-based effluent limitations would be

required by the State Board Policy and no dilution credit for mercury limitations would be
provided. In the latter case, end-of-pipe effluent limitations would contribute to achievement of
water quality standards in the Napa River at the point of discharge. In either case, the effect of a
discharge consistently at levels below applicable citeia/objectives may improve the water
column concentration of downstream receiving waters when they are at levels above applicable
criteria/objectives. The discharge, even though it may carry an incidental load, may provide
some dilution to the water column of San Pablo Bay, depending on relative concentrations. As
decided in the matter of Tosco, a discharge having "no net load" is desirable, but it is not an
absolute requirement.

Four dioxin/furan congeners were detected in some samples of the effluent. Clarification should
be made from laboratory data if a fifth congener (1,2,3,7,8-PeCDD) was detected in the sample
collected on March 17, 1988. The Regional Board evaluated these congeners by applyng TEFs,
although no promulgated criteria are applicable at this time. The dioxin congener 2,3,7,8-TCDD
has applicable CTR criteria and it is important that confirmation be provided that all samples
were at less than detectable levels as shown in the District's memorandum dated March27,
2000. However, it is not possible to make further evaluations of the effects of 2,3,7,8-TCDD on
San Pablo Bay from the discharge using the administrative record alone because the method
detection limits were much higher than applicable criteria.
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c. Are there Regional Monitoring Program (RMP) stations at the Napa River mouth, and if so,

do the data show impairment due to mercury and dioxins?

Information from the RMP is not included in the administrative record. The San Francisco
Estuary Institute (SFEI) manages the RMP. Data collected under the RMP by SFEI is normally
available to Regional Board staff and the general public from the Intemet. However, RMP data
has not been recently available through Internet access. Accordingly, information for this report
is limited to the hard copy of the 1997 Annual Report on file at the State Board.

There are RMP stations in the upper reaches of San Pablo Bay near Davis Point (Station BD40)
and in the lower segment of the Napa River where it traverses Mare Island Strait (Station BD50).
The District's discharge is about 14 miles upstream of the mouth of the Napa River at San Pablo
Bay. Mercury datahas been collected at both stations for the water column, sediment, and by
valve tissue (see Tables 2,3, 12, and 18 attached). Dioxin/furan congener data was not included
in the 1997 Annual Report.

Table 3 of the 1997 Anrnal Report indicates that the Napa River (Station BD50) had a relatively
high presence of mercury (0.0708 ug/l) in the water column during January 1997 compared to
other monitoring stations throughout the San Francisco Bay estuary. In comparison, the
applicable water quality objectives arc 0.025 ugll as a 4-day average and either 2.1 ugll or 2.4
ug/l as a l-hour average, depending on salinity determinations in Mare Island Strait. However,
other riverine tributaries to the Bay tended to also be relatively high in the same monitoring
period. Mercury in sediments (Table 12) during the same monitoring period were moderate
compared to other stations. Mercury from bivalve tissue (Table 18) at the Napa Station during
September 1997 was nearly the highest of all stations (0.526 mglkg) during that monitoring
period. It is not possible to determine from the tables if the source of high levels in the water
column or by valve tissue can be attributed to sources upstream from Mare Island Strait. This
information is solely for the purposes of providing a cursory comparison with other Bay
monitoring stations.

d. Analyze whether the District's mercury and dioxin discharges had the "reasonable potential"
to cause or contribute to a water quality standards violation. Specifically for mercury, would the
discharge have reasonable potential if the basin planfreshwater objective of 0.025 ug/l as a 4-
day average was used?

Under the first test of reasonable potential for mercury, the MEC of 0.01 ugll is less than the
applicable objective of 0.025 ug/I. Likewise, the MEC of 0.01 ugll is less than a desirable
objective of 0.012 ugll. Accordingly, the first test has not established reasonable potential for
mercury. The second test cannot be evaluated until ambient background concentration data is
obtained. Efforts should be underway by the Regional Board to require the District to collect
appropriate data as required by the Policy.

Since 2,3,7,8-TCDD was not detected in any of the effluent samples and all of the reported
detection limits are greater than the applicable criterion of 1.4 EE-08 ugll, reasonable potential is
not established by the first test in the Policy. The second test cannot be evaluated until ambient
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background concentration data is obtained. If analysis for the second test eventually establishes

reasonable potential, water quality-based effluent limitations will be required. However, at this
time the results of the analysis for the first test require the Regional Board to establish interim
requirements in accordance with section 2.2.2 of the Policy, which requires additional
monitoring for 2,3,7,8-TCDD in place of a water quality-based effluent limitation. Section 1.3

of the Policy requires this when all reported detection limits of the pollutant in the effluent are

greater than the most stringent applicable criterion/objective.

There is additional discretion for the Regional Board to consider if other factors contribute to a
need for water quality-based effluent limitations. The most considerable factor is San Pablo Bay
being 303(d)-listed for mercury and dioxin/furan congener impairment. As discussed, it appears

the District's discharge may at times provide some dilution to mercury in the water column of
San Pablo Bay if historical performance is maintained (no backsliding). Evidence at hand ftom
effluent concentrations indicate that the discharge has not been at concentrations high enough to
cause or contribute to excursions above applicable water quality objectives in the water column
of San Pablo Bay. The same cannot be verified for dioxin/furan congeners.

The list of other information that the Regional Board may review to determine if reasonable
potential exists (Policy Section 1.3, Step 7) is not limited, and it appears that discretion to weigh
various factors may be liberally construed. Authority seems to exist for the Regional Board to
consider any known information regarding the relative contribution of mercury and dioxin/furan
congener loads from the discharge compared to other known source loads to San Pablo Bay. The
District's discharge is considered a major discharge, and it should have undergone a significant
change in treatment processes due to the 2001 plant expansion. However, the mass flux to San

Pablo Bay due to tidal action and flows from Carquinez Strait should be appreciable. Discretion
should exist for the Regional Board to determine if changes to the District's discharge would be

significant enough to cause any detrimental changes to the greater mass of San Pablo Bay. If the
relative contributions from the discharge are significant and the District is anticipated to receive
a wasteload allocation under any TMDL, ongoing monitoring to accompany any interim effluent
limitations would be beneficial to help establish the allocations. Further, the Policy (Section
2.1.1) suggests that for bioaccumulative priority pollutants for which the receiving water has

been included on the 303(d) list, the Regional Board should consider whether the mass loading
of the bioaccumulative pollutants should be limited to representative, current levels pending
TMDL development.

e. Explain how the interim mass limits were calculated and how those limits compare to curcent
performance. Do the limits allow some increase in mass emissions over current levels?

Interim mass triggers and limit development calculations for mercu ry areshown on fact sheet
pages 42 and 43. Some basic concepts were used in the calculations for mercury. The first
concept is that a mercury mass load rate (e.g., grams/day or kilograms/month) was estimated for
a given monitoring period by multiplying the concentration by the average flow during the
monitoring period and applying appropriate conversion factors. In performing this calculation,
the Regional Board chose to use reported detection limits (occurring in20 of 2l samples) to
represent the concentration whenever there was no detectable concentration. Accordingly, the
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primary concem in San Pablo Bay. However, copper is not identified as being bioaccumulative
and concentration limitations are the appropriate means to satisff standards that are based on

shorter exposures. The data sheets indicate that only one detectable concentration of copper
from2L samples exceeded the applicable criteria. The majority of other samples were at less

than detectable concentrations and below applicable criteria. Accordingly, loads associated with
such effluent are of little consequence at those times and the effluent may actually help to dilute
any receiving water that is above applicable criteria.

8. Reasonable potential for diazinon and selenium:

a. Did the Regional Board conectly determine that there was no reasonable potentialfor
diazinon and selenium?

BayKeeper claims that diazinon and chlorpyrifos were detected in all nine of nine participating
Bay areapublicly owned treatment works. This information lacks credible evidence to
substantiate that reasonable potential exists for these constituents in the District's discharge.
BayKeeper has not described the nature and merits of the study, the extent of the District's
participation in the study, relevant data, and criteria/objectives that are appropriate to implement
the narrative standard. There are no criteria promulgated by the CTR or applicable objectives
from the Basin Plan. Since diazinon and chlorpyrifos are not priority pollutants, Policy methods
for reasonable potential analysis are not necessarily applicable. Nevertheless, the Self-
Monitoring Program for the permit requires the District to monitor its effluent for these
constituents twice ayear for three years. If any subsequent analysis of the data indicates that
reasonable potential exists based on effluent data,the permit could be reopened to include
effluent limitations. Ambient background monitoring for these constituents is not required by
the Self-Monitoring Program or by the Policy for non-priority pollutants, so Policy methods to
complete analysis of reasonable potential using such data are not necessarily applicable.

The most stringent applicable water quality criterion for reasonable potential analysis of
selenium is 5 ug/l as a4-day average. This applicable criterion is from Column 82 of the CTR
table for protection of aquatic life in freshwater and was promulgated in the NTR for certain
water bodies including the San Francisco Bay estuary.

The MEC for selenium is I ugil using Policy methodology based on data in the fact sheet (page

28 of 44). A11 samples for selenium in the effluent had no detectable concentrations, ranging
from <1 to <1.2 ug/l. No conversion factors are applicable from 40 CFR 131.38(b)(2) for
selenium freshwater criteria. The selenium MEC is compared in the total recoverable form to the

most stringent applicable criterion. The MEC of I ugll is less than the applicable criterion of 5
ugll. Accordingly, the first test has not established reasonable potential for selenium. The
second test cannot be evaluated until ambient backgtound concentration data are obtained.
Similar to the reasonable potential status and 303(d) issues for mercury, there is additional
discretion for the Regional Board to consider if other factors contribute to a need for water
quality-based effluent limitations.
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The permit is designed with both wet season effluent limitations and &y season effluent
limitations. No available dilution exists in the dry season from May I through October 31. Dry
season limitations have been developed because the District has historically needed to diseharge
in the dry season under emergency conditions due in part to limited stabilization pond capacity.
The Regional Board anticipates that the District will need to discharge in future emergency
conditions during the dry season. The Regional Board's response to the petition indicates that
the additional monitoring information is needed to determine the effectiveness of the tertiary
system that is in place during the dry season. The response further indicates that dry season

monitoring is absolutely necessary to ensure compliance with the more stringent dry season

effluent limitations.

The response focuses on monitoring needs for compliance and effectiveness monitoring. These
uses of monitoring information from receiving water stations (CC-l, 2,4, and 5) are of value
only when a discharge is occurring. Monitoring from the effluent discharge station E-001 can
only be obtained when there is a discharge. The Regional Board is apparently not using the
information for any future effluent limitation development for the dry season. Otherwise,
additional pertinent information to develop effluent limitations such as salinity, hardness, and
ambient background concentration of priority pollutants during the summer season would also be

needed. Accordingly, there appears no justified benefit to the requested data from receiving
water stations for times when there is no emergency dry season discharge. Unless additional
justification is provided, it appears that footnote2to Table I of the Self-Monitoring Program be
amended to require sampling only during periods when discharge is being made to the Napa
River similar to the previous permit.

San Francisco BayKeeper Petition

7. Reduced mass limits to offset City of American Canyon treatment plant flows:

a. Should the permit have providedfor reduced mass loading of pollutants, other than mercury,
to re/lect the loads permittedfrom the City of American Canyon plant?

The permit currently includes mass load offsets for mercury and four dioxin/furan congeners.
With the exception of copper, reasonable potential has not been determined to exist for any other
303(d)-listed pollutant for San Pablo Bay based on the first test using effluent data. The Napa
River is not 303(d)-listed for any priority pollutant. The Regional Board should complete
reasonable potential analysis for 3O3(d)-listed pollutants using ambient background
concentration data when it is obtained. Mass load limitations (and any related offsets) are not
required for pollutants that do not require water quality-based effluent limitations. Further, the
Regional Board reasons that mass limits are not necessary for other impairing pollutants since
they are not bioaccumulative, they do not have detection limits low enough to make mass
limitations meaningful, or they have not been detected in the effluent, and therefore they do not
have reasonable potential.

Mercury and dioxin/furan congeners are bioaccumulative and the Regional Board has developed
mass limitations and offsets by that distinction since long-term exposure to their loads are the
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Inflow: 38.277 mgd/l00,613 people : 380 gallons/capita{ay (greater than275)
Infiltration: 19.04 mgd/100,613 people - 189 gallons/capita{ay (greater thanl20)

The District presented other calculations that indicated the thresholds for VI were satisfied.
However, the District's calculations averaged inflows from storm events that peaked during
February 6 and 7,1999, while Regional Board staff simply used the maximum inflow from
February 7, T999 (see administrative record Tab 6,4., Supplemental Information, May 2000).
The District also used a maximum monthly flow to calculate infiltration while Regional Board
staff used the maximum daily flow from April 1999 (see administrative record Tab 6A, e-mail
dated May 3, 2000). In both cases, Regional Board staff s selection of flows is most appropriate
to indicate if there is excessive VI. The District provided the population of 100,613 that is used
in the above calculations. It was determined from Association of Bay Area Governments databy
subtracting populations associated with four communities that are served by other treatment
plants from a countywide population figure. That basis for the population figure does not appear
to account for populations from rural areas or other small communities within Napa County that
are not served by the District, especially those outside Napa Valley. A population of 70,000
based on Finding 5 of the permit (or 68,000 based on the permit application) would result in
larger calculated values for VI. Clearly, both inflow and infiltration are excessive, according to
the definitions in the CFRs.

'Excessive infiltration/inflow' in 40 CFR 35.2005 (b)(16) is defined as "The quantities of
infiltration/inflow which can be economically eliminated from a sewer system as determined in a
cost-effectiveness analysis that compares the costs for correcting the infiltration/inflow
conditions to the total costs for transportation and treatment of the infilhation/inflow."
The District did not provide a cost-effectiveness analysis to support their request for an exception
to the 85 percent removal requirement. The District stated they have worked to reduce VI in the
past, and they were committing $3 million beginning in July 2000 to address VI problems. The
Regional Board has offered to reevaluate the appropriateness of an exception to the 85 percent
removal requirement after the VI reduction projects that the District is currently committed to
have been completed. Committing money to reduce VI is not a cost-effectiveness analysis.

Had the District provided an adequate analysis showing that it is not cost-effective to eliminate
the excessiveVl, the Regional Board would have had justification for the percent removal
exception. In the absence of the required analysis, the Regional Board had no choice but to
disallow the exception in accordance with the federal regulations.

6. Year-round sampling requirement:

a. The District objects to a requirement that the discharger perform year-round sampling. The
District generally discharges only during the wet season. The District contends that the
Regional Board cannot require sampling at location E-001 when there is noflow. Was the year-
round s ampling requirement appropriate?
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The MEC of 2 ug/l is greater than the applicable criteria of 1 ug/l. Since cyanide was not
detected in any of the effluent samples and all of the reported detection limits are greater than the

applicable criterion of 1 ug/I, reasonable potential is not established by the first test in the Policy.
Accordingly, the Regional Board's determination that there is reasonable potential by the first
test was unnecessary based on straightforward use of the Policy. The second test cannot be
evaluated until ambient background concentration data is obtained. If analysis for the second
test eventually establishes reasonable potential, water quality-based effluent limitations will be
required. However, at this time the results of the analysis for the first test require the Regional
Board to establish interim requirements in accordance with section 2.2.2 of the Policy, which
requires additional monitoring for cyanide in place of a water quality-based effluent limitation.
Section 1.3 of the Policy requires this when all reported detection limits of the pollutant in the
effluent are greater than the most stringent applicable criterion/objective.

b. Did the Regional Board correctly implement the Policy in adopting the interim cyanide limit?

The previous permit contained a wet season cyanide limit of 25 ugll as a daily average and a dry
season cyanide limit of 5 ug/l as a daily average. Apart from the Regional Board's analysis
described in the current permit, reasonable potential has not been established based on the
analysis in this report. The current permit includes interim performance-based cyanide
limitations that are more stringent than the previous permit. However, the Regional Board may
consider maintaining effluent limitations from the previous permit if deemed necessary to
prevent backsliding.

5. Percent removal of BOD and TSS:

a. Did the Regional Board act properly in denying the District's requestfor an exceptionfrom
the 85o% removal requirementfor BOD and TSS?

The standard requirement on percentage removal for BOD and TSS is 85 percent. The federal
regulations allow a lower percent removal if the influent is dilute; however, this exception
applies only if the dilute influent is not the result of excessive inflow and infiltration (VI) (40
CFR 133.103 (d)). Two other criteria apply, but the Regional Board agreed that the District had
met these criteria.

Nonexcessive infiltration in 40 CFR 35.2005 (b)(2S) is defined as "The quantity of flow which is
less than 120 gallons per capita per day (domestic base flow and infiltration) or the quantity of
infiltration which cannot be economically and effectively eliminated from a sewer system as

determined in a cost-effectiveness analysis." Nonexcessive inflow in 40 CFR 35.2005 (bX29) is
defined as "The maximum total flow rate during storm events which does not result in chronic
operational problems related to hydraulic overloading of the treatment works or which does not
result in a total flow of more than 275 gallons per capita per day (domestic base flow plus
infiltration plus inflow)."

Regional Board staff analyzed available data to determine if the District had excessive VI. Their
calculations are reproduced below:
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obtained. Efforts should be underway by the Regional Board to require the District as well as

other dischargers to collect appropriate data as required by the Policy.

b. Do the datafrom the discharger's latest ultra-clean sampling and analysis techniques change

any of the reasonable potential analysis conclusions?

The Regional Board issued letters on August 4,1999 and October 22,1999 (within
administrative record, Tab 6A) conceming changes of requirements to use ultra-clean sampling
and analytical methods for mercury monitoring. The first letter notified dischargers of
requirements to use Method 1669 to improve the quality of data by decreasing the likelihood of
sample contamination. The letter also notified dischargers of requirements to use Method 1631

for sample analysis by the laboratory which has a much lower detection limit, around 0.5 ngll
(0.0005 ug/l) compared to 200 ng/l (0.2 u!l) of the traditional method used by most dischargers.

The second letter postponed requirements to use the new methods until January 1,2000. Based

upon the mail distribution list attached to the letters, the District appears not to have been
notified directly. However, this does not appear to be of issue within the administrative record.
It is likely that any laboratory serving major dischargers to the Bay area would be aware of
changes in requirements by the Regional Board.

All analysis of effluent data for reasonable potential was based on data spanning from January
1997 through December 1999. No laboratory data beyond December 1999 was submitted to the
administrative record. Regardless, the MEC did not exceed applicable objectives, and the first
test for reasonable potential based on effluent concentration data can be completed using data

from the existing record. The new methods, however, should lower the range of samples that are

without detectable concentrations above the "desirable" water quality objective of 0.012 ttg/\.

c. Assuming that the interim, concentration-based limits are appropriqte, was it apptr6pviate to
base the limits for mercury on the performance of the oxidation pond system?

Yes, for the same reasons described in response to issue 2.e.

4. Interim, concentration-based cyanide limit:

a. The discharger alleges that cyanide has not been detected in either the effluent or the
receiving water. In addition, the discharger contends that the Regional Boardfailed to apply the

cyanide water quality objective in its basin plan. Please analyze these contentions.

The most stringent applicable water quality criteria for reasonable potential analysis of cyanide
are 1 ug/l as both a 4-day average and short period average. This applicable criterion is from
Column C of the CTR table for protection of aquatic life in saltwater and was promulgated in the

NTR for certain water bodies including the San Francisco Bay estuary. A previous discussion
explains why these criteria prevail over less stringent Basin Plan objectives.

The MEC for cyanide is 2 ugfl using Policy methodology based on data in the fact sheet (page 28

of 44). A11 samples for cyanide have no detectable concentrations, ranging from <2 to <3.4 ugll.
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rate is far above critical receiving water flows (e.g., 1Q10 and 7Q10 for aquatic life) allowed for
dilution ratios by Policy Section 1.4.2.1,, Table 3. Additionally, problems associated with
diminished flow in the Napa River due to frost protection diversions from March 15 to May 15

are codified in California Code of Regulations Title 23, Section 735(a). Finding 4.d of the
previous permit acknowledged that the discharge does not consistently receive a minimum initial
dilution of 10:1 during the wet season. Finally, the permit lacks definition of the mixing zone
that is to be associated with the dilution credit. Accordingly, there is opportunity to perform
mixing zone studies concurrently with the collection of ambient background data to develop final
effluent limitations. Any dilution credit provided must satisfy Policy requirements.

e. Assuming that interim, concentration-based limits are appropriate, was it appropriate to base
the limits for copper on the performance of the oxidation pond system?

Section 2.2.28 requires interim limitations to be based on current treatment facilityperformance
or on existing permit limitations, whichever is most stringent. Interim limitations are required
when potentially more stringent water quality-based effluent limitations are necessary to achieve
water quality standards. Accordingly, the emphasis to maintain current treatment facility
performance is required so that there is no potential to backslide. The District fears that the
expansion facility that relies primarily on the activated sludge process may not perform as well
as the former treatment process which relied on stabilization ponds. The Policy does not provide
flexibility for relaxation of perforrnance when water quality-based effluent limitations are
necessary.

3. Interim, concentration-based mercury limits :

a. The Napa River is not section 303(d)-listedfor mercury. It is unclear to what extent the
Regional Board had background datafor this pollutant. Did the Regional Board correctly
determine reasonable potential for mercury? If the basin plan water quality objective for
mercury had been used, would the reasonable potential analysis have yielded the same results?

The selection of applicable criteria/objectives and analysis of reasonable potential for mercury
was previously discussed in this report. The applicable water quality objective is 0.025 ug/1, but
the Regional Board chose to evaluate 0.012 ugll from the U.S. EPA Ambient Water Quality
Criteria (Gold Book), apparently as a criterion to implement the narative standard. The current
Basin Plan and the 1986 Basin Plan reference 0.012 ug/l as a desirable criterion.

Under the first test for reasonable potential, the MEC of 0.01 ug/l is less than the applicable
objective of 0.025 ugll. Likewise, the MEC of 0.01 ugll is less than a desirable objective of
0.012 ug/I. Accordingly, the first test has not established reasonable potential for mercury under
straightforward methodology of the Policy. The Regional Board noted on page 27 of the fact
sheet that the MEC was "close" to the lowest water quality objective and therefore established
reasonable potential. Such a determination of reasonable potential is not required in such an
instance. Ambient background concentration data was not available for the development of the
permit. The second test cannot be evaluated until ambient background concentration data is
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d. Did the Regionql Water Board correctly implement the State Board's Policyfor
Implementation of Toxics Standards for Inland Surface Waters, Enclosed Bays, and Estuaries
(2000) (Policy) in adopting these limits?

Section 2.2.28 of the Policyrequires the Regional Board to establish numeric interim limitations
if there is insufficient data to calculate a final effluent limitation. In such cases, the Regional
Board may establish other interim requirements such as requiring the discharger to implement
pollutant minimization and/or source control measures and to participate in the activities
necessary to develop final effluent limitations. Numeric interim limitations for the pollutant
must be based on current treatment facility performance or on existing permit limitations,
whichever is more stringent. For copper, it is likely that additional information will be required
to establish the ambient background concentration to calculate afnal effluent limitation.
Additional information may be required to establish an appropriate dilution credit (further
discussed herein) or at the District's option, a copper translator.

Interim limitation calculation sheets can be found near the end of Tab 6A of the administrative
record. Generally for all interim limitation calculations, including calculations for copper, the
Regional Board selected the most stringent of calculations related to facilityperformance or
permit limitations from the previous permit. The Regional Board developed calculations for
facility performance by two methods. In one method, the Regional Board developed an average
concentration using both detectable concentrations and method detection limits. Using that
average concentration, three standard deviations of the same data were added to develop the
performance-based limitation as a daily maximum. In the other method, the Regional Board
determined the upper range of the same data to apply with discretion as a daily maximum or
monthly average. Generally, of the two performance-based methods, the most stringent was
selected for comparison to previous permit limitations. The most stringent of the performance-
based or previous permit limitation was selected as the interim limitation. If the interim
limitation is performance-based, the Regional Board gave no credit for dilution during the wet
season. Accordingly, the numerical basis of interim limitations, including interim limitations for
copper, appears to satisfy Section 2.2.28. The interim limitation for copper is performance-
based using the method based on average concentration plus three standard deviations from the
data set. The Regional Board apparently rounded the value to match the upper range of observed
concentrations and applied the interim copper limit as a daily maximum without credit for
dilution.

Section 2.2.28 of the Policy also requires certain information to be presented in the permit
findings concerning the development of final effluent limitations. Finding 32 of the permit only
mentions that (ambient) background data is not available to develop final limitations. The
finding lacks a description of the schedule for development of final effluent limitations as

required by Section 2.2.28. Section 2.2.2 of the Policy also provides that conducting a mixing
zone study may be included in the justification for an interim schedule to collect data.

Finding 30 of the permit mentions that 10:1 dilution, assumed for deep-water discharges, will be
used for calculation of effluent limitations for the wet season. However, the model ran by U.S.
EPA that is mentioned in the finding (see administrative record, Tab 6C, e-mail dated
March 2,2000) used an average wet season flow of 417 cubic feet per second (cfs). Such a flow
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standard deviations to establish a limit (at 0.57 mg/mo.), none of the historical mass load
calculations would have exceeded such a limit. A similar analysis for calculations without
American Canyon flows provides the same results. Similar to mercury, the Regional Board's
decision to add three standard deviations appears to provide some incidental room for growth.

2. Inteim,concentration-based copp er limits :

a. Using the basin plan criteriafor distinguishingfresh water versus marine, would the receiving
waters be classified as fresh water, estuarine, or marine under the basin plan?

As described in a preceding analysis, the salinity data was less than 5 ppt more than75 percent
of the time at both the discharge and the RMP station for the Napa River. Based upon the Basin
Plan salinity threshold, freshwater objectives would be the regulatory basis for permitting.
However, wet season influences were prevailing in the data. The receiving water is tidally
influenced and it supports estuarine beneficial uses. These are factors in the narative for salinity
delineation within the Basin Plan (page 4-13). Therefore, to the extent that Basin Plan aquatic
life objectives from Tables 3-3 and 3-4 apply, effluent limitations are more appropriately
developed from the more stringent of the marine or freshwater objectives.

b. Did the Regional Board select the correct Califurnia Toxic Rule criterion or water quality
objective for its reasonable potential analysis?

The Regional Board selected the appropriate CTR criterion as discussed in a previous analysis.
The most stringent criteria or objectives for copper are saltwater criteria from the CTR table,
Column C. Accordingly, 3 . I ug/l as a 4-day average of dissolved copper (or 3 .7 ug/l as a 4-day
average of total recoverable copper) is the most stringent applicable criteria for purposes of
reasonable potential analysis under the Policy.

The District cites in its petition that the Regional Board has historically used a water effects ratio
(WER) of 1.7 and that it should be applied to saltwater objectives. The petition does not
elaborate where such a WER has been used to demonstrate why such a WER would be
applicable to the District's discharge to the Napa River. The Policy sets requirements for
development of site-specific requirements to apply a WER. Scientifically defensible methods for
development of the WER must be appropriate to the situation.

c. The Napa River is not section 303(d)-tistedfor copper. It is unclear to what extent the
Regional Water Board had background datafor this pollutant. Did the Regional Board
correctly determine reasonable potential for copper?

Table 5 in the permit summarizes the Regional Board's determination of reasonable potential.
The Regional Board appropriately selected the most stringent applicable criteria and properly
applied applicable conversion factors from the CTR for reasonable potential analysis.
Accordingly, reasonable potential exists for copper, as previously discussed.
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to be the intent that the Regional Board will base compliance on any value beyond the actual

mass based on the 12-month moving average. Accordingly, it appears that reference to the

99.87 percentile should be stricken from the compliance language. Additional improvements to

the compliance language should be made concerning the treatment of samples reported at less

than detectable concentrations (i.e., not detected).

A mass load limit has been developed for four dioxin/furan congeners (1,2,3,4,6,7,8-HpCDD,
OCDD, 1,2,3,4,6,7,8-HpCDF, and OCDF) that have had detectable concentrations from six

samples spanning from 1997 to 1999 (see fact sheet, page 44 attached). Another dioxin
congener (I,2,3,7,8-PeCDD) was shown to have a detectable concentration on March 11, 1998

based on a data sheet (not paged) within Tab 68 of the administrative record, but has not been

included in the limit development. It is important to clariff if 1,2,3,7,8-PeCDD was actually
detected because its toxicity may be considered the same as 2,3,7 ,8-TCDD. As previously
discussed, fact sheets and data sheets conflict as to the detection and concentration of 2,3,7 ,8'
TCDD, the only congener to have applicable criteria from the CTR. All other congeners can be

associated with TEFs from Table 4 of the Policy. However, TEFs are not promulgated factors to

establish any applicable criteria under the Policy or the Basin PIan. If 2,3,7,8-TCDD or
1,2,3,7,8-PeCDD have actually been detected, it may be appropriate to include them in mass

limit calculations.

Calculation of the dioxin/furan congener mass load limit was initiated by applying TEFs to both

detectable concentrations and method detection limits shown on the data sheets for each of the

four respective congeners. The sum of these values was taken as the estimate for toxic
equivalency concentration for each of the six sample dates. The toxic equivalency concentration

was multiplied by appropriate conversion factors and by the flow discharged to the Napa River
during the relevant sampling period to obtain an estimated mass load for the period. No credit
was given for use of reclaimed water. A corresponding calculation was developed for flows
excluding 1 mgd associated with American Canyon, similar to the mercury calculations. Due to

the limitation of data, l2-month moving averages were not possible to determine. The Regional

Board simply averaged the estimated load rates and added three standard deviations of the

estimated load rate calculation data to obtain the mass load limit. Compliance is based on
reported concentrations and method detection limits reported for the four dioxin/furan congeners

identified above.

Similar to mercury, the data set for the four congeners persists with over half the data at less than

detectable concentrations. Accordingly, the limit has been assessed with a load that may not
actually exist to such levels. Also similar to mercury, there are no factors included in the

calculation to account for future growth except for the relatively high three standard deviations

added to the average load calculation. Again, the Regional Board could have decided to add a

different number of standard deviations to the average mass load. The average for the limit
calculation was 0.21 milligrams/month (mg/mo.) and one standard deviation of the mass load

values was 0.18 mglmo. (for calculations including American Canyon flows). Individual mass

load calculations for the monitoring period ranged from 0.07 to 0.55 mg/mo. If the Regional

Board had chosen to add only one standard deviation to the ayerage to establish a limit (at 0.39

mglmo.), only one of six historical mass load calculations would have exceeded such a limit
based on data shown on page 44 of the fact sheet. If the Regional Board had chosen to add two
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each value in the l2-month period. The effect of the cells with zero entries is to result in a
trigger that is much lower than the limit. If both calculation sheets treated zero discharge the

same way, the trigger would be much closer to the limit. However, the compliance
determination in the permit (B.iii.c.) does not distinguish which of these two ways that zeto

discharge flow shall be treated in the calculation, and clarification should be provided.

Second, the mercury concentrations for March 1997 andDecember 1997 onthe calculation
sheets differ from the data on fact sheet page26. The difference in the December 1997

concentration is significant (0.0001mgllor 0.1 ug/l from fact sheet page26 vs. 0.012 ug/l on

sheet pages 42 and43). If the data sheet is correct, the interim mass limits and triggers would be

several factors higher and should be corrected if necessary. Marked-up copies of fact sheet

pages 42 and 43 are attached, showing potential corrections to the calculations.

The calculations for the mercury interim mass trigger and limit do not include any factors to

purposely account for future growth associated with higher inflow from the City of Napa service

area. Room for growth generally lies in how relatively stringent or lenient are the mass trigger

and limit. For example, the calculation for the limit, as previously explained, is essentially the

average of the l2-month moving average plus three standard deviations of the moving average

calculation data. The Regional Board could have decided to add a different number of standard

deviations to the average. The average of the moving average for the limit calculation was 0.629

grams/day (g/d) and one standard deviation of the moving average values was 0.082 g/d (for
calculations including American Canyon flows). The individual moving average calculations

ranged from0.447 to 0.757 g/d. If the Regional Board had chosen to add only one standard

deviation to the average to establish a limit (at 0.711 gld), only four of 25 historical moving
averages would have exceeded such a limit based on data shown on page 42 of the fact sheet. If
the Regional Board had chosen to add two standard deviations to establish a limit (at0.793 gld),

none of the historical moving averages would have exceeded such a limit. A similar analysis for
calculations without American Canyon flows provides the same results. As it is, the Regional

Board's decision to add three standard deviations appears to provide some incidental room for
groMh.

Further room for growth will be provided from mass determinations using more recent analyical
Methods 1669 and 1631 for analysis of mercury. If historical performance is maintained, much
lower method detection limits will be entered into the calculation of mass for compliance
determination than were used in the development of the triggers and limits. If past analytical
methods were used for compliance purposes, there could have been great cause for concern if a
series of relatively high method detection limits were reported, making subsequent calculations

of mass load to appear excessive at no fault of the District.

Clarifications should also be provided to the compliance language in the permit for both mercury
and dioxin (see permit B.iii.c and B.iii.e). Both sections reference the 99.87 percentile of the

mass emission rate. However, it appears that the interim triggers and limits are based on this
same percentile (see permit B.iii.a, B.iii.b, and B.iii.d). However, by comparison to the

calculation sheets, it is apparent that this percentile is the Regional Board's estimate of the value

determined by the 12-month moving average plus three standard deviations. It does not appear
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limit has been assessed with a load that may not actually exist to such levels. The second

concept was to develop a moving average of estimated mass load rates from a "moving"
l2-month period. For example, the column marked 66MA" (moving average) shows, after

l2-months of data, an average mass load rate for that period. Consequently, a l2-month average

mass load rate is calculated for each subsequent l2-month period to develop a "moving"
average. The third concept was to average the moving averages and to add three standard

deviations of that data to establish a mass load trigger or mass load limit'

The interim mass triggers and limits for times when the City of American Canyon will no longer

divert wastewater to the District are based on a subtraction of I million gallons/day (mgd) from
each individual calculation. There is no explanation of the basis for this flow rate in the fact

sheet. Finding 5 indicates that the facility serves a population of 10,000 people (or 8,000 people

per the permit application) from the City of American Canyon compared to 70,000 people served

from the City of Napa. The average total flow (discharged and reclaimed) from January 1997 to

December 1999 was 10.34 mgd based on flow data from the calculation sheets. If the City of
Napa's business and industrial uses outweigh those of the City of American Canyon, the 1 mgd

estimate seems reasonable based on population proportions. However, if the City of American

Canyon receives the differences in the mass triggers and limits in any separate NPDES permit

based on the calculation sheets, there may be merit in confirming their flow contribution to avoid

any argument between the two dischargers

The interim mass trigger for mercury is calculated using monthly average flows that are actually
discharged to the Napa River. Thus, it is essentially areflection of past performance with an

allowance built into the calculations (three standard deviations) that well-encompasses
performance variability. The interim mass limit for mercury is calculated using monthly averuge

flows discharged to the Napa River with an incidental credit built into the calculations by adding

monthly average flows of reclaimed water. The interim mass limit likewise has an allowance

built into the calculations (three standard deviations) that well-encompasses performance

variability. The credit was provided for only 11 months of 26 months when reclaimed water was

being used. No credit was provided for months of relatively high use of reclaimed water. At
such times a mercury sample was not taken because a discharge was not authorized to the Napa

River and a load rate could not be calculated. Credit was only provided for months when a

discharge was authorized and a mercury sample was taken at the discharge. In those months

there tended to be a relatively low use of reclaimed water.

Two significant anomalies in the calculations must be addressed which have significant impacts

to the interim mass triggers and limits for mercury. First, there is a great difference how interim
mass limits and interim mass triggers were calculated that is unexplained in the fact sheets. The

interim mass limit calculation (fact sheet, page 42) has blank cells in the spreadsheet column for
estimated mass conesponding to any monthly period when there was no discharge to the Napa

River. The moving average calculation for the limit ignores those blank cells and determines

moving average mass based only on those months that are represented by a non-zero mass

estimate within the moving l2-month period. The interim mass trigger calculation
(fact sheet, page 43) has zero entries in cells for estimated mass corresponding to any monthly
period when there was no discharge to the Napa River. The moving average calculation for the

trigger does not ignore the cells with zero entries and determines movingaverage mass based on


